The Rediscovery

Of Johnson’s Ranch

by Jack and Richard Steed*

Nearly every student of western trail history has
heard of Johnson's Ranch. References to it may be
scen in pioneer diaries, on maps and in books.
Though Sutter’s Fort was, and s, officially known
as the western terminus of the Truckee Emigram
Trail 1o California, most pioneers regarded *“trails
end”” to be at Johnson's Ranch. During the period
184549 Johnson's was central California’s firm
cmigrant haven along some 1,000 trail miles west of
Fort Bridger, Wyoming. Early travelers imagined it
as a virtual Garden of Eden, and expected 1o bask in
its lush surroundings before continuing the short ad-
ditional  distance to Sutter’s Fort, That many
travelers were disappointed upon reaching  that
“Eden™ is a matter of record, To others, however,
arrival at Johnson's was an exhilarating experience;
for civilized people were there, and supplies, and
plenty of water, and a new life awaited the weary
colonizers,

The ranch was a campsite for some important
travelers in its heyday. John C. Fremont and Kie
Caron camped there on March 25, 1846, Fremont
and the army of Gen. Stephen Watts Kearny spent
three days there in June 1847, enroute o Fon
Lravenworth following the end of the Mexican War.

Johnson's Ranch was shori-lived,. Like so many
other settlements of those early davs it sparked 10
life, Named brightly for a short time, then Dutiered
out and passed into history. Today it exists in near-
ahscurity — ignored by most, and difficult to locate
even by interested parties,

*Sacramentans fack and Richard Steed are both memmbers
af OCTA fack, the writer, has anthored over 0 dozen
habdy-related articles woven around historical themer, His
son, Richard, did most of ihe research for this article
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In 1844 2 man working for_John Bidwell, manager
of Captain John Sutter’s Hock Farm on the Feather
River, discovered gold on the Bear River. This
worker, Pablo Guticrrez, then applied for and
received a Mexican Land grant for some 22,000 scres
along that river.'

Gutierrez did some exploratory work and built a
type of rude habnation in the vicinity of his
discovery. Soon he told Bidwell of his discovery and
the two men et oul for the site, Lacking a **hatea,’
a gold pan made of wood, the fnends returned 1o
Sutter's Fort 1o acquire one. Here fate intervened.

An insurrection had broken out in California and
Sutter asked Gutierrez to take a message telling of
the disturbance to Governor Micheltorena  at
Monterey. This insurrection eventually would op-
ple the regime of Micheltorena, but Sutter would
escape unscathed — at least temporanly. Gutierrez
apparently made one safe journey, but while on a se-
cond mission for Sutter, he was captured and killed
by the rebels near what s now Gilroy, California.
Later, Bidwell would state that but for this quirk of
fate Guticrrez in 1844, and not James Marshall in
1848, might have preapitated the California gold
ruih. Sutter, as sdminivirator of the cstate, sold the
Gutierrez lands at auction, The successful bidder
was one William Johnson,

Johnson had journeyed to California from Boston
and was by trade a sailor, In pursuit of his work he
had come west and recently had been traveling 1o
and from the Sandwich {Hawaiian) Islands, While
in northern California in 1845 Johnson heard of the

1. The name “Hock'" & frem the German word *haoch,*
meaning "upper.””
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upcoming auction. With a paniner, Sebastian
Kevser, Johnson receved title to the Gutierres progp-
erty for $150. For reasons still unclear, Johnson
emerges as the dominant figure relative to the loca-
tioni. Al least one publication shows Keyser as
becoming a pariner somewhat later, but in fouwrnal af
a Mounigtn Man, the book printed from the
memorandum  and diary of James Clyman
(17921881}, Clyman wrote on April 15, 1846: **

g directions of a Dutchman [Nicholas Aligeier|
how to steer our course (o Johnson & Kizers whare
those intending to go 1o the states are assembling,
v This and other evidence proves that Kevser
participated right from the beginning.

Buildings were erected, using cottonwood  logs
and adobe, with friendly Indians providing much of
the construction labor, In the diary/journal of Edwin
Bryant { 1805- 1869), Johnson's house is described as

. a small building of two rooms, one-half con-
structed of logs, the other of adobes or sun-dred
bricks. Several pens made of poles and pickets sur-
round the house,”" Though most travelers would
continue on o Fort Sutter for supplies, Johnson's
Ranch and Crossing effectively marked the end of
the long westward trek; for once across Bear River,
emigrants had access to any pant of central Califor-
mia which best suited their interest. Soon Johnson's
Ranch was 1o play a role in the most famous iragedy
ever to befall wagoneers bound for California.

