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" ABSTRACT

The 01d StonevHoteI in_Daggett,baistate of California
Point of Historiéal interest, is the,focqs'of this étudy;
The original date of construction and owners is unknoWﬁ;
old photographs, hewspapers accounts,‘diaries,
archaeolégicél informatign, oral interviews’and'historical  f
maps were utiliéed to determine the épproximate date of |
construction. I contend,ﬁhat‘The old Sténe’Hotel was:built
priof‘to the coming of the failroad‘in 1883 and Was{ |
originaliy a one?story strﬁctufe.‘ Not oniy will a
structural history qive,fufther iﬁsiéht}into thé histofy,of
The 01d Stoné Hbtel butvit will allbw:hiétdriahs’to Eetfér

‘understand the early settlement patterns of the desert. .
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o INTRODUCTION R

| Hlstorlc bulldlngs, empty%and‘forlorn,-nonethelessl
n;hcapture our 1nterest and beckon to be explored.i We know
*'that earller occupants left an 1mpr1nt upon the walls and'
floors., We try to 1mag1ne who llved here, what they dld

:why they 1eft7 The Old Stone Hotel 1n Daggett Callfornlailﬁv

gﬂls no dlf'erent.n The walls and floors, 1ong 51nce

1;abandoned stlll have a story to tell

U51ng newspaper accounts,'rallroad records, dlarles,,;.:;'*Qvf‘

"fstage llne 1nformatlon, old maps, photographs and

;archaeologlcal remalns I w1ll attempt to 1llustrate the

”'hlstory of The Old Stone Hotel and 1ts passage through4t1me
d?”to the present | L ' B

After studylng these var1ous documents and photographs°Q I

'¢I concluded that The Old Stone Hotel.was bullt prlor to the fn(ff

'fvcompletlon of the Southern Pa01flc Rallroad's Needles Eff

v,MOJave llne, whlch was fl'lshed 1n 1883 I also conte dr ivpjffjﬂff

| dthat The Old Stone Hotel»was orlglnally a one sto,

"‘:_fstructure very 51m11ar to 1ts present state. I w1llfattempt

*¢:to support thls the51s us1ng a structural analys1s, records'w”"b

"vl,phy51cal condltlon of the structure, both past and present

:of ownershlp, archaeologlcal data, and common sense

A structural hlstory*lnvolves the evaluates the

'*HThlS 1nvolves determlnlng events that would 1ead to the

fconstructlon of the bulldlng,vany changes that occur to thef»>ﬁ7>*'”'




building in its 1ifetimé and Histéﬁicai.event§ thét{§c¢urfed
during the buildihgs era. = o

The trails and roads léadihg-intb’SahTBerhardinb'fr¢m
Arizona and Utah have contribﬁted télthe'devélbpﬁentaéfZSén:
Bernardino{and surrounding‘afeas,v‘The‘pfotection offeréd tb5
these travelers aﬁd ear1y settiers‘was»pfovided by_3 '
waystations, government-stationé,'stage‘sfdps‘aﬁd private
ranches along the'routes.j;Daggett-and'The'Qld_Stohe Hotel
were locatéd along a major trénsbortation foutéAléading into
the San Bernardino Valley. Daggett contributed to the
county economy as a mining toWn fbf borate’and.silver‘éhdt
was a commercial terminus for Caliéo., For theseyreasohsfthe
early history of the ?aliéy ihcludiﬁg settlement’pattefﬁs,
transportation’routes) government stations'and mining
development, are essential'islundérstanding the impbrtaﬁde

of Daggett and The 0Old Stone Hotel.

Research Methods

| Three different methods of acquiring information were

utilized in this thesis. Archival reséarcﬁ, oral_histories, ‘

and archaeological information were thé basis of knowledgé.

All three methods led me in various directions’yet |

intertwined, creating a maze of information,and dead‘ends;
The oral interviews allowed é‘glimpée of the pagt

through the‘eyes of actual participants. theh'vefifying



documents or‘runors, the oral interviews were enjoyabie.and
enlightening. | |

- Recognizing thatvprimary documents are the‘best source
of information, I began my archival search using the |
bibliography from the Archaeological Information Center.
Arda Haenszel, curator of Historical Research for the San
BernardinoyCounty Museum As5001ationyand‘the California Room
at the Feldheym.Central Libraryy San’Bernardino were
excellent resodrces. Additional libraries scodred include
The California Room of the State Library in Sacramento, the
Railroad Museum lerary in Sacramento, the National Archivesﬂ
1n‘Laguna Niguel, the Pfaulebrary»at_California State
'University,‘San'Bernardino, The Huntington}Library'in:San
Marino, The Bancroft Library in Berkeley, Rancho Los
Cerritos Library in Long Beach, and the California‘statei'“
University, Long Beach Library;di’t

Additional archiyal.research was;doneitohinvestiqateh“
the history of ownership Many trips were made to the San
Bernardino Hall of Records,ythe San Bernardino County
Archives and the San Bernardino County‘Tax~Assessor, aS'weli‘
as the Barstow office of the Tax Assessor: -

The archaeological 1nformation was both disapp01nt1ngb-
and 1nterest1ng. The variety of" artifacts recovered is
incredible yet the.lack'of provenance is a*problem . The
excavation was bas1cally conducted by amateur archaeologistsw‘“i

' utilizing labor from California Conservation Corps “The



'*ﬂi;excavators dug trenches to;determlne'the presence Of

"Ekfedartlfacts and the_n

7f‘Valley,;Sec._2l;fT{9.kw‘
”fj,Basellne Merldlan,_ln San Bernardlno County,‘u

o (Appendlx A) The town of Daggett 1s north of Interstat

‘s°ithls de51gnat10n on May 10 1985., The People s Generall

1emoved these from the ground w1th,uhﬂ

Pmalntalnlng 1evel provenance : Cleanlng and cataloglng ofy

anrtlfacts dld noqytake place untll qulte a bltrlater, onte

1fzaga1n u51ng volunteer helpv

i:ThlS created a: large but fa rl‘d “

’*is>locatedfin;thewMoiaVé5Riyer'

‘us‘ng hA,San ‘B rnardlno' ,

llfornla ST

:40,~east of Barstow and just south of the Mogave Rlver.‘
'foaggett 1s near the s1te of Flsh Ponds (Appendlx B), _;2\«%
‘1 southwest of Forks of Road 'where the Salt Lake Trall and

‘*,the MOJave Trall meet

““TPOINT OF HISTORICAL INTEREST

The Old Stone Hotel 1n Daggett 1s a State of Callfornla 2

T'P01nt of Hlstorlcal Interest.- The Old Stone Hotel recelved

'TStore, located to the'west of The Old Stone Hotel is also‘"}”“

hfulllsted as a State of Callfornla P01nt of Hlstorlcal

fInterest The Old Stone Hotel was donated to the San s?w‘:'°'l'

\'»Bernardlno County Museum System by Elenor Lacy, w1dow of s



'R-Hugh Lacy Both parcels are now owned by the County of San RN

'.‘Bernardlno and are presently underg01ng renovatlon.
Settlers and travelers entered San Bernardlno County
_through the corrldors known as the Old Natlonal Tralls

“nghway, the Mormon Trall the Old Spanlsh Trall MOJave

: Rlver route and the Santa Fe Trall.f Government statlons andp"'ﬁ

‘waystatlons were used to protect travelers and settlers fromft;fa

1Ind1an,attacks, These early bulldlngs housed many travelers_'

overnight‘and prov1ded them with food»and.water for the1r~ S

journey : Stage llnes and frelghters traveled extens1vely .
*~through thls area to reach Los Angeles.v;e. | | | ,

| I belleve that The. Old Stone Hotelrwas used to house

' these early travelers. As a Callfornla P01nt of Hlstorlcal
Interest the hlstory of The Old Stone Hotel is valuable 1n
"understandlng and 1nterpret1ng the events of the early

,perlod and settlement patterns of San Bernardlno County.

'EARLY HISTORY OF DAGGETT AND SURROUNDING AREA
There are two forks leadlng 1nto Daggett and the San

rBernardlno Valley each of whlch has multlple names. “ The

vnorth fork 1s known as the Spanlsh Trall 1ead1ng from Santa;_f

J_Fe; New Mex1co and the Salt Lake Trall or Mormon Road ‘heﬁ'
'south fork 1s also called the Spanlsh Trall Fort Moyave'f

"Road and Government Road

Flrst documented and used by Father Franc1sco Garces 1ny

'1775—1776, the south fork ba51cally follows the Moyave




"7River;_ Thus 1t 1s commonly referred to as the MOJave Rlverg-'

~h,Route.“ Also called the MOJave Trall 1t was used by
g,Indlans prlor to the mlss1on prlests, and then by the
explorers mlners,vtraders and settlers 1n the San

l: Bernardlno and Los Angeles‘areas.i The Mogave Trall later}i},ifi

B became the MOJave Rlver Road then part of the Old Natlonal ﬂf,?-»t

:Tralls nghway, and flnally Route 66.s thluw'”
' The North fork Mormon Road or Old Spanlsh Trall w;g{:fﬂ?”
‘used by Mormon settlers 1n the 1850s on thelr way to San;fdﬂv‘vﬂ

.‘Bernardlno- | ; ‘

When the Mormons settled southern Callfornla in 1851
'esteady stream of wagon tralns made the tr1p from Salt Lakei}ﬁf.
lpClty to San Bernardlno and Los Angeles . Prlor to the |

“v.Mormons, Jededlah Strong Smlth led several groups across thef"“

.MOJaVefDesert and documented_hls travels_through;thengajon‘

“Pass. _ , . . el T SR

| Maraudlng Plute Indlans were a threat to these early |

n travelers and settlers. ’In order to protect the settlers
eFort Mogave was establlshed 1n the w1nter of 1858~ 1859
'(Belden,,1956). ThlS fort was prov1ded supplles by the
‘,Bannlng Stage and Frelght Llnes under the order of Captaln TTﬁV
’»Wlnfleld Scott Hancock. Hancock utlllzed the stage and £
'ffrelght llnes travellng along the MOJave Rlver Route - to F'“lC

, prove that the Cajon Pass route was a safe avenue to the

‘nColorado Rlver;’



Camp Cady

Besides Fort Mojéve, dthef govefﬁmeﬁt'stétidﬁs %ndf:
forts were estébliéhed for the proteétion of the‘traﬁelé;s.
Camp Cady was established‘bh Aprilvlé, iSGO‘by’th..Maj,_ ,‘ 
James H. Carleton ofvthé‘lst Dragoons.»‘Locate§ ¢aSt_of'
Forks of the Road, CamptCady was esﬁabiished in’respénsegto
the murder of a hefdéf.bvaiute Ihdiahs; 'The Indians wére
dealt with by the séldiérSer'dfagéonsvénd;Camp‘Cadvaas
abandoned on July 3, 1860.( Camp Cady'was‘feeétabliéhed onf 
April 23, 1865, due to ihcrééééd Indian méléStationstof':,‘
travelefs. Due to a shortage of goldiers and‘limited
contact with marauding’Indians it,ﬁas‘abandohed-fof a éecond
time on April 1, 1866. ’Oné Weék before ébanddniné Camp
Cady, threé men were mufdered at the‘Dunlap Ranch’nédr Cajon =
Pass. The public outcry aiong‘with daméging newspaper |
' acdoUnts forced thevarmy_to reestablisthamp‘Cady on May 7;
1866. o | | |

An adobe fort had'been-built“in‘1860,;fLatef a éfoﬁe'
and adobe fort was builtraboqt'i/é mile east Of'the_adébe‘
fort and a small portionvof:£he wali still stéhds. :Any:w0065
uséd to build the corrals‘énd'nearby’store-waS‘reCycledywhen  
cattle ranchers took oVer thevarea; What reméins 6f the
original building isfstoﬁevénd_adobe;_veryvéimilar to the

construction of The 0ld Stone Hotel.



