ARCHAEOLOGY SOUTHWEST

CONTINUE ON TO THE NEXT PAGE FOR YOUR FREE PDF .

@ Archaeology Southwest (formerly the Center for Desert Archaeology) is a private

501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization that explores and protects the places of our past across the

American Southwest and Mexican Northwest. We have developed an integrated, conservation-
based approach known as Preservation Archaeology.

Although Preservation Archaeology begins with the active protection of archaeological sites,
it doesn’t end there. We utilize holistic, low-impact investigation methods in order to pursue
big-picture questions about what life was like long ago. As a part of our mission to help foster
advocacy and appreciation for the special places of our past, we share our discoveries with the
public. This free back issue of Archaeology Southwest Magazine is one of many ways we connect
people with the Southwest’s rich past. Enjoy!

Not yet a member? Join today!
Membership to Archaeology Southwest includes:

» A Subscription to our esteemed, quarterly Archaeology Southwest Magazine

» Updates from This Month at Archaeology Southwest, our monthly e-newsletter

» 25% off purchases of in-print, in-stock publications through our bookstore

» Discounted registration fees for Hands-On Archaeology classes and workshops

» Free pdf downloads of Archaeology Southwest Magazine, including our current and
most recent issues

»  Access to our on-site research library

» Invitations to our annual members’ meeting, as well as other special events and lectures

Join us at archaeologysouthwest.org/how-to-help

In the meantime, stay informed at our regularly updated Facebook page!
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N EARLY 1876, Brigham Young, president of the

Church ofJesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, called a meet-
ing in Salt Lake City, Utah, to select men and their families
to travel south and establish several Mormon colonies in
the Little Colorado River Valley of northern Arizona. Two
earlier attempts had been unsuccessful, but a recent scout-
ing report had described the Little Colorado as full of clear
water, with rich soil and plentiful pasture.

Young stated that the purpose of this venture was four-
fold: to take possession of the land for the State of Deseret;
to establish and develop the United Order; to proselytize
among the Hopis, Navajos, and Apaches; and to create
settlements that would serve as havens for polygamous
families who were
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in April and began the
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associated with the

Mormon Church and appearing on the Utah state seal;
the State of Deseret was to be an independent Mormon
homeland in the West. The United Order was an experi-
ment in social organization, with cooperation, rather than
competition, as its basis, in which all community mem-
bers shared resources.

In response to Young’s call, more than 200 men,
women, and children headed south in the middle of win-
ter, crossing the “Big” Colorado River at Lee’s Ferry. In
March, the lead members of the wagon train reached Sun-
set Crossing on the Little Colorado (roughly where Inter-
state 10 crosses the river east of Winslow). Lot Smith and

Mormon sites and modern towns mentioned in this issue of Archacology

northern Arizona, including ex-
cavations at three of the original
four Little Colorado colonies;
the short-lived Mormon occupation of the Forestdale area;
the Mormon Lake sawmill, dairy, and tannery; historic
petroglyphs near Joseph City; the colonies’ lime kiln; Fort
Moroni near Flagstaft; and the history and meaning of
Mormon town plans. In addition, Benjamin Pykles and
Karen Wilhelm discuss the significance of these sites to
Mormons themselves.
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