On January 17, 1847, two men and five women,
the only survivors of the fifteen member “ Forlom
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The controversial sketch made by [, Goldiborough Bruff
while traveling in contral California lale tn T850 t &5 mow

belerved to be different from the ranch of Willtam Johnson on
the Bear River, which u featured m this stery.

Hope"" group from the party of George and Jacob
Donner, staggered into_Johnson®s with the news tha
emigrants were trapped at Trockee (Donner) Lake.
In had taken them more than a month (o make their
way down 10 the ranch. An Indian runner was im-
mediately dispatched to Sutter’s Fort, some fony
miles to the south, With Captain Sutter and Alcalde
Sinclair guaranteeing wages and providing supplies,
in something over a week seven men set out for

Johnson's, There they recruited seven additional

members and outfitted for the reliefl expedition.
Cattle were killed and the meat was dried over
fires, The hides were cut into strips for future con-
struction of anowshoes, Having no grist mills nor
flour nor any type of meal, coffee and wheat were
pounded in Indian mortars, The provisions were
packed on mules, and within three days the rescue
party beft Johnson's without a guide, trusting in their
own judgment to find the marooned pioneers,
They struck out along the Emigrant Trail until
snow was reached. Pausing, they made showshoes
by heating and bending pine boughs, then lacing
them with the hide stnps, But the showshoes proved
worthless in the soft snow at this spot, and the men
found they could proceed better without them, Each
man stepped into the track of the man ahead and the
party progresscd an average of five miles per day.
The physically and mentally exhausting journey

2, Unsber Blexscan mbe Alcakic' was a vitle similar o
“J'IH-IF i
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men lell out, The remaining seven strogigled onward
in one o '::=I|IIIII'III.l.'*~ MO8 COATAETOLE Vel % TRATET T
unsung examples of man against aature. Sunsel on
I||-|' 1'||||-|-r'.r|| ||.|'\_I. |_||"|:-I||_ﬂ!f I|.|'-.11 Lik |||||L|'|' |_|I‘.,|'I
where they found the survivors of the ill-fated group
from Bpringhield, Hinos

Inspiring indeed was the heroism of the men whs
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comprised this first reliel party: none of their
relatives were among the l|.|p||-|'-:| emigrants, and
1||-.ll.'.l.,:|| ||.|.||| b BMaitter s :“'-'-='-l|.||l. el (BNE WEnd
alang to ensure that they earned ther [ty R ather
these men were typical Amencans of their day;, and
netther snmowstorm, avalanche nor frosthite would
prevent them from helping people in need of
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the comradeship of the American pioneer
J"-III' slarvirng |.-|-||_||-| 'r.|||=|||-|'.| in I'r:|'|| ICY Camps,
the arrival of these men was regarded as no bess than

i act |:| Providenoe |h|'\. |_E|':||_.|| Rl ] |||||||-«.||||'-\.

wigs the first of four rescue missions, as Californians
rilped [0 save '||r' |h.||||||': |‘=.1||'.. Alrer _|-;||||||||I-\.I-_'|-
ing emergency ail amd resting for a few clays, the
rescuers b iram the FECUTT Ir|i_| (] |..||||l«.||||'~\. u.||]|
W ey -0nme |:-.'--|:-|-:' rmstly wormen and children
|||Il'| il Ill-c o Wil 140 O fnroaile '||,|] \oaiiFteen ol
the rescuers returned safely

J'rlll||.[- lhllhllll'*-. mioEl of the SuUrviIvors I-II:IT!irIIH'-!l
on to Sutter’s Fort, armiving to a welcome rec 1'|r|i.|r||
on March 4 1847, Alwavs kind o travelers in need
ol assistance, this same Captain Suter would Lager
be forced from his holdings by people driven by the
lust for eold