‘”l;fMOJave Trall and the Salt Lake Trall or the Wagon Road t° S

”Waystatlon 1n the Desert“

Bancroft's Map offthe Colorado Mlnes, pub 1shed by‘H”H.V’*PVJ

H15Bancroft an:fCo.,ln 1863 ‘1l}ustrates the convergence ov‘

- pSalt Lake, 1n the area marked as "Government Statlon"

’T;(Appendlx C) f Beyond thlS area and down the Cajon Pass the

-road becomes Brown s Toll Road,,fﬂifﬂlﬁ

Examlnatlon of Bancroft's map places the_hGovernment,

_'Statlon" close to where Daggett shows up on later map g,,f”'”i”"

"'quallty of the maps 1s qulte low, hlnderlng the ablllty to
v»plnp01nt exact locatlons._ FlSh Ponds 1s also very close to
the area 1n Wthh Daggett later appears (Appendlx C and B)

Early statlons 1n the area are dlscussed 1n artlcles 1n;ﬂ

»the San_ Bernardlno Guardlan Of partlcular 1nterest are 7@5frl"'

'travel letters entltled Jottlnqs bv Wav En Route to Ivanpah

Clark Dlstrlct Letter #1 wrltten August 30 1871, ‘and ‘fﬁf

rprlnted September 9 1871 The edltor dlscussed hlS travels.f“
k‘from San Bernardlno up to the Cajon Pass staylng overnlght "

at the Upper Toll Gate, a statlon run by Mr. and Mrs Jlm;ﬂ:j-dp
“Fears;, After pushlng through the Cajon Pass, the group
passed Captaln Lane s cr0551ng on thelr way to Cottonwoods;'“f“l
‘L?Pas51ng another statlon known as P01nt of Rocks, they wentél-‘:?f;pyy
fﬁ onto Cottonwoods where they spent the nlght.‘ They then f &) ’
*}traveled on to Flsh Ponds.‘ Flsh Ponds 1s shown on the rlt;;'

"_Wheeler map of 1878 (Appendlx D) map just north of Daggett;v‘ ,

"The edltor relates that the name: was used because flsh had‘



"a;;general trader.=l:

'?_.of stoddard Well

ﬂbeen found in these ponds uP tO 1861 5';n the ponds floodedfiff o

’riand were destroyed. ThlS statlon'wa_ ke’t b_\John thtner,fjraj

fan ex- soldler ion and was also a gﬂﬁﬁf"'

s In a 1etter to Ellzabeth Budy of Intermountaln y

»Research Arda Haenszel curator of hlstory for the S

Lv; Bernardlno County Museum Assoc1at10n, detalls the operatlonff.ﬂ‘ |

.,,[In 1867 my father got a contract to. fur 15
“tons' of hay for Camp:Cady.  He. broke a road from,
"~ the Fish Ponds through by way of what is now “Q
. Stoddard’s Well and into the Little Meadow ,.now
,F;VV1ctorv1lle..where we cut and stacked the 100°
- tons of hay....There was no water ‘onthis road
- when first traveled, but several years later
‘ Sheldon Stoddard dug a well K : : :

Arda also relates that Sheldon Stoddard was a frelghter ;igf*"

c,”and often used the road between Daggett and V1ctorv1lle.'ﬂv

",oThlS road can clearly be seen on Wheeler s map (Appendlx D)

QIn add1t1on Arda notes that 1n Walter C Mendenhall’s "Some

o Desert Waterlng Places, USGS Water Supply Paper #224".3'Vu4n~

_f(1909 68) thlS road 1s descrlbed as the "the main road from;tf;f.f

In an unpubllshed dlary by Ralph H Benson,‘he states |
:_that they stopped at "Hartman s Well Statlon," Wthh Arda .

« contends must have been Stoddard's Well.p SheqnotesxthatxtoiV ;1



warrant a station oﬁ‘thié foad there must have béen,quite a
bit of traffic (Haénszei, 1986) . .
’Ink18é7 Little Meadow Station was established near what”"
today would be Victorville. Owner, Wiliiam A. Godfrey, then
bought the Fish Pdnds station, near the présent,day‘Mérine‘
Corps Supply Stétion in Nebo, a few years later. He gavé"
the Little‘Meade station to his father—in—law, Huntington
(Keeling, 1976:20). As mentioned préviously Fish Ponds is

Very-cldse to the present tdwn of Daggétt.

Mining in the Mojave and calico

In addition to these early stations there were miners
in the area from the 1850s onward. Leavingbthe‘Old Spanish
‘Trail the early miners stumbled across silver in the
Panamint range sometime in 1849, jusf as gold has beeh
discovéred in northern California. Historian Harold O.
Weight contends that the miners found silver lying on top of
the ground. Silver was found in the Panamint mountains'and
at old Ivanpah during the 1860s. While mining for silver
continued during the 1860s and 1870s the real boom for
Calico did not occur until 1880s. With the discovery of the
large strike, later named the Silver King Mine, in 1881, thé
area exploded. | |

Calico was founded in March of 1881 by M. LaWrenée and
Hieronymous Hartman. Frank Mecham, whose .Dad OWned'the Fish

Ponds station, found the strike that lead to the Silver King

10



'mlnefaboutntwo“weeks’later | Callco grew slowly at frrst,if’h'
but w1th the prosperlty of the Sllver Klng mlne, the town
f began to flourlsh leadlng to the prosperlty found 1n
.Daggett | 8 | Gk 2
Callco Junctlon was the flrst recorded name forfhih‘
Daggett j The mlnlng town of Callco 1s located north of

:.53Daggett off the Old Natlonal Tralls nghway Callco was‘

‘the mlnlng town and Daggett was the commerc1al termlnus‘for
;the area; Twenty mule team wagons ‘were constructed mannedd]hwhl
and supplled in Daggett to haul ore from the nearby Callco'ﬁ‘“
‘bMountalns. MlllS reflned the ore Wells Fargo agents madehf'

'commer01al exchange poss1ble Eventually the rallroadimadef

t‘shlpment Of gOOdS to all parts of the world a realltyb e

Surveys and Stagecoaches G

In an attempt to establlsh a rallroad connectlng Los"
*Angeles to the Colorado Rlver, the rallroads sent out

surveyors to establlsh the ea51est and most dlrect route'for N

. the rallroad

Follow1ng the thlrty flfth parallel Lt A W WhlpplerV“'

‘,fsurveyed the road that runs through Daggett 1n 1854 for the ’y y;b

| Government under the d1rectlon of Secretary of War,
Jefferson Dav1s (later to become Pre51dent of the o
‘Confederacy), hence the name Old Government Road It 1s“:”:jf5f‘fﬁﬁ

also known as‘thefFort‘MOJave‘Road since. the road



vtermlnated in Fort Mojaye; north of Needlesw Dav1s dlrectedfﬁ.ﬂ?
'W‘Whlpple to flnd the "most practlcal route for a rallroad“ ?:T
o The Whlpple route was ba51cally the same as that used
: by Father Garces 1n 1776 and Jededlah Smlth 1n 1826 B
xRoughly follow1ng the thlrty flfth parallel thlS road was 3;f3:l’
used by wagon tralns carrylng settlers and goods 1nto the

San Bernardlno Valley The ruts created by these wagons canlifti"

dstlll be seen 1n some areas of San Bernardlno County.y
In the fall and summer of 1871 the War Department had afpy;°wﬁ
: Prellmlnary Topographlc Map produced as a result of a surveyv

' conducted by Lt George M Wheeler of the u. S Army Corp of

B Englneers.' ThlS map has varlous statlons llsted Wthh are _;1;“ﬁ;:»
located on the MOJave Rlver They 1nclude FlSh Ponds and

'?:Camp Cady (Appendlx D)

A later-survey map,vagain'by’Lieut:’Geo M. Wheeler,f;;k

>also appears 1n Cllfford Walker s book Back Door to

g_lCallfornla.v Daggett 1s ev1dent on thlS map (Appendlx B)
The same map at the Feldheym lerary 1n San Bernardlno has aylf'

hand wrltten date of 1878 Wthh I belleve 1s 1ncorrect. Theﬁﬂf‘

’f,map 1n Back Door to Callfornla 1s the same, hav1ng a {ﬂk.f"

.01tatlon and date of 1884 ThlS makes sense because%”
-TSOuthern Pa01f1c Rallroad 1s shown on theﬁmapf"v
.ﬂ%map detalls the p051tlon of the various small‘towns that aré,)flldt;,

?constantly referred to.; Some of these towns no longer ex1sti=j57-
or have:been,renamed so these early maps offer valuable ﬂfide“

~ information.




These same surveyors' routes were used by the.
frelghters, stage llne operators and railroads. Railroads
usually'follow wagon trains and stage lines since the path
of least resistancevhasbalreagy_been‘determined.

In an unpublished diary by Wiiiiam Vale, written in the
spring Qf 1880, Vale deseribes a>trip by stage to Ivanpah.
When they arrived atlstoddard Wells they passed many teanms
arriving from Resting Springs, Arda Haenszel, a local
historian, is familiar with this diary and noted that not
only were freight lines running through this road but so
were stages.

