To the Archaeologists:

There You Go Again

The last issue of the Overland fournal carried a story
by Jack and Richard Steed regarding their excava-
tion of Johnson's Ranch, considered the end of the
California Trail in pre-gold rush years. When the
Steeds first submitted their story, the editor asked if
they had tried for professional archacological sup-
port, and their answer was that they had indecd, and
had been refused. Therefore, the decision was made
1o publish their story since the site was one of the
most important along the trail, and since their
research resulted in positive verification,

Two letters were received from  archaeologists
following the publication of the article. They were
esscntially the same, so we are reprinting only the
first one, from Jonathon C. Hom of Montrose,
Colorado, and the response from President Hunt
and Jack Steed.

Dear Br. Humt:

I have just finished reading “The Rediscovery of
Juhmson's Ranch™ by Jack amd Richard Sieed in the
Eloerland_fowrnal, Winter 1986 msue, Having grown up in
Morthern Californda, iv s quite evident thay the Johnson
Ranch is a very significant sige 1o the history of California
anid overland travel. As such, | was very alarmed o reacd
of the primoval of hundreds of buried artifacts from ihe sie
by the authors in an apparenily usscirntific fahion. As a
professonal kistoran and archarologiv, damage 1o an ap-
parcnitly undunturbed wite of this impornance, regardbes of
beve well imtentioned, in the haphazard manner described
in ihe artacle is unexcusable, Amateur archacalogisis with
proper iraining and supervision are pedecily capable of
undertaking an excavation in o  professional  way,
However, removal of artifscts for a well balanced
photograph anc list of items in the text does not constitute
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adecjuate justificatsm . The prood the ainbion niggest s
demonatrated by the anifacts recovered from the siie,
which they are admittedly incapabde of analyeing, ane lir-
the more than evidence of their vandalisen, They should
haive lelt the material remaing of the soe abone ard either
krarmed proper escavation amd analytwal techniguees
themaehves andlfor contacted someone who wat tradned
hinsoorical arhaeobogy
Judging froem the pet of your pounnasl, i appanend dhat

yousr organization i sleresied in the pressovatson of oar
historsc past. 10 s unforownaie that am anticle suck as The
Rediscovery of Johnson's Ranch'' found s foram in the
Crverlamd [ournal, Mol only does ic give appaneil consei
e the ddestruction of our quickly vamnishing sl i
replaceable hisiore resources but Bemishes the integrity
of your organisation. Only through the cooperation of
comcerned groups such as the ﬂrtsrwﬂml'-m Trads
Avsm pateon, hintoriams, and archaeologists, may our
fragibe historsal romains be preserved and  progeilly
srwidicnd

Jonathasn . Horm

Rax 521

Montrose CCF 81402

Here is President Hunt's reply:

Drar Mr. Horn:

I harve just pant down the phone after ;ﬂ;iﬂ' wiidly J'.;k
Seeed abwait your better conceming the work ihat he and
his s, Richand, have dome a0 the hissore Jobnson Ran-
ghiie, | ket wand 1o respond o you antil | bhed haed ibe
opporuniy o verly my inital unﬁ-rmﬁ“ as 6 the
chcumelanoes suriminding their progec .

I agres with vou that, in the bess of all posible worlds,
it woaikl be commendalde o bave concerned  groups,
historians, and archaecdogiss all joining together w
PFESCrve dur fabioi’ s l'rlq“r hastorical records, i, unfoe:
funately, somstimes it just doesn't work cut that way



deapite the best ol sntentions.
Let me give wiu the faces of the siluaton as ek
reiterated them o me:

1. Before iniating their atemge o lociae the siee
o the Bancha, the Sueds approsched the thsen state
archneoligist and imguired if his offce would be in-
terested in participating in sesch an underaking,
They were informed that, because of so many In-
dian sites yet o be worked and the limaation on the
sate"s financinl eesources for sich anderiakings,
the state offie had pe terest at all in digging a
pineer site, They learned subsequently Trom other
Il hastorians who were mterested in the Jobinson
Rancho that oiber sisch inpuinies in the pase had
met wilh an equal lack of inferest within the ar-
chasological profession, Mo atlempd  was  ever
masle by those contaceed b refer them v ar-
chasnlogisis who might be interested in sisch G pro-
e