Among the Donner survivors was Mary Murphy

Her account of the rescue reads

B

Jack, lefe, and Kechard Seed al Hhe pronese cemetery of
Camp Far Weit, an T849-52 army ot The 1844 date on

fay oL raemd FEIETE Ia A faritesl derect Forle o i_‘.‘j.“.ll'p'r.'r-j

I'.I the Elrcha Sirvems ey, o hack .l"-.ll'n"l.' SRR LI ke rock

sl am R J.J_'i-"lrr.'-n" iy erecled i J AN

. men from the Fort Sutter settlement reached
iz SlX '\.'l.l'l'h- later — thaose of us whio W "-\.|||| .|||'\.|'
We were a miserable lot, sustained mostly by a wall
ik ||'l.-| = .|II|| |:|:. I|:I.|'|'|'! [ r||:-|'I|.||'. |'|_ | L I.||-.| I
oul with my brother and twentv-three others, Lef
behind was my blind mother and my baby brother,
Simmixn. *

We made a tortuous Journey through the snow
helore we came to the headwaters of the Y uba FIVEeT,
where there were mules to carry us down 1o
Johnson's ranch, My mother later passed away in
her cabin amid the corpses of others who had alreadsy
gone 1o their eternal res)

. Mary. ||'I|'|||||.:||-'|'||'|||'|.||I'|'| i thee Forlorn H‘"l' pearty
15 i error; the relied geoup arrived afionl caght wecks Liter, |ha
actual departure date was Monday, February 22 Seven rescuers
and itwenty-three emigrams inially departed, Bual two chaldren

turned back, keaving tweniv-one, of whom three deed

Cwverlamd Jourmal Winter 1986 71



LOTN227 TN*/4N RN'GE.

The 1856 plat of the fohnion Rancho i1 dated November 1856

I stayed several days at the ranch, enjoying the
comfort of civilization again, but [ never could erase
from my mind the sight of the dying people left
behind at the lake. Mr. Johnson, a former merchant
seaman, had built himseli a substantial adobe
bullding and was engaged in cattle raising on Bear
river. My older sister had gone to San Francisco and
I was without a home, an orphan, and not quite
cighteen, when Mr. Johnwon asked me to go nding
with him one afternoon while he rounded up some
heinrses.

*Knowing [ was uncertain of my future, and hav-
ing fallen in love with me, Mr. Johnson proposed
marriage. In June 1847, at the age of cighteen, |
became Mrs., Johnson, For several months | was
busy serving to all of Mr. Johnson's wishes — doing
his cooking and washing and trving (o make a home
out of a cattle ranch, [ knew he was a crude man and
| sometimes overlooked many of his faults, bue |
coild not love & man who abiised me with the rest of
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the ranch hands, He proved to be a drunken sot.
Because of that | got in touch with the rest of my
family and secured an annulment of my marnage
from the church,

“My marned sister, Sarah, and her husband,
Mr. Foster, were working at the Cordua's ranch a
few miles north, at the junction of the Yuba and
Feather nivers, There, too, was my older brother,
William.

“The superintendent of the ranch was Charles
Covillawd, who had come west and crossed the
mountams a few weeks before we did, Tt wasn't long
before 1 was introduced (o Chardes, and from thar
moment on, | knew [ had fallen in love with a
gentleman, Charles and | were married  on
Christmas day at Sutter’s Fort, 4

In 1849 Charles Covillawd laid out a town at the
confluence of the Yuba and Feather fivers, In [850
this town was named for his young wife, The present
community of Marysville, California s  the
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Mary was 1o live for only seventeen more vears, bult
'H.I||:' -||||'r|r |h||'\-||;' VEAS [N CiEY iRk ik ||||'|| |‘||'| ‘|.||I|||'.
and her community, Both she and Charles, who
were of dilterent relimows faiths, are bured n ad
joaming cermeteries just north of Marysville, Ther
grave markers are still visible.

it :||||1_' after the faillure of his marrvaise Lo Mary
Murphy, William Johnson sold his interest in the
property o a group of men, His partner, Kevser
;|;|| I|‘|-|' SHIME with |||- share |||'~|I||I|| .|| V. .Illlllll-\.:lll
now becomes a shadowy figure. In |, Goldsborowgh
Brufl = ciary entry of Movembser 28, |Ii'|:l_|.|hr'~.|.|| 1%

referred o as “a clever, enterprising fellow™ — in-

e wwoell al fohnson 't Ranch e

dicanng __||-||||-“.||'| AFAIN wWas 1n the vicimity of hi=
former property and had met with Brodl, who rested
Al _II-||||I\.:I|I.'\-\. H_.]Ill o 1 few  hours |I| 14 ._!
Johnson appears as a claimant for his old lands, bur
||||I- I|||||r'.|| WiE -c|l:'|||r'|‘| LE] ] ?*.ll'.l'l"l'll‘ul |“_ I“IHI_ .III||
.|--||||\.|||| never was heard of again. Most historians
||r':_|"\..r' Ih.l,r_ hl' ||'|||| .-.'-c'-| in thie ."‘1.|II|||n|| h |I-||I!||'\-\.
and remained there until his death