Articles and advertisements in the early newspapers
. reveal that many stage lines existed between Resting Springs
and San Bernardino prior}to 1880. Resting Springs is north
of the old wagon road to Utah,and just west ef the‘Nevada;
California border. The route‘paSSed through’Where Daggett
would be located.

According to the July 5, 1877 edition of the Daily

Morning Argqus, H. Hartman stage "arrived from»Resting
Springs with five passengers." Another stage mentioned in

the August 15, 1877 edition of the Daily Morning Argus is

Raspbery’s stage which "leaves for Ivanpah and Resting

Springs." In fact Hartman had a standing ad in the Argus

from July 5, 1877 to April 3, 1878. It read:

" Resting Sprlngs Express and Stage Line! From San Bernardino
to Resting Springs :

The Undersigned has established a regular

passenger and express line between San
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’hdSan Bernardlno us1ng the Cajon Pass - Burr Belden,_ln h

":fand adobe, the earller settlers of both Callco and Daggett

Bernardlno and the Restlng Sprlngs Mlnlng
- District ...:Passengers carrled for $20. .
7 Frelght 7 cents per ‘pound. A,
. i H.fHartman. Prop

‘In the San Bernardlno Guardlan, Feb. 23 1867 there were -

fadvertlsements for many stages travellng between Arlzona and{ﬁjf;fl;

'many artlcles relatlng the past notes.pﬁ"
The old newspaper accounts llSt weekly stages
from Fort MOJave and nearby. Hardyville to San.
Bernardlno -and to Prescott Arlzona Terrltory
(Belden, 1967) . Lo R
Alan Hensher, in "San Bernardlno s County s Sllver‘Llnln
The Boom at Callco, 1881 1898 "Ac1tes stages stlll operatlnglfﬁ*tft*’
r_up to 1882.l’ - | S
, Aaron Harrlson was runnlng express and : S
passenger stages from San Bernardlno tw1ce a
week 1n late 1882 (1986 9). '
Hensher also notes that the hlgh prlce of frelght

ﬂ(us1ng frelghter), at $25 OO ‘a ton from San Bernardlno mad'

;llfe dlfflcult 1n the mlnes and created ”'need for the

- rallroad.. , S ‘ ’
'E Much of the hlgh cost of frelghtlng resulted e
“from the lack of natural resources. a.AS ‘for -

-~ fuel, the greasewood (creosote) ‘and cottonwoods
';[ along the MOJave Rlver were sparse (1986 5)

r'The lack of resources 1s seen 1n the cho;ce of*bulldlng

'T’fmaterlals lee Cfmp Cady, Wthh used dobe'and then stone

,resorted to avallable resources for constructlon materlal. jj'f*




T'The Comlng of the Rallroad f’ , ) , o ,
In February of 1882 the Southern Pa01flc Rallroad begani'"
.bulldlng a llne from MOJave Statlon to Needles. When the
Southern Pa01f1c llne reached Waterman Statlon 1n October ofi?u

1882, the company 1nv1ted res1dents to a ball there.,fThe“v”

' Callco Prlnt newspaper commented that. there was "excellent e

f:mus1c and-a flne collatlon, All enjoyed themselves 1n the
" mazy dance; we WiéhTWé had been there" (Hensher 1968 10)

| In November'of'lsgé.the"station ‘at Callco Junctlon"*
opened.l Th1s was actually the station at Daggett ' heutown
was renamed Daggett in early 1883 after John Daggett the»
Lt.'Governor of california, because of his: mlnlng 1nterests.‘*
,‘in the areat:' e =
When the Callfornla Southern Extens1on from San |

- Bernardino met the MOJave—Needles line on Nov. '15, 1885 (the

San Bernardlno Sun-= Teleqram has an obv1ous mlsprlnt of 1855)»_
at Waterman Junctlon about 10 miles west of - Daggett the,
_rallroad was actually owned by the Atlantlc and Pa01f1c,
Wthh eventually became the Atchlson, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad 1n 1897 (Keellnq 1976: 120).

After laylng the line from Needles to the MOJave"
FStatlon, Southern Pac1f1c ba51cally sold the l1ne to the
'Atchlson, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallroad The Southernf‘
Pa01flc Improvement Company was able to retaln the land o
grants glven as 1ncent1ves to the rallroad , In thlS way

the Southern Pac1flc Improvement Company controlled Daggett
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) because the town was bullt 1n Sectlon*21>idﬁhédpb?ithéﬂ‘"

"Hrallroad

Patrlola Keellng:,edltorrof OncerDonnA;Desert 'notes

'lthe presence of The Old Stone Hotel prlor to the e.:

the ra1lr0ad~ N | ‘ S‘ ' . gg U’ vﬁu‘
‘”In 1882 -when the Southern Pa01flc Rallroad
“;bullt at Daggett, there were ‘wagon way- statlons

‘and feed lots, adobe houses,>and the Stone
1Hotel (1976 123) S ' - :

i Unfortunately she falls to support thlS 1nformatlon

The San Bernardlno CltV and Countv Dlrectorv of 1886 ';:

"descrlbes the statlon of Daggett. .

‘ ThlS is a statlon .on the Atlantlc and Pac1f1c
- railroad about ten miles east of Barstow. It
. is the railroad station -for Callco, ‘which is s
© . six miles north. The elevation of the town 1s o
2000 feet above sea level, the. present o
N populatlon about 300. There is a fine
. passenger depot and commodlous frelght house..
The Railroad Eatlng House kept by Mr. Seymour Lo
‘Alf is said to be ‘one of the best hotel and an
excellent lodging house;there is a post offlce,'”'
 Wells, Fargo & Co.’s express, telegraph and - R A
"telephone, and all modern advantages (Keellng,ﬁ,w'“‘*" ’
1976:123) . » LS SRS A

fTheisan Bernardino Citv and Count? Directorv‘of 18871*7s

descrlbes Daggett sllghtly dlfferently addlng a lodglngfdh“75“
house and one hotel :

-There is a flne passenger depot and commodlous o
‘_frelght house.” The Railroad: Eatlng ‘House~ kept by
~ Mr. Seymour Alf is: said to be one of the finest in - .= = =
“the southern part of the state. There are two . good’w‘r{"”
~hotels and an excellent lodglng house, there is a
post offlce, Wells Fargo & Co’s Express, telegraph
-and telephone, and all modern advantages.j g :

The lodglng house referred to 1s probably the Capltal
Lodglng house (Appendlx N) and the two hotels are probably ﬂ"f
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"(Appendlx T). In 1899 a larger depot was bullt 1n Daggett

‘,constructed out of wood (Appendlx E) The depot served to

the Rallroad and The Old Stone Hotel., T}efRallroad Hotel 1Sif!tff
: mentloned 1n documents durlng thlS tlme and The Old Stone
vHotel appears in photographs at approx1mately the same tlme fgﬁ*ii*

The depot at Daggett appears on_ an 1884 hand drawn mapvjf"“

transport the large amounts of borax mlned near the Cal1coyhﬂ
freglon., The narrow—gauge rallroad that connected Daggett tdf;r,,"‘
the Callco reglon was. bullt in. 1898 to decrease the cost of-:ihr"'

Thaullng ore by twenty—mule team.u These mlnlng operatlons |

| contlnued untll 1907,ﬂwhen.the pr;ce,ochorax:fell'(Keel;ngyf;ifld

f1976 132)

A depot appears on the 1911 map (Appendlx L) and on theifdhlu}
~1917 Town51te map (Appendlx A) : The Old Stone Hotel 1s R

' :dlrectly across the street from the depot in the 1917 map,

and sllghtly west of the depot in the 1911 map., Durlng thlsiihf“"

-perlod of tlme the depot dld not move The 1917 map 1s the

"most accurate. Apparently a falrly sophlstlcated method of “ffﬁf o

,measurlng and documentatlon, 1nclud1ng survey markers, was

used. The fact that the property was sold by the Southern vp'f:f
'fiPa01flc Land Co.-probably accounts for the attempt at

accuracy

There 1s some- questlon as to why the Southern Pa01f1c

3 bullt 1ts roundhouse 1n Barstow 1nstead of Daggett.d Some -
'belleve that a land rush began when the townspeople and

ra11road employees thought that the" rallroad junctlon would

-ﬂ17‘



o because of 1ts age or SOlld constructlo'

v'be 1n Daggett.v When the rallroad offlclals came to buy the f

land they were faced w1th what they cons1dered unreasonable;t;f

'prlces from the employee land holders Therefore, ‘the
“*frallroad abandoned Daggett and turned to Waterman Junctlon)gib

vgwhlch they renamed Barstow (Belden,.1956) Whlle thlS R
.theory sounds good accordlng to an early survey map :
produced ln-1856 the rallroad already owned the land Wthh

went through Daggett maklng a 1and rush 1lloglca1

THE STONE HOTEL

The center of Daggett 1s The Old Stone Hotel._ Perhaps

, The Old stone:;,if"'
:‘Hotel has kept allve the ploneerlng flavor of Daggett

The bulldlng 1s presently a one- story structure ;*

‘.'yfalthough 1t appears 1n varlous photographs as both a one-"“"j

efstory

‘-and two story structure., Follow1ng the flre 1n July, 19@3?‘313 L

gthe hotel was rebullt as a one story structure.

| The Stone Hotel property 1s on: the north s1de of Santa
"Fe Street approx1mately 1100 feet east of the Daggett Yermohf
froad The bulldlng 1s 14 x 14 meters (43 X 43 Feet) w1th a ;i'ﬂ
”wtotal of approx1mate1y one hundred and nlnety s1x meters L
'fsquare (Slte Record Form) The frontage of the orlglnal

T:Block 4 Lot 7 is elghty feet w1de w1th a- depth of two

hundred and twenty feet (Appendlx A)
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The one story structure of today con51sts of stone and;;-f-v“
"'adobe walls twelve feet hlgh and approx1mately two feet f{f,i*:
'thlck (Appendlx H) The front or south wall is faced w1th@f;‘:n-f

‘sstones that have been dressed (the outs1de face has been‘i’