1. The Stewids” purpose in seeking oo determine
the exact sive of the Rancho was o see 1o that this
impartant crail site coulld be preserved — winh the
cocperation of the property swner, of course. In the
process of carrying on their explorations, they have
kept the entbre collection of metal artifaces intac —
leaving all wther remnants untouched — amd they
bave systematically recorded cheir finds,

1. The Sieeds have been advissd ihat their own
wuark at the sabe and their ressoval of these metal ar-
tifnits hins mot sigmifscantly diminished s value as
an archacologscal ssie, What is needed is for a pro-
fessiomal archacologist v express some interest in
thie most kistore trail site — someone who can win
the confidence of the ranch’s owner and gain the
necessary permissen fo do a schenilc dig,

Mew | can assure you that 1 have no itention of
presuming o speak for the Seeeds in this matter, They are
maewst capable of spraking for themeelves. | woubd merely
like ta poing ot 1o you that they can hardly be condemmned
for proceeding with this propect on their own terms when
ik archasological profession manifested such a complee
lack of interest, They made a reasonable attempt o elici
some sciendific interest, and their responsibaliny in this
matber dises not, | would sugygest, recuire them g go beg-
gimg tooyou folk ootake sonee interest in histore rail siees,
Perhaps this incilent would never have happened if some-
one like you, with your knowledge and ohwiows apprecia-
s al 1k ll|i|;|1|ﬁn|.'l|'r|.'¢' ol this sale, had been available bere
im California 1o take just such an interest, 11 fault needs i
b assessed in this mateer, 1, for one, don’t see o EOing o
thiem,

Mor do [ think that your atbempt o affis a certain
meeasure of Gl and blame 1o our organieation o be (ELLES
per in this instance. You must understand that this effor
Wi B N ANYWaEY & ijﬂl'l of CHOT A, mor was this article
an editorial ar an attemnpt sl moral suasion. [F one were o
extend your guilt=by-association reasoning 0 s legical
and absurd conclusson, then one would surcly have o
rondemn the Holy Bibde for condoning, advocating, and
giving legriimacy to rape, incest, and murder because
thies 11|.|.r|:i|.'ull|:r|'|.- unsavory subjeces are sidressed on s
pagea.

Overland Jouwrnal

I am not irying o suggest too you that [ believe our
organization w above begitimate criticiam, anel, in hind-
sight, it oveurs o me that we usloubedly missed an op-
porfurndy e Wnimlrju-l the 'lﬂrrul'lltgul'ln react o i
felt wpon reading the Steed ansde by ot having the
foresight b prelss i@ owith a shom explanation of the ac-
tual circumstances, but | cannet see that your critbcisams
are valid i this case. Howeser, sest assuned that | have
iliscwssed your letber (and several others of like semtiment)
widh aur cditor, Greg Franewa, and we are agreed that
such critical views should be aired in the (3] along with
any  rebutialy se that our members can judge  lor
themselves whether such criticisms are justified. As |
urnderstansd the facts in thas particalar siieaton, | do no
see the pulblication of the Steed article as giving COTA s
caieid 10 the destructson of our quu‘Hr 'rln'uhin; anl ir-
repaceable resources, nor do the actions of the Seeeds in
anyway constitele vandalism, Their artebe was of con-
sitlerabde interest 1o our readers, and o the extent that #
rather conclusively answers a long-standing mystery and
muatter of contention, i is & valuable contribamson 1o the
hiscrature of historic trails rescarch. That this project was
nol done according o the accepied mbes of modern ar-
chaeslogical methadology. as you might have wished and
hqhﬁ:l. can only be atiributed oo the Bt of your own (ELLES
fession's seeming inhifferenoe 10 this most exciting and
challenging opponunity. One canr wery well hlams
athers for wanting to meet the challenge and for doing so.
I weame vou o ks that | am peepared as president ol
CHETA b appoant a standing committee of working ar-
chaealogises 1o advise us on j.u.lr theese sorts of manees sl
(5} I'relp ensure ihai, in the future, archaeodogists and tral
historians do kave the chance (o work ogether 1o preserve
onar nation's cultural heritage. The latest list available oo
me does not lise you as an OCTA member, How abow
Jmming and giving the benefit of your knowledge and ex-
;purrrilr? We wmild welcome i,

Thomas €. Hunt
Presidem, TOTA

Here is Jack Steed’s Letter to the Editor:

My som and | hawe been made aware of critiism
relative bo our work at Juhnn:!rl'l Ranch. In response, [
subimil the fllvwing:

From ihe beginning, our intentions were  sirscily
honerable: site provenance and preservation. Situated an
private property and not registered historic, the area was
subiject 1o cultivation whenever the needs of the owners
might dictate, For more than ane hundred years the area
lary open b0 anyone inderested enough to investigate i, b
few persons were ever so incined, Wheatland eacher
Miram Cnffith tred twenty years ago o enlist the aid af
California officials = 1o o avail, As soon as Bichard and
I realized what we had come across, and prior o any
meetal derecting, the California  official with  proper
junsficiion was  contacted by me personally. His
uninterested response was very lrustrling, o say the
least. Bureaucratic paper-shuffling would nesver aave
Johnson's Crossing, s with the blessing of Miss Griffith,
we two amaieurs determined to make ihe atiempt,

Without grvermment grants, bt auded by relatives and
friemds, we drove the eighty-mile round r.np MOFTE DTy
times, Several times, no sooner had we arrived up there
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when ihe ran began, snd we had o turn around sned
drive bk bosne, Other times we eoovened onldy squsre
radls, Bat ahways our cothusisien for tee srca brought us
bk mgain, Livde by Intbe the arca gave wp its seorets, and
taday wr think we kpow not only the lcations of ihe
hongses, but where Kearmy s soldiers hivouacked, where
Juohmson kept his livestock, amil other things not e
twned in our wory, True, we worked without an ar
iharcdogimal grid, bat we hnow within a few feet jus
wlbarrd o Romsrad esc b usgrilie st item

Rewt sssred, we have st detuiterd the devomposed
sl castlizes ol Jodimmon s o Nox have we sou besd
the garfasgr pat near the Buris beastel, We sscorcdy nomoved
mmetal from the arca. And yodey this metal is ssoure ko all
e won anel appreciaie.

We hope tha through our ellorms & groundswell will
vimimence that will finally fore Califirnia © forever

revord the cnt sged ab which the 1B rowte o Caldornis
afbtnely iereminated
Jack Steed
166% Bowling Green
Aacramento CA 95815

OCTA has not received memberships from either
of the complainants, but it does have two very
capable archacologists as members at present: Dy,
Melburn G, Thurman of S1e. Genevieve, Mo., and
. Robert L. Schuyler of Philadelphia. President
Hum hax asked both 1o serve on a standing ar-
chacological commitice, and also asks any OCTA
members who contemplate a dig to first consult with
either member of that committee.

1985-1986 OCTA
COMMITTEES

The following committees have been appointed by
OCTA President Tom Hune:

1986 Convention

Tom Hum, coordinaver; Don Buck, program
chairman; Mary Mueller, tours chairman; Lary
Michell, emertainment chairmian; Pat Loomis,
resibEnt critic,

Nominating

Trow and Bille Gray, co-chairs; Roscoe A
Bischoll, Michael Baternan, M. D, Karl Baresel,
Ruth Anderson, Bob Berry, Millon Madden, and
Barbara Magerl.

Nominating Procedures

Charles W. Martin, 5r., chairman; Barbara
Magerl and E. G. (*"Frenchy®') Chuinard, M. D,

Legislative

Bill ard Jeanne Watson, co-chairs; Earl Schmadi,
E.G. Chuinard, M_DI)., Barbara Burgess, Bob Rich-
mond, and Jim Nelson,

Historian
Mrs. Ruth Anderson,
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Preservation and Markers

Memill J. Mattes, chairman; Karen Buck, and
Koger Blair,

Public Relations

Barbara Magerl, chair; Cindy Lundahl, Peggy
Smith, Miriam Mountford, G. Nicholas Iflt, Ron
Smith, and Dick Ackerman.

The Rancher and OCTA

Karen Buck, chair; Troy and Billie Gray, Tony
Primeaux, and Bob and Bertha Rennells,

Membership

Mary Mucller, chair; Dick Ackerman, Elaine
McNabney, Jane Mallinson, Lee Underbrink,
Tony Primeaux, and Bill Chivers.

Awards

Dr. John A. Latschar, chairman; Bill and Jeanne
Watson (one vote only), Dr. Sharon Brown, and
Dorothy Baresel,

National Staff Criteria
Cathy Galbraith, chair; Tom Lemons, Ron
Thom, Don Andersen, and Kate Daschel,
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