James Marshall's discovery of gold at Coloma in
1848 caused scores of wagons (o appear ai the ranch
i) d ¢ NOSSINE ,"'|| |.|II<| backEm I“'I-'\."'" and the |:-I'|||||'!I'|.
changed hands. In 1849 Eugene Gillespie and
Henry Robinson acquired tite to Johnson's Ranch
Cin Cletober 27, 1849, these men published the

.
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radvertisement 1n the Sacramento Placer on Bear Biver, surmounded by arable and pastur
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never seltled, Argonauts who came tw central
Caldorma  pror to 1840 normally  followed the
Stevens-Donner (Truckee) route and passed Bear
River at Johnson's Crossing, Linol this time this was
the most popular route available, They were also
free o lollow the trml blazed in 1846 by Perer
Lasen, but this led far to the north, and though
casier 1o traverse, was lar longer than desired
Picsweers 1 aveling aiter 1E4H found another LS s
chiose ||g. Ths was the Carson I:]'!'.I'.rr':l MoLile,
dhscovered by Mormaons attempiing o fumsd thee=ir Wiy
hack 1o Sal Lake City aficr serving in the Mormaon
Battalion during the Mexican War. Before long, the
Carson route would become the most popular of all
IFais wesl

Those people who came to Califormia by water
never saw Johnson's Ranch. Instead, they either
deembarked at San Francisco or came Upriver o
sutter 5 Fort, present=day Sacramento. From these
points they moved straight up into the hills and

fanmed out, Johnaon's, being only a stopover and
cromsing, oflered hitile to the restless breed of
American coming west n search of riches, A by
passed Rearny lound itselfl inereasingly gnored by
settlers, Thus Sacramento, situated beside two large
rivers, with casy access o supplics coming by way of
shipa, became the central point of the mines. But o
Johnsoen's Ranch this coming decline had mot et
fully manifested itsell and enthusiasm  reigned
ELIpIrecime,

Sometime between mid- 1850 and early 1851 . L
Burtis, a scttler at Johnson's Ranch, built a hotel
near the crossing. Certain of the sources upon which
this aricle 11 based have failled 1o differentiie bet
woen this hotel and the Johnson ranch house b
that the two were scparate and distinct buildings
there can be no doubt. A ranch house 15 mentoned
in 1846 by Edwin Bryant, and although this might
have been a smaller one than thar viewed by Mary
Murphy in 1B47, a Johnson house was in existence
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carlier than when Buriis constructed his hotel, Also,
the 1856 “*Plat of the Johnson Rancho,”” produced
by order of the U.S. Surveyor General for the pur-
pose of finally determining the claims against the
propermy, o learly shows two "l'.1||lh||;.:h One is iden-
tified as the Burtis hotel and the ather as thi _||:-||||-.- T
house. Any survevor who distinguishes between o
pine and an oak tree on his map is unlikely to make
any errors on the buildings

In 1830 Claude Chana, a resident of Johnson's
Ranch, built a bridee across Bear Biver. This is the
same man who, on Mav 15, 1848, discovered gold in
Auburn ravine, leading to that area’s development
Chana also antorduced  froinn trees @t Johnson's
Ranch. He thus became the father of the present in
dustry for which northern California s famous

I'hies =ame eventfel vear of 1A% witnessed the
Mevada-to-Bacramento  stagecoach  unhzing  the
Bui i 1851 the stage followed

crossing at Johnson's

m;l'.", ”
1[I
\

DAL |:.l' the artifacts uncesered b
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a chfferent route and the area began to Tall. Annual
Noods plaved havoc, bridges were carried away as
{nxt 5z they could be built, By 1854 the crossing was
||||||-|||||-|||;-. TLTE