_“,squared and flattened), wh11e the 51des and rear of the

structure are prlmarlly rubble stone or rlver cobbles,,;,p

’h<Con51der1ng the prox1m1ty of the MOJave Rlver and the hlllsf

s-of Callco, 1t is not hard to 1mag1ne the source of these>
s rocks; Adobe or. sand and water were used as mortar.5(The

adobe has been replaced w1th cement 1n some areas, perhaps i

o to protect the mortar from the desert w1nd and ralnwater

‘.Due to earthquake movement _1t is now poss1ble to see‘the
'1nterlor of the wall 1n the northeast corner; o

The present structure has a tln facade w1th‘a sloplng
flat’ roof , There are also two corrugated t1n addltlons w1th
1nterlor wood frame walls. Both the orlglnal structure andgf
f;the addltlons are 1n poor condltlon, w1th exposed beams andﬁfﬁ
‘}rottlng floors.lx’ ; ; R | | L

| The hlstorlcal photographs, when closely examlned

'reveal that the number of w1ndows dld not change durlng
' varlouscreconstructlons A There are three w1ndows on the‘;

aeast wall and four w1ndows on the west wall All appear tQ,

i
)

';fhave orlglnal stone work.‘ff
‘. B l' - v‘:. . N
There are presently 5 doors that ex1t to the outs1de 1n'.,
bthe ex1st1ng structure, two to the rear and three to the

*front of the structure.,. Two of the three southern doors”}pgﬁ‘



éreﬂfi&é;fdbt daﬁhléfaéﬁrs”with'twelve;inch:tranSOmIWindows,

The third door is three-foot wide with a twelve-inch transom

'w1ndow openlng totthe southeastlbedroom.ﬁpi‘i ' L
The doors atqthe rear of the structurevare two and'a;g?_

".half feet w1de with’a ten 1nch transom w1ndow.’ One opens e

"from the out51de to a bedroom whlle the other opens to a

f hall Wthh runs north and south the length of ‘the structure‘a
'»from the entry hall allow1ng access to the bedrooms T
-(Appendlx F).

A v1sual examlnatlon of the front of the bulldlng mlnusif

the doorvto ‘the eastvreveals.a somewhat symmetrlcal bulldlng'_'p

(AppendixiG)"t Perhaps the thlrd door was added later, S
"follow1ng the alleged flre of 1900 or as an access. to the
second floor when the proposed addltlon was made It 1sb
poss1ble that the doorway was added to secure an outs1de‘f
openlng for "Desert Scotty,ﬂ a local eccentrlc mlner, s1noé
1t is rumored that hlS room 1s located 1n the southeast
' corner of'the bulldlng‘ ”ThlS, however, is: uncorroborated
The building;presentlyjcontains‘twelve‘roomsklncludlng,
an entryvroom'eighteen and-a half—feet‘byheleven;feet,,whioh‘

’was used as a receptlon area (Coy to Banker, 1992) « ‘Thep[.

bedrooms range from approx1mately ten- feet by eleven feet to'.’

a Very small seven by ten feet (Appendlx F)
" The floor and roof are wood The floor 1s two by six-
,1nch wood sleepers on the ground w1th tongue and groove

floor;ng over these;‘wThe,roof';s wood‘jolstsgand rafters;bp



The top of the wood Walls support‘a horizonal Wood plate.
The tin facade is fastened to wood crlpples supporting thev -
rafters. ‘The ceiling. has lath and plaster attached to the
joists. The interior walls are two by four- 1nch lumber w1th_
‘lath and plaster over'them.

The additions are also’primarily'two by four—inch f
lumber construction with tin exteriors. ‘Thé’floor is-f
raised, at the same level as The 01d StoneiHotel. The
ceiling of the addition on the west is embossed tin (pressed,
tin), while the ceiling in'the east addition is wood. The
remnants of a kitchen uith plumbing are eVident in the‘
ruins. The doorway from the stone structure to the tin
'structure in the northeast corner seem to have been added

An examination of the‘foundation has not been done to
this date. This would require destructive'excavation:and B
although informative, the risk of underminingbthe stonev
walls would be too great,i.The'depth of the foundation could
be an indication of the intended finished height;of the
building, as foundations are usually some'fraCtion of the
height. As there were no”building codes in the desert at
the time, this‘may not haVe_been the case. The top of‘the,
walls lacks any indication of notches or placement for .beams -
which would have been present if.the intention was to build
a two story structure initially |

The 0ld Stone Hotel appears as a two- story structure in

a few old photographs. These seem to date after 1900 and
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'leaterlals for the second floor..

-vbefore 1908; ‘One. partlcular photo (Appendlx I) 1s dated at,1
lhapprox1mately 1902 1llustrates the stone and adobe |

B constructlon for the flrst floor and the use of wood fd’“*l

Melvyn Green and Assoc1ates, ln thelr "Hlstorlc
Structures Report for the Stone Hotel "-contend that the;ﬂolf
second story contalned flve w1ndows equally spaced across“:
hlthe front facade of the second story (Green, 1985 2) Therev-
jﬁwere actually four w1ndows and a door upstalrs whlch are ff'h
supported by an early photo, Appendlx J 1 There also appearh
'to be w1ndows on the west wall and most probably there were
‘>w1ndows on the east wall ;‘These are v151ble in a photo

taken from the west end of town (Appendlx K)

~ The Second,flOor, 1n addltlon ‘to the four w1ndows and ;'T'”"

:,door'on‘the-southTWall had a two story wood veranda w1th
balustrade | The ~door opens to the balcony, allowing'acceSS'v
to the out51de from the second floor The facade on. the
hfront of the second floor appears to be wood 51d1ng

Photographs support the contentlon that the front is a

facade . The top of the facade appears to be approx1mately C

vflve or: s1x—feet hlgher than the rldge of the roof (Appendlx‘, =

Oy |
The roof appears to be a gable roof w1th the rldge
' runnlng north south behlnd the facade. thtle else 1s known*‘

of the second floor due to the llmlted number of avallable*
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documents and.thejleék'of phetegraphsvfrom the side or rear

of the structure.

Analysis of Structufe

As previbusly stated,}I‘belieVe.thathhe old Stone
Hotel was originally‘afone—etory‘structure, the second-story
added with the coming of{the_railroad, 'Priof_to the
railroad freight cdSts‘were uery hign; | With the coning'of
- the railroad, ffeidht costs wére reduced, making.the
importation of building materials certainly more practical,

The addition of a second story to a sfdne or adobe
building is‘not unheard of. ThevHisforic American Building -
Survey or HABS studied,the Sugg House‘(CA:1137) aiso known |
as the Sugg-McDonald house, in Sonora; California.‘ The Sugg

House is an example of an adobe with an added second floor

and is described in Susan B. Woodbridge’s California

Architecture:

First level adobe faced with brick, second
level wood frame with channeled siding, three-
bay front in gable end, two-and-half stories,
gable roof, two-story front veranda continuous
on sides as one-story porch, one-story gabled
rear addition. . Adobe brick portion built in
1857 by William Sugg. Second floor added in
1880s (emphasis added); served as boarding
house prior to 1918 (Woodbridge, 1988:258).
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' The Hotel Angels (CA 1547) 1n Angels Camp, éaiifofﬁiaﬁ;iglfﬁ[;Q';(;;

another example.~»

:(Stone, plastered seven-bay front two storles,

" "low gable roof, two story veranda across front

with turned balustrade and bracketed caps.

'10r1g1nal canvas ‘hotel built’ on' site 1851,

- ‘replaced by one- story wooden structure, rebullt
- out of stone 1855, second story added. 1857
,(empha51s added) ;" now - retail stores with ,

.”faltered street-level display. windows and doors,
‘with second- floor. balcony, believed to be the L

‘spot where Mark Twain heard about the

.+ celebrated jumping: frog of Calavaras County

_(Woodbrldge 1988 107) BRI

An addltlonal example is the Plaza Hotel (Mex1can Barracks)
(CA 1954) in San Juan Batlsta, Callfornla It is descrlbed

. .'94", U-shaped, two stories, hip roof, casement'
~ windows, second-floor balcony. Built 1815 as’

v"*_l988 243)

There are also examples of two~s ‘
orlglnally bullt entlrely of stone, 111ustrat1ng that thls o
1s 1ndeed poss1ble. One of these 1s the Stone Store (CA'”

1508) in. Buena Vlsta Ca11forn1a;""‘“"'

'.ffstone,wtonbay:front, twc”étafles,

7Adobe and wood frame, 92' (seven bay front) x:f?‘

. ~one-story adobe barracks for: Spanlsh soldlers
- and two- story. guard house,»comblned into one
~structure and wood-frame second. story added by R
_ Angelo Zanetta, 1855 (emphas1s added) ; operated

. as a hotel on stage line between San Francisco
" and Los Angeles, restored 1960s (Woodbrldge,J““;;

Y. structures

'descrlbed as.,a

'gable roof
"with stepped false front.. .it had been built 1n
“‘Lancha Plana and moved stone by stone in 1876

~ .to Buena.Vista by: Chlnese miners who - recelved Lt

" land under store for thelr effort (Woodbrldge,.; v
. 1988 117) L : : .




The Farrington Hotel (CAt1189).in Callahan, California_is
another example of a rubble‘stone twojstory hotel |
(Woodbridge;s1988:118). A third example is the City Hote1‘ 
(CA-1566). It is deSeribed as: |
Stone and adobe, two Stories, gable roof, two-
story porch across front with elaborate
balustrade and spindle frieze at second level
(Woodbridge 1988:255-6).

The fact that it is p0551b1e to bulld multlple stories
from stone and rubble stone raises some questions. ‘ Why not
build The 0ld Stone Hotel entirely out of stone and adobe?
If The 0ld Stone Hotel ‘was bu11t after the railroad, why was
the lower floor built out of stone and adobe’ |

A simple explanation is that»thezhotel predates the
railroad. Stone and‘adobe were‘inexpensiVe andeere \
fcommonly used when therevwas a shortage of wood, which Wasv
certainly the case in the desert. If indeed the railroad
had already begun operation, wood would have been available
for the entire structure.

If stone was used because it is cooler in the .desert
heat (rather than for lack of wood) , 'why not build both
floors initially from»stone? The additional insulation
against the summer heat would have been welcomed byihotel'
guests sleeping upstairs. In addition to beingban
insulator, stone would have been fire-proof. An obvions
exanple of this is the rense of the first floor folloWing

the fire(s).
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I belleye that the hotel was bullt orlglnally as a one-;
':story way statlon, large enough to accommodate the trafflc o
'rThe rubble stone was 1nexpens1ve and prov1ded some | .
oprotectlon from the desert heat._ The rallroad 1ncreased the'
) _trafflc and prov1ded a falrly 1nexpen51ve method of »
flmportlng lumber. o
Other questlons arlse when the structure 1s examlned.
‘Why use. twelve foot celllngs when bulldlng‘a two- story
vstructure s1nce elght or ten feet would be sufflclent for
"the bottom floor’ As mentloned prev1ously, it is poss1ble
that twelve foot celllngs were: utlllzed to draw the heat up,
allow1ng for a comfort in the llVlng area ‘ But this agaln‘
ralses the questlon"why not- construct the entlre structure'
out of stone, if indeed the heat was a problem° ‘ALl of thevh
levidence indicates that the’second floor wasoan
afterthought;}rTheaCOncept:of“twelve-foot‘ceilings for
relief from desert’heat isyconjecture.
| The lack of‘notchesvfor.placement oflthe floor beams

for the second story seems to 1nd1cate the intention of
'orlglnally bulldlng a s1ngle story structure : In fact the
‘use of two different: bulldlng materlals 1nd1cate a two
t,dlfferent bulldlng eplsodes“separated by tlme."
" Due to the 1ncreased traffic travellng to Callco, it”lsm
'vnot unllkely that the second floor was added to accommodate.

expanded dlnlng and sleeplng fa0111t1es }f*h
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STRUCTURAL HISTORY

The orlglnal owner/bullder of The Old Stone Hotel

.aeluded me. Searchlng through the San Bernardlno County Hallﬁffiélf}a

‘Tof Records and County Archlves, I was able to document
dlyownershlp as early as 1917 ) There were many problems w1th
the records search The land on whlch The Old Stone Hotel

| _1s bullt orlglnally belonged to the Southern Pa01f1c Land

‘~ajchmpany : Prlor to 1917 the parcels of land had been leasedéﬂf

T:ﬁto bulldlng owners. The records in the Tax Assessors offlcevi :
‘showed property taxes on Sectlon 21 of T 9N and R 1E were‘ :
',pald by the Rallroad and not the 1nd1v1dual property ownersn

a,It was not untll 1918 that the tltle was transferred to an
'1nd1v1dua1 owner, Annle Faulkner.bft“fpfif??f“iv;f"

“ To compllcate matters Varlous plat maps were used - to'i

.,'1dent1fy the property in: agreement records.; These"h

i.agreements were apparently between 1nd1v1duals who sold

'“thelr 1ease 1nterest 1nj”‘

ovements on the:land to each
*other,'seemlngly w1th the‘rallroad’s approvallv‘U51ng i
dlfferent plat maps and property descrlptlons created ajﬁéff””'
“;}Vlrtual maze that I was unable to w1nd my way through.iﬁTheh:T‘

vmaps from the Pa01flc Land Company no longer seem to be e UES

-]..avallable, accordlng to The Rallroad Museum 1n Sacram'ntotfi‘t

”and The Kansas State Hlstorlcal 8001etyb;:

When examlnlng.the?5,17.=
h:.agreement ‘or mortgage records, I found street names that do ',
'not ex1st on the 1917 Southern Pa01flc Plat map, such as

1.]F1fth Street and Maln Street Anpearl;er*mapuof~19lln[}f}”



(Appendlx L) utlllzes dlfferent numbers for the blocks and

.lots. These could be structure numbers} 'f;ce thls documen:'b 7

was used 1n court Furthermore, property.descrlptlons (1 e

.,block and lot numbers) were_m1s51ng from the mortgage Azlnvﬁ

o records and descrlptlons of surroundlng bulldlngs 1dent1f1ed

n,only by the owner names, such as’ Walsh's Saloon were used

.*An example of th1s is a property descrlptlon from June 12

f1894°*”"'

'fCommen01ng at north easterly corner of lot
 owned by W.E. Steadman and running . easterly
~fifty-one feet along the south side of Flfth o
- Street to the Northeast corner of property of '
- A. Falconer then Southerly one ‘hundred- and o
- fifty feet then westerly fifty-one feet to'vaf
. place of beglnnlng also known as Van Brlesens'”
’ Adobe dwelllng : e .

Thls created a maze w1th1n a mazelfpr_"**?'-
The "Rallroad Hotel m referred to in varlous documentS[nj"
v,'seemed to be located accordlng to the Pac1flc Improvement

Co{ map,’on Block 72 Lots 7 8 9 10 Block 72 was on Slxth'lpi‘ |

‘,jStreet and each lot had a frontage of twenty flve feet.‘

V;‘Mortgage Book o, Page 348 llsts Vlctor Von Brlesen as the: o
nowner of the "Rallroad Hotel“ p He sold the property to

fSeymour Alf for $2600 00 1n May, 1884.' ThlS hotel 1s oftenji;t..

7“t€fconfused w1th The Old Stone Hotel but property

Sf]descrlptlons, u51ng streets}such as Flfth and Slxth Streets,aﬁ

vi‘lead me to belleve that the hotel is located east of Fourth ;f}f

| .Street An examlnatlon of the 1917 plat map (Appendlx A)
'3lreveals that all the streets utlllzlng numbers, 1nc1ud1ng '
’.»Flrst Second Thlrd and Fourth Streets run north south




beginning on the west end of town with First Streetvand
moving eastward. |

There was also another hotel in town, west of The»Old
Stone Hotel whichtmight further-conque the already |
conqued In photographs 1t is poss1ble to see that there is
a hotel very close to The Old Stone Hotel - The hotel west
of The 0ld Stone Hotel was 1n1t1ally called the Capltal
Lodglng House (Appendlx N) and then the Daggett Hotel
(Appendix M) . At some point in tlme th1s structure appears
in a photo with only an elephant on the face of the parapet .
, perhaps representatlve of nearby Elephant Mountaln
:Osbourn s Grader, a steam powered tractor,vde51gnedr1nj8an‘sf
Francisco inh1889,‘is shown in front of the building,
placing the photo after'1889‘(Add anvappendix with thisiu
photo) See photo in'Once Upon the Desert. wKeeling'-1976~86)f B
As mentioned previously, in an 1887 Daggett Dlrectory, a
lodging house and two hotels are mentloned | These would be
the,Capltal_Lodglng House and probably The Oldetone'HotelE
and Railroad Hotel, since the Railroaleotelpis nentioned in'd
“mortgage documents from this period’ v»' |

. Using the’1917 plat-map} I determlned that The Old
Stone Hotel is 1ocated in Block 4, Lot 7 and{thls was
':verlfled by the Tax AssessorSgofflce’in*Barstowv(Appendlxps_ai

P)? _ o . _ ,
Two. maps that I was unable to'locate;would have.been?

very helpful in identifying property, including the various
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hotels in town. These were the Pacific Improvement'Co.‘1882.
plat map‘and the Southern Pacific Lease map.

" Without the missing plat maps it is impossible to be:v
certain, but it appears that Block 4 Lot 7, on which the
hotel is located has eighty-feet of ffontage; Block 72,
bLots 7,8,9,10 are each twenty-five-feet of frontagé with'ax
total of one-hundred-feet of frontage. Based on the size of
the blocks and lots, it seéms‘impoésiblé thét'the lots and
blocks could be the same}‘ FurthermOre‘Sixth Street does not
appear oh the map. The horth—south stréets ére‘numbered,
beginning with First Street on the west end of town and
Fourth Stréetveast of the property on which The 0ld Stone
Hotel is located‘(AppéndiX‘P). It appears that the
"Railroad Hotel" was quite a bit east of The 0ld Stone Hbtel
and no. longer exists.

The present owner of The 0ld Stone Hotel is the San
Bernardino County Museum‘Association. vThe property was
donated to SBCMA by Elenor Lacy and wasvrecorded Oct. lO,b
1977 (Mortgage book 9287 Page 1216). |

Elenor and Hugh Lacy purchased the property, Block 4;
ILots 1,2,7, from Maurice Mcshane on Oct. 24, 1972 (Mortgagé
book 8046, Pages 63, 64). Mauricé McShahe; Grace Coy and
Frank McShane inherited the property.from Annie Faulkher,
Maurice and Frank’s mother, andvGrace’s_grandmcther; Annie
had purchased the property, Block 4, Lot 7, from the

Southern Pacific Land Company April 18, 1918 (Mortgage book
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630' Page 317)1‘ Alex Falconer owned The Old Stone Hotelp;.f*
when he marrled Annle 1n 1913 e |
Rumors abound as to the actual owners or past owners

_Walter Alf 1n an artlcle entltled "The Alfs and Medllns"_Jf.

from Once Upon a Desert (Keellng 172), alleges that The Old
ESStone Hotel was bullt by D1strlct Attorney Kavanaugh’ |
w1dowed mother._ ThlS is the flrst mentlon of a poss1ble‘o;
‘bullder;_ Walter Alf 1s no longer allve,'and therefore~1t’lsf'f
‘dlfflcult to trace th1s rumor A search through County "y
kArchlves reveals that N Kavanaugh (w1fe Elv1ra) was 1lsted
as a’ Clty Constable for San Bernardlno, although the~
'Kavanaugh’s were. not llsted as property owners 1n Daggett.,
John Falconer S w;ll,llsts hlS heirs, whlchtlnclude Allce
-CaVanaugh and Alex_Falconer. It is unknown if they‘are »
ibrother and sister( althOugh I suspect they were. (I don’t
know_ifvthe spellings oflcavanaugh and'KaVanaugh‘indicatev
mistakes'or unrelatedvindividualsi) '

Another suggested owner is Seymour Alf Walter Alf’

.father. ‘WaltervAlf, in Once Upon a Desert notes that

'_"Seymour Alf bought The'Old‘Stone-Hotel"‘(Keeling 1976:172) .