In 1862 an enormous flood which struck central
California caused widespread damage ai Johnson's
Lin |.|||||.|.:1. 25 1862, the Aftg Caltformia carmved this
report: 'L ve learned from Mr. Wortell, who vester-
day came from Johnson Ranch on Bear River, thar
the damages sustained by the floosd in the section are
very greal. He savs the farmng lands are covered
l.1.|r|| l\.l'l\:|||||1'||| .|||-:| -.||'|i_ ikl ANy :.||r||- .fl.l.'n.r' [ 111
lsst, The Johnson's ranch house, a buillding former-
|l. I||-c||||||'|‘| HE o ||-\.|rr':_ BLL |1'||'I!I|l. A A |,.||'\..|:1'
dwelling, was swWEpl away " Moo mention s mgde
here of more than one bulding, bt this port 18 a
wecondhand one, =0 that mavy account for the owver-
SR Alsn |=-'l“|h|l 15 thiat any builldings osther than

||II' I-IIII\.:" .r'llll'\-E' were Mol c |:|IIIE'II AWy I:l'u :IIE' ”l I‘illl'

(U
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This metal frn, 1-1/8 inches in diameter and a half-inch deep, wai recovered from a depth of fiee inches. It still comtained a

drop of murcury, wied lo amalpamate gold partucles.

wWale s,

Though area residents kept trying for years to
pame Mother Mature, it was o no avail, The last
bridge was dismantled in 1878 and the area effec-
tively abandoned. The 1879 publication, Mistery of
Yuba County, comments on Johnson's Crossing and
Kearny: **. . . nothing is lefi 1o show except stakes
that mark corners of the lots.””

The pattern of history had moved elsewhere,

The 16B46-48 war with Mexwo hh:ll.ilght California
into the United States in 1850, By 1849 so0 many
WARDS  WErT  using _[:rhniﬂ-l‘l‘t Crossing  that
authorities of the 1h Military Department at
Monterey established an army post at Johnson's
Ranch. Cantonment Far West was located on the
north side of Bear River, just over a mile east of
Johnson's Crossing. Two companies of the 2nd In-
fantry, commandled by Captain Hannibal Day, were
assigned there to protect emigrants from potentially
hoatibe Indians. Contonment Far West only existed
for about three years, but its soldiers suffered many
hardships, A look into Captain Day’s letterbook
gives an insight into the miserable conditions under
which the soldicrs had 1o perform their duties:

“We hear nothing vet of lumber from below,

““Four deaths already this month,

. . . scurvy cases, of which we now have twelve
and some others beginning to show symptoms.

“But | am in hopes from the very inoffensive
character of these Indians, (save and except their
thieving habits) no collision may take place or if 0
do, shall venture to predict that the white man will
fare the first shot.

**| have 1o report seven cases of desertion within
the present month.

, @ recent murder commitied in ihe vicinaty by

Indians.

.. 1 have not the force or abiluy o send ten
bayonets a mile from camp.

“, .. my broken down scurvy command, | .

... impossible in tents (o keep prisoners who are
not properly ironed. . . .

.. . my family requiring my personal attention
— while at the same | really can be quite as ser-
viceable to my country in Recruiting, as here in
command of less than a platoon.”’

The above quotations illustrate the futility border-
ing on dispair which accompanied early United
States military service. In this Captain Day was not
alone; many soldicrs were afflicted with desponden-
oy while serving at lonely western posts, No less a
man than Ulysses 5. Grant resigned his commission
rather than continue to serve in the West,

Plagued by descrtion, discase and drudgery, Can-
tonment Far West was abandoned about 1852, The
remaining soldiers were transferred o other nor-
thern California posts. Hannibal Day continued his
army career into the Civil War, and on March 13,
1865, was brevetted a brigadier general. Day died
March 26, 1891,