" He goes on.to state that the famlly, follow1ng the August

1988 b1rth of Walter "squatted on the property at Flrst and h“

‘Santa Fe Streets untll 1t was determlned that the land was aﬁ
.part of the rallroad‘sectlon. “They leased 1t andvflnally'
. bought 1t from the rallroad" (Keellng 1976 172) Why would

»the famlly squat on a plece of land when they owned The Old
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“fstone Hotel’p In The- San Bernardlno C;tf and Countf-

q 'Dlrectorv of 1886 Seymour Alf 1s sald to be the owner of thef;_,”"

blﬁ‘Rallroad Eatlng House, apparently a hotel and a lodglng

"Thouse. The Alfs moved to Daggett in 1885 'accordlng'to-ig
:Walter Alf.h Mortgage Book 0 page 348 llStS Seymour Alf asd:y”

&;Tthe purchaser of Block 72 Lots 7 8,9, 10 from Vlctor Von:it;;u

:‘.Brlesen in May of 1884 | In June of 1886 thls same propertydvp
‘was referred to as the "Rallroad Hotel"'(Mortgage Book 48,

: page 6) ' Walter Alf refers to the Hotel as The Old Stone
lv"Hotel' whlle the Dlrectory refers to 1t as. the Rallroad
.Eatlng House | o

As mentloned prev1ously the earllest documented owner
‘lof The Old Stone Hotel was Alex Falconer and his wife Annle;T
‘Mulcahy Bahten McShane Falconer (Appendlx O) Annle

Falconer S granddaughter, Grace Coy 1s Stlll llVlng in San:
;Bernardlno and actually 1lved ‘in The Old Stone Hotel.“I had"7l"
the opportunlty to meet w1th Grace over the .course of af7‘ v
couple of months.'f Grace explalned what she could remember
about the hotel and llfe there during the early 19OOS

Grace Toennis" Coy was born in Daggett in 1905. ‘She‘
»left Daggett for Hanford when she was' flve years old. ‘ﬁérljvi

parents were dlvorced and she returned to llve 1n Daggett

 with ner mother grandmother Annle,'and Annie’s new husband SRA

.Alex Falconer ’ Grace attended the s1xth grade in Daggett
Her teacher in: s1xth grade was Mrs. Gertrude Alf. _Shortly

“afterwards her_mother remarrled‘Dr. Kensey and_Grace7moVed



,'from Daggett once agaln.:_ She returned 1n 1920 follow1ng
”the death of her mother on September 9 of the same year..‘

She stayed w1th her grandmother,hat the hotel untll 1924

’.(Coy, 1992 1990)
| Grace remembers the 1nterlor of‘the hotel when she was‘f
a Chlld ~ She recalls that the hotel desk was a SOlld oak _-
table and the hotel had a. two—hole outhouse.: The kltchen £
was in the back of the addltlon on. the northeast corner of
the bulldlng Annie Mulcahy Faulkner had a pool hall and
bar bullt next door to the hotel for her son Frank McShane,"
~~ who Grace remembers as crlppled or paralyzed from: pollo
- The pool hall waSubulltksomegtlme after’ Annle marrleduAleX;;f.3
>.1n 1913._‘ | ) | | i o e
Grace was able to recall‘the carblde gas generator B
which produced gas for llghts.ln the hotel‘and some of»Alek‘.*
Falconer?s nearbwdbuildings ,!The generator was.lOCated;eastf‘
of the.hotel somewhere near the saloon and restaurant. 'Hér’
step grandfather plumbed for gas and w1red the hotel in
ant1c1patlon of electrlc 11ghtsf 'Electrlclty did not.arriye
in Daggett until 1926 according to Grace Coy. ‘There is a
hole'to the_eaSt‘of theghotel with a‘cement floor, not quitey
l”large enough for a basementk Dav1d Llnn s map of the o |
excaVation‘at*The Oldistone Hotel (Appendlx*Q),'1llustrates
hole #2 wh1ch Grace belleves to be ‘the hole des1gned for the

‘carbide gas‘generator. It makes sense to place a gas plant



- far enough from the bulldlng and 1n a depres51on surrounded*r'

ﬂ:by stone 1n case of an explos1on.
Grace contends that Alex Falconer purchased The Old
.Stone Hotel 1n 1885 along w1th the saloon next door._jshe{fu"

: also states that the second story burned 1n 1908. AThéyu,,,,

T;resultlng one- story structure ‘has not changed much -ekéépﬁgﬁ‘r

for the deterloratlon accordlng to" Grace. féff

‘Renovation of'Daggettiy.'
.-In 1885.Daggett underwent a renovation Accordlng to

Alan Hensher wrltlng 1n Herltaqe Tales 1986 on "San

'Bernardlno County S Sllver Llnlng, The Boom at Callco, 188lr‘
1898",

In the Spring of 1885. Daggett's re51dents and
business owners took great pains to enlarge,
- remodel and paint their: bulldlngs Trees had
been or were being planted in front:of the -
- railroad hotel, a.saloon;'a restaurant, a
- store, and several houses. Near the Qulnn &
' Sutcliffe brewery, awnlngs and trees were: added
80, that the place "will be a pleasant place to
sit on a summer eve’s and quaff the foaming -
beverage..." Frelghter Joseph LeCyr, .who. was
' ,also a deputy sheriff,; refurbished his home,
~built a plcket fence around the yard ~and
planted trees and shrubs. As soon as Daggett’s :
trees "grow to considerable size and the = --; i
gardens are in a more flourlshlng condition the'
‘town will look like a verdant garden" the Prlntf_
~pred1cted [Quotes from Calico Print newspaper
7”11n quotatlon marks] (Hersher 1968:19) .

‘ If the town, and certalnly The Old Stone Hotel had
| been bullt 1n 1882/83 it seems unllkely that there would be

a. need to remodel 1n 1885 An orlglnal bulldlng date of
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perhéps‘1875,vten'yeérs‘léter, would be mugh more reasonable
for a remodelihg blitz;T | Fufthermore fhé article notés 
that trees were planted in froﬁt of the Railroéd Hotel; _Thé
available photo (AppendikiM) does not show’trées in frént’of
The 01d Stdne Hotelehile;trees do appear.in fr§nt of othef
structures in towh. | * |

| ‘Because there is so little accuraté information
available on the hotél_itseif,vit is impoftant to understahd
the circumstantial evidence that supports or argues agaiﬁst
a construction date prior.to'fhe railrdad. It has,been' =
suggested that the hotel is contemporary with the raiquad
‘putting a construction date at approximately’1882/18§3; The
County Assessor’s office‘apprpximétes'the'date‘of
construction as 1875‘(Mdohftd‘Coy, Juné 1577).

Suppbrting evidence includes the railroad, which
usually followed stage and freight lines, suggesting that
the corridor throﬁgh Daggett was indeed busy, creating a
necessity for overnight accommodations. As'noted
previously, Camp Cady, a military garrisbn of dfagoons
available to protect against indian attack, was located east
of Daggett and The 0ld Stone Hotel, ensuring an endless trek
of soldiers from Los Angeles to their post;»‘

Another bit of evidencé was found in a court case
involving Southern Pacific Railroad. The court documents
included a hand-drawn map of Daggett (Appendix T). The map

was found in the file at the Archaeological Information
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Center in San Bernardlno and 1llustrates the p051tlon of thei°'“'

.vdepot 1n relatlon to early bulldlngs 1n town.' Hand-wrltten';{v*“w

:notes on’ the map 1ndlcate that Jame s place 1s across the :5“

"street from the depot ThlS 1nformatlon 1s apparently from f[:f

an 1882 artlcle in. the Callco Prlnt. Van s place 1s east of~f77 )

o Jame s place and down the street from the depot The Old

'Stone Hotel 1s across the street from the depot 1n the 1917
\map;' It 1s p0551ble that Jame s place 1s actually The Old

-Stone Hotel and could have been operated as a general store' .

'_durlng the early years, although th1s 1s merely speculatlon.‘: -

ThlS would explaln why no references to The Old Stone Hotel

appear 1n early mortgage records ' ThlS map also places

Van S . place down the street If Van s place 1s the Rallroad'- .

Hotel thls map places 1t east of the depot and also east of_p}

Fourth Street Wthh is where the Rallroad Hotel was located'efn

accordlng to mortgage records. = | : S ‘
‘ - Another avenue yet unexplored ls the name for the

- hotel.f."The old stone Hotel" suggests that the hotel
’predates the other bulldlngs 1n town (Appendlx J) fuf‘n

flndeed everythlng was bUllt at the tlme of the rallroad 1t

'would be unllkely that the stone bulldlng would be referred ffﬂ*-°

g to as. "Old Indeed why not call it the "Stone Hotel" as

T'the hotel appears 1n later photos after the 1908 f1re

-(Appendlx O) ' It is- p0881ble follow1ng the f1re of 1900 the5f3slf

hotel was renamed The Old Stone Hotel, 1ndlcat1ng 1tsii;'&i"'*"“

-maturlty.pv
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‘Flre at The Old Stone Hotel

There was allegedly a f1re 1n 1899 or 1900 Wthh

destroyed the hotel Examlnatlon of the photographsj573 gfif:'d“xv”

3,1nd1cate that there must have been at least two flres.t.ThéfT'ff
,sequence of photos places Appendlx N as the earllest photo

'Vfbecause the Capltal Lodglng house 1s mentloned 1n 1886

“W,Daggett Dlrectory,lalong w1th two other hotels 1n town.ff“ SR

-thls tlme accordlng tO mortgaqe records, The Old stone Hotelf}f}ﬂ'*

'h'and the Rallroad hotel are operatlng at thlS tlme ‘;The_liW

remalns of the hotel 1n Appendlx N are to the rlght of thefﬁg\.”

vhgphoto. Appendlces M I; J and K are from a later perlod

;:‘w1th The Old Stone Hotel rebullt ' Th1s 1s corroborated by:;*fffp

".ﬂ;the s1ze of the trees planted 1n front of the Daggett

,:to the west of The Old Stone Hotel : Appendlx O 1s after”‘

f1913 as Annle Falconer s1ts 1n front of the hotel w1th her‘ ;JV'“

_frlends and brothers.' She dld not marry Alex falconer untll;u”

1913. Appendlx N reveals that very llttle 1s 1eft of Ty

”ny;old Stone Hotel except the stone portlon of the structure.l'””

There are a Varlety of scenarlos that would explaln thef"Vl
”»'unflnlshed stone structure : The owners of the hotel could

p;have been 1n the process of rebulldlng follow1ng a f1refN“\ﬁ"

ffThe bulldlngs to the left 1n Appendlxerlack names.,&#ff
”,TP0581bly these bulldlngs were damaged by the same flre‘and ffl[;g

E ,the owners were 1n the process of flnlshlng deta1l work suchf?ff

_as palntlng the names on the facade



Another possibility is that the»addition of the second-
story could have been ih fhe.progfess. >Invreviewing'fhel
documents, there was no mention of thé hofel as a two—story_u'
structure. It is possiblebthat both éyeots occurred at =
this tiﬁe.v A fire destroyed the hotel,‘and the owners took
this opportunity to build on, utilizing the stone on the
bottom floor and adding the wooden second floor.

| The présént building is the result of a fire which, on
~ July 13, 1908, destroyed most of the hotel and apparently a
large majority of the town, including The People’s General |
Store and Scotty’s Market, to the west of The People’s
General Store. The stone walls of the hotel remained
standing and were reused during the reconstruction the
following year. The fire certalnly altered the interior,
the building went from two-story to a oné—story,‘making
placement of the original interior walls impossible.
Further the additions to the rear of the building were

probably built at the time of the last fire.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AT DAGGETT

According to an article in the San Bernardino County

Museum Newsletter (June, 1980), excavations at The 0ld Stone
Hotel were conducted in the summer”of 1979.  David Linn and
Gordon Strickler from the Daggett Historical Society
directed the project. The California Conservation Corps

provided the 1700 plus man-hours of labor for the dig.

38



-Unfortunately provenance for the artlfacts was not

-l malntalned Apparently excavatlon by 10 centlmeter levels

vdld not occur Artlfacts were merely removed and dumped 1n fyf“

| yfbarrels to awalt cleanlng Mas51ve amounts of artlfactsifi

were excavated from holes placed prlmarlly over whatr

lappeared to be the prlvy p1ts and refuse dlsposal s1tes

Chuck Mueller, a San Bernardlno Sun reporter, descrlbesl“f73;

'Tthe collectlon as 1nclud1ng’"ch1nese oplum plpes a woman s |
: p1n of amethyst ‘some handmade tools, c01ns datlng to 1898
d'and several cases of unopened whlskey "‘_yActually_lt was_;
‘much more extens1ve than these 1tems.‘}”There'are perhapsllo
boxes‘of artlcleS'excavated from»thesehvariousfpits. .
S[Accordlng to carol Rector at the San Bernardlno County
,'Museum, the excavated materlals were placed in barrels where_

vthey sat for some tlme unt11 the 1tems were cleaned. The

‘artlfacts were tentatlvely cataloged by Lester Ross, but the@f.l

collectlon lacks an 1ntens1ve study ’ Most of‘the»boxes s1t!5.'

,'sln the People s General Store,»next door to The Old Stone

otel These contaln prlmarlly glass bottles. The rest of ;’

the collectlon, prlmarlly ceramlcs and at few excavated
c01ns, are‘ln the posse551on of,The San~Bernard1no,Countyfyf_Q_'

Museum 1n Redlands

The ceramlcs appear to be pr1mar11y whlte 1ronstonev
}hotelware, although some: stoneware was also found Thé_i“‘*
Stoneware was prlmarlly Utlllty ware and beer bottles-“,'s“

Identlfled marks from the 1ronstone 1nclude Edward Clarke (&
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ﬂfCo ), Knowles, Taylor & Knowles (Co ), Henry Kennedy & Sonslﬂr

'(Ltd ) Thomas Hughes Arthur J. Wllklnson (Ltd ), H J

tColclough Colclough Chlna Ltd Rldgway Potterles Ltd
_Ploneer Pottery Company,. & G. Meakln (Ltd ), Joseph
Bourne & Son LTD , John Maddock & Sons (Ltd),~ The' leoges;;“
:Chlna Company, Homer Laughlln Chlna Co., John Edwards, Clyde
igPottery Co (Ltd ), or C P Co., F Grosvenor (& SOn), g;fthT

L'Burford Brothers, Henry Burgess, Burgess & Goddard.¢ﬂ,jt W

The archaeologlcal excavatlon d1d not prov1de enough,
1nformatlon to a551st in developlng a prec1se bulldlng date -
_ No excavatlons were done near the foundatlons._ It 1s

.lposs1ble that the excavators mlssed the earllest prlvy plt‘m

'TThe map of the excavatlon 51te (Appendlx Q) reveals that the?ﬂfﬁ
plts seem to be in llne w1th each other mov1ng north or away
from the property when addltlonal pr1v1es were needed.j Ttnhu'””
there were earller pltS that were missed durlng excavatron,i o
:they could be under the tln addltlon on the east. ThlS
would place the prlvy pltS outs1de the door and behlnd the fﬁ
“bulldlng . | Cows |
The prlvy plts that were excavated revealed materlal
,such as ceramlcs that generally have a falrly long use llfe.(

The 001ns prov1de only a llmlted clue as to the tlme perlod‘}

.-1ndue,to.delays:1n depos1tlon_afterbproductlon, slmllar_to

" ceramics.
Z‘Records'frothraCe Coy;shedlsome light.on:the'_

arChaeologicalreXcavationsVconduCted-atyThe‘Cld'Stone Hotel.



In a 1etter from her uncle Maurlce McShane and hlS w1fe gff’s
E1s1e, Maurlce recounts the destructlon of the restaurant
and saloon bullt near The Old Stone Hotel.j He wrltes,.

Now do you remember one: day when I was tearlng
~ down the restaurant and cottage - that I took a-
'long pointed crow bar ‘and struck down 1nto an P
o0ld tunnel or cellar, I should ‘have :
- investigated further, but some-how didn’t. .
That’s probably where the old bottles, wine and S
. whiskey was found. . The .0ld saloon was o
~adjoining the restaurant on the immediate east
side front fa01ng south and rear north
“(Appendlx R) . :

‘Apparently Mauriceihad'fOund What'was5referred to as ;
Hole #1 durlng the archaeoloqlcal excavatlons (see map of
excavatlon).‘ Margaret Foutsi'a member of the Daggett
Hlstorlcal Soc1ety wrltes to Grace Coy (1977)

‘Yes, that old basement where bottles and other
~ items were found was a surprise. Hope Maurice
' ‘McShane knows all about it. Wonder if it was:

‘under a building called, "Daggett Saloon." =

According to an old snapshot there was such a

building some place east of the Chlnese

Restaurant R S ‘

The dates of these letters alldappear;to be written two
years prior to the‘excavation,at The‘Old‘Stone:Hotel. The
holes had apparently been'vandalized»by pot‘and‘bottle
hunters Accordlng to a’ Jan 12 1979 artlcle in the San"

‘ fBernardlno Sun, three youths removed 1tems such as hotel i

reglsters and the whlskey bottles w1th llquor Stlll in them,hhm‘

“prlor to the actual excavatlon
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' .PROSTITUTION IN DAGGETT

Daggett was a mlnlng town w1th qulte a few 51ngle men

: Whlle 1n most places 1t would not be unusual to flnd a hotelfffvﬁj

i used as & house Of prOStltutlon: eSPeCIally Where 11quor wasffr”i”

f,also served I doubt h1s happened at The Old Stone Hotel

r,There were many fam111es 11v1ng 1n Daggett durlng the early d{*m

”'days, just as there were 1n Callco.f Houses of prostlt‘,=x'h"'%'

o generally were not located at the largest hotel 1n town

Prostltutes preferred the outsklrts of. towns An example=offa”""

fthls-can be»found 1n~Rosa May the blography of a prostltute
"bfrom the hlstorlc ghost towns of Bodle and Vlrglnla Clty
(Wllllams, 1980) This allowed for: qulet ;secret

rendezvous, w1thout the town g0551p s knowledge

Dependlng on the focus of the author,:Daggett has been;‘Vhﬂ o

‘ presented as a rough and rowdy western town or.. a commer01algfx@»'

‘termlnus for Callco, w1th business and- famlly of v1tal jfi»ﬁfy

jlmportance.k The hotel apparently d1d not have a: saloon”

:hlns1de although there was one to the east. Judge Dlx.VanH
:iDyke, a local res1dent Vlewed Daggett as a rough town ‘“1ﬁmi
‘f;an artlcle entltled "Old Tlmes In Daggett" he descrlbes abﬂ?afu
l,anlght apparently at Alex Falconer s Saloon.f He wrltestﬁﬁyw

*None of our’ peace offlcers happened to be at” oA
Alec’s [s1c] one night. when hOStllltleS began\ﬁ;}p' %
Before the tumult subsided there was gun- play,*fQ‘-‘f
~.and a Mexican sprawled on the floor. . Doc: : . =
.. Pitman, the coroner, was a jolly" soul who
~“enjoyed visiting a desert saloon and maklng o
-}fmerry ‘with the boys. . In due" tlme, ‘he arrlved S
~for the inquest. But to his disgust he could
not find one witness to ‘the. shootlng, although”~*~
‘the saloon had been crowded - : s




‘ Whlle Van Dyke created a rough 1mage of the town of Daggett hffﬂ*

he makes no reference to prostltutlon
| Whlle champagne glasses do not 1ndlcate prostltutlon .
lthey could indicate the presence of females, although mlnersﬂ'
often celebrated strlkes w1th champagne 3 Champagne glasses‘”
'were foundvln the archaeologlcal record‘but since there'was,
'no vertlcal control of artlfacts 1t 1s d1fflcult to placev
| them in a chronologlcal order Therefore the glasses could
'date from any time throughout the occupatlon period and glve”‘
no 1nd1catlon of prostltutlon

There certalnly is nothlng in the llterature to suggest
that there were houses of 1ll repute in the v1c1n1ty
_yRumors abound of a prostltute, "Diamond Lll,"‘andvherfgirls,
saidvto‘have workedgthe minlng'camps. rMyrum Mudgett, a
child_during\CaliCo's early'days insists that “Diamond‘Lild
would haye had to have*been quintuplets to have been‘in all
~.the mlnlng camps where she was supposed to be ALL AT THE'
SAME TIME" (Mudgett, 1977) apparently 1mply1ng that llttle
prostltutlon ex1sted

Annie,Mulcahy Falconerlwrote down her memories of‘
-Calico and Daggett area, entitled "The Story of CalicO"
(unpubllshed story by Annle Falconer from Grace Coy
icollectlon) She recalls calico as a place where everybody
_‘acted like brother»and 81ster._ She mentlons‘the saloons ‘and

gambling in a positive light.
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' «w'by Santa Fe Federal Sav1ngs and Loan, dates constructlon_of

'TRUMORS ABOUND

o Mlslnformatlon,lunverlfled or sources lacklng c1tatlonsj¥r
“3were common when 1nvest1gat1ng The Old Stone Hotel

"Guldeposts to Hlstory," a small booklet publlshed 1n 1977

the hotel at 1875 but sources were not 01ted Th1s same‘h,

'artlcle contends there were three flres 1n the hotel prlor ;t

'to 1900 but ‘once agaln there are no c1tatlons.‘f¢thﬁv};V7°

The flres in the hotel are: mentloned often but rarely

'_documented The Mo1ave Rlver and Its Vallev, contends the

'whole town of Daggett is« sa1d to have burned The author

Erma Pelrson (1970 189) also states that the flrst home 1n‘;f"lli"'

the town of Daggett was bullt by Jonas Brown Osborne." Jonasb;
’Osbornefbullt Osborne S Grader, the steam powered tractor
des1gned to- replace the 20—mule team borax tralns He had au

presence in Daggett but 1t is. unknown when he bullt the lphfi'"

,house The source of thlS 1nformatlon 1s unknown
As was prev1ously mentloned Desert Scotty (or Death

‘Valley Scotty of Scotty s Castle) is sald to have frequentedflh

.The Old Stone Hotel.' Room number 7 ‘was supposedly reserved p:fu"

4for his personal use only , Desert ScottY d1d spend tlme in® e
‘_Daggett but the extent of his stay seens to be L“L”V e
"pundocumented' There is a photograph of Desert Scotty 1n w‘
‘front of The Old Stone Hotel (Appendlx M) Apparently hé
1ssued stock 1n 1913 to ralse money for prospectlng trlps.;.

It is p0551b1e that Desert Scotty, about to depart to the
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mlnes, had hls photo taken 1n order to ralse addltlonal

'q_capltal from the sale of hlS stock : Accordlng to a San

vBernardlno Sun artlcle,_a stock certlflcate was 1ssued to

y7merchant George Toennls of Daggett in exchange for supplle m:y7

77_The photo of Desert Scotty 1n Daggett (Appendlx M) and the

stock 1ssue must have occurred at separate tlmes, becaus

dAppendlx M seems to have been taken 1mmed1ately follow1ng

Z;restoratlon in 1900 It is poss1ble that Toennls granted.i'
Scotty credlt Wthh he pald back 12 or 13 years later w1th ffl W
$2 000 of stock. Elther way, the stock (Appendlx S) and -

‘ Desert Scotty eventually proved worthless.‘ Scotty tufned

out to be prlmarlly ‘a con man whom everyone loved.

| Another rumor that has been dlfflCult to verlfy lsﬂa

“fstory of a lantern or s1gnal llght ‘on the top of the hotel

in what sounds llke an attlc or roof top glass dome.‘ Whenvv

the llquor arrlved 1n town the lantern would be 11t and the‘y"d

hmlners, 1n the hlllS overlooklng Daggett would all convergef3bl
on the town.f When the llquor dried up they would return to f;"

vthelr dlgglngs untll the next frelght wagon of . llquor':yxﬁffh

:arrlved e Lo

Once agaln th1s 1s‘a dlfflcult story‘to verlfy 1iﬁ{t:“

' .heard 1t from Lester Ross who could not remember where’he‘¥;mvﬂ'
'lheard 1t ' There is a story of a nearby ranch w1th a- beacon,ﬁ
hand the story could have evolved from th1s ranch houseimllf

,llght. It w1ll probably always remaln an 1nterest1ng rumor p“



CONCLUSION
Ev1dence to support the presence of The Old Stone Hotel

E prlor to the rallroad 1ncludes';

;.1. ',The locatlon of the hotel on a major road between‘Salt
| ;3Lake, Utah Needles, and San Bernardlno Los Angelesfgrfi”
2. prThe-large"amount of»stage, frelght and mllltary trafflc
| .necess1tat1ng a hotel prlor to the rallroad._;a;;Q;puﬂfﬁ”
;l3;p-pCallco was estab11shed in 1881 creatlng a need for a
.commer01a1 termlnus prlor to the rallroad.; o |
'4., .The lack of resources in the desert and the fact that
‘the hotel 1s bullt of stone.vV~ “ |

u;5.rg’The name of The Old Stone Hotel 1mp11es that the.v,'”

nﬁistructure 1s one of the older structures 1n town.v.-\-:.7"

C On the ba51s of th1s c1rcumstant1al ev1dence I belleve;;*t“

‘that The Old Stone Hotel predated the rallroad.v Wlthout

:def1n1t1ve documents such as’ maps and mortgage records the_gfra"‘

' true date of constructlon w1ll never be known.
g I also contend that The Old Stone Hotel was orlglnally
a one- story structure bu11t of rubble stone E_Support for

-,thls is found 1n the analys1s of the structure and 1ncludes.b

1. 'Rubble stone was ea51ly access1ble and free whlle wood: o

~ifwas v1rtually unavallable 1n the desert and expens1ve
[prlor to the rallroad
ffz, thhe structure lacks ev1dence of support for a second c"

"floor wh1ch should have been 1nc1uded when the flrst




floor was constructed if a second“floorvwasiintended

binitially.‘ | o
3. The addition_of a wooden second—stOry;Was,not.uncoﬁﬁqhik;,

and occurred in other historical structures E o
4. As ev1denced by the HABS two- story structures, it*is'

p0551ble to build entlrely out of stone. Because thls-ff

was not done at The Old Stone Hotel I belleve that a

time perlod ex1sted between the. constructlon of the

first floor and the addltlon of the w00den second
'»floor; . o |
5.  With the coming of the railroad, or the‘baom'ihrcaliéé;f
| the need for 1ncreased eatlng and sleeplng space would
be an 1mpetus for further constructlon ‘ | :
6. A fire in 1889 or 1890 would have allowed an
opportunity to add'addltlonal-space | o :

I feel confldent in the evidence presented and althoughrp
all is not known of the structure, I hope to have R |
enllghtened some and provoked further 1nterest 1n the o
| history of The 01d. Stone Hotel

In my search for documentatlon it becamebapparent that '
there are many individuals with 1nformatlon concernlng-the
hotel. Some of these 1nd1v1duals have chosen not. to share .
w1th the community. ,I hope in the future that thev
community of Daggetttls’allowed,access to these"documentsnbv
and any photos that might-exist to7expand theaknowledge iau

base.
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Since the beginning'of my.investigafions_into The 0ld
Stone Hotel at_Déggett, The Old-S£one'H6te1‘has'suffefedW%v
earthquake damage:to‘thé northwest corﬁer.of the sﬁone
structure. Flooding dUriﬁg'the rains of*1993‘added'to thé”
damage. The San Bernardino County Museum hopes to'repaif
and stabilize the structure to endure future earthquakes;‘ A
vbuilding that has survived for over 100 years deserves the
time and effort it will take to restore it to ité original
state. |

My hope is that the fownspeople of Daggett, who:love
The Old Stone Hotel, are granted their wish of creating a
museum that willitransport the visitor back to the mining

days of Daggett.
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Appendix B - Wheéler Map of 1883 '
Portion of 1883 U.S. Chief of Engineers Map. Atlas sheet number 73, published 11/30/1883 (Part of Southern Califonia Map).
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Appendix C - Bancroﬁ Map of 1868

Portion of 1868 H. H. Bancroft Map of California and Nevada, Published by H. H.
Bancroft & Company ‘Booksellers & Stationers, San Francisco, Cal. (Government
Statlon is inside circle).
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Appendix D - Wheeler Map of 1871

Portion of Explorations and Surveys Preliminary Topographical Map of South of
Central Pacific R.R. by 1st Lieutenant George M. Wheeler in 1871.
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Appendix E - Depot at Daggett
Photo of the Depot at Daggett, 1889

to 1906. Used with permission of San Bernardino County Museum.



Appendlx F- Floor Plan of Hotel R - o
“Floor plan of The Old Stone Hotel in Daggett as a smgle story structure Illustrated
by Euloglo Guzman 1993 _ .
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Appendix I - Main Street of Daggett

Photo of the Main Street of Daggett, taken in 1902 or 1904 accordmg to two newspaper captions. Sent by Mabel Ryerson to her
mother Roxa Scott in Canada in 1906 or 1907. Used with permission of San Bernardino County Museum.
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Appendlx J %'The Old Stone Hotel"
Photo of The Old Stone Hotel as a two-story structure with the words "THE OLD STONE HOTEL" falntly ertten
Used with permission of San Bernardino County Museum.

on the facade.




o Appéndix:K -:The Hdtel' asa Two-_Storyr L
_ 7 TheOld Stone Hotel facing Santa Fe Street. Taken after 190
~* San Bernardino County Museum Collection, slide 511. :

0 but before 1 908 from the .
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Appendix L - 1911 Map of Daggett ' ,
1911 Map of Daggett apparently used in a Southern Pacific Railroad lawsuit. Map on
file at Archaeological Information Center, San Bernardino
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Appendlx M Desert Scotty

Photo taken prior to 1908 of Desert Scotty on Santa Fe Street Shows The Old Stone Hotel asa two story structure in
the nght ‘hand corner of the photo. Note that there are no trees in front of the hotel. Used with perm1ss10n of the State
L1brary in Sacramento
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Appendix N - Twenty Mule Team
Photo possibly after fire in 1900 showing The Old Stone Hotel to the far right. Hotel walls are remains of Hotel.
Capital Lodging House is in the center of the picture.
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Apendix O - Annie Falconer, Stone Hotel
Photo taken after 1913 but before 1926 with Annie Mulcahy Falconer in the chair surrounded by her brothers and friends in

front of The Old Stone Hotel. People in photo are from left to right are Robert Greer, unknown, Jim Mulcahy, Annie Mulcahy
Falconer, Frank McShane, unknown and Maurice Mulcahy. Used with permission of San Bernardino County Museum.:



5

The Old Stone Hotel

- Assessors Map

" Appendix P

San Bernardino County Tax Assessors Map No. 04-36-42A. The Old Stone

Hotel is parcel No. 516-198-01.
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'Appendlx Q- Archaeologlcal Site Map
- Site map of archaeological dig excavated by the California Conservation Corps.
Courtesy of the San Bernardino County Archaeological Informatlon Center. Illustrated by

David Linn, 1979.
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~ Appendix R - Rough Map of Hotel ,
Rough map of The Old Stone Hotel, restaurant, saloon and cottage illustrating the tunnel
discovered by Maurice McShane during destruction of the cottage. The tunnel is probably

o ~ hole number 2 as identified by David Linn in his 1979 drawing of archaeological excavation

(see Appendlx Q) This letter was sent to Grace Coy March 12, 1977 (used with
permission of Grace Coy).



Appendix S'- Scotty Stock Certificate

Stock Certificate issued by Desert Scotty in return for
groceries and suplies. Stock is dated May 2,-1913. (San
Bernardino Sun, April 9, 1968)
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Appendlx T - 1884 Map of Daggett

Hand drawn map of Daggett in 1884. Used in CC787 on 8/26/ 1884. Used with permission of San
Bernardino Archaeological Information Center.
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