In 1853, as soon as it became diflicull 10 Fecover
free gold from land surfaces or stream beds,
hydraulic mining debuted in Califormia.  This
method, by which entire hillsides are washed away
in order to uncover hidden gold deposits, caused
tremendous quantities of sediment to flow into valley
rivers, All rivers were punished, but no niver was
punished more than the Bear River. A public outcry
began at the new town of Wheatland, located some
four miles west of Johnson's Crossing. It resulted in
the cessation of this type of mining. About the turn
of the twenticth century, gold dredgers arrived and
further scarred the arca. Earthen piles remain to this
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Yarno, Califormia. We finally found the ahe }1i R v

we thought Brofl had sketched from, bur were Mear the crossing we unlimbered the detector
SO0y er :_-_'.'| '|| it Olr search was lruitless | v 1H¥0 |-| Ll chicated that ths was the hkely site of
Ben Lofgren, a prominent Sacramento istorian the Burtis hotel, but could this be proved? Ar firs
arwe] (M T A meimib 15 PR LL N hat Brult wa= in « glance the arow ndd apjr ared barren of evidenice, b
his 1850 identification of Johnson's Ranch i closer examination revealed rectangular outlines
Hrull, an accura MeCOnder Ol Ml COWEE MEveEr A sure inchcation of a '|.|I||||I|._' or buld S Ce
have been twenty miles bevond bas pournal record II 1% 1A b= Il I Hodl ""I nere Wy ..II I £xXCIlemen
1 -\.|||,l|- W HRY L i |-.:||.'.| | he Tl (S TR EITnaing Il'- :II: manment, we b Al CElT SWETD W h
Lasaen Hoad mmto Caliorma, s prosballs bt e metal delecio]
Brufl met o W | cehimisca perhaps & Wally Whatever doubis we mav have entertained soon
| hnison attempting to “set up shop™" al a neark wiere dhispelled, tor the results of the detecting opera
| CHH T T T T T | | I It aim hi=s s il tavat (BT |.l|I || .lll'llll'\-l'll WOLRial SOaTelE Z haid been
Lofgren is certain that Bruff did not stop an the butlt wpon this spot, and that wagons had been
hnson's Ranch of emogrant trail fame. Instesd, repunred close by, From thes ground we recovered
Bruff staved west of the Sacramento River and pro- the following
el PO L.kl sa I Lache CUreek Anil Lver ame hoanoreod S LT natls of varving sizes: &
Washineion. whech lay on the weslern bank of th hinge and laich: several wiagnin-bed birace R
rmweEr, thiFeclly Oppposiles SacCramsEnto IRATTEEE TINES. & L'.llr' L. T 1 TILLE bt il LFFIage
Weren's diligent research evidently has |:l||=-'-. belts and nuts: three horseshoes: a cOpper rivet; bwo
1 Aavie] 1The HE T Lek@alkodT o Lhe |.|.'.| hat |':|._-' - SPIESE. A |.||L. Py WAk = PO n L Fins; I-.-_:' i A 5w
k was of the Johnson Banch along the Bear blade; a portion of an old-design shovel blade;
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number of barrel hoops; many thick pieces of iron
cooking vessels: vamnous unsdentfiable metal jrifis,
bolts and straps; much broken glass — mostly in soli
codors; and countless pottery shards. While digging
for a metallic item we Fecovered, ai a 1|r|r|h il howsr
inches, a small wooden peg with a sharpened end
Was this one of the stakes used in 1849 to mark off

Mos @il I'l;.,r.dl Yy

Possibly, but as wood deteriorales at
a rate which vanes 11|-:l'-r|||r||.,; o sl coneditions, and
since neither of us are geologists, we were unable o
prove this

Lamsulting our sources, 8 was found tha O, F
MWMoGslashan author of _|r.|'.'||'.l|r|,' |'_|l|I Fhe Jli.'.lh'h'r'l' .l“lrh':l I
1879 recovered many nails from the Donner CAETNpsS
ail |.I‘I.JI ll.l:'l.' |..Ikr' I |'||'\1 |||r|'\..'|:'|1 Fis 1% 1|‘|_|r -||‘|;:,||'.|- ||,.|||-|..
were Coul and about’” inearly California. The fork
w found near the crossing seemed o be identical o
LU R tured in Molslashan's book

East of the immediate h||¢;|1 ground = a swale: dry
in summer but filled with water im0 winger Bevamd
thies swale, |,I-'l'r|'|.|i.l"- 17521 vards froem the o FosALNE,
the ground again rises. We moved o this second
high ground and conducted a further clectronic
'“'-\.Ir".h I]H' r|'=|.|||r~ 1".|rnr|l |h1' rlh;_|1||||1 i wel
Al -rh:'l' J‘u.lll.ir_ A 'ﬂg']i AL 1-.|1,||r IMay ]|_||-.|- hn'n A
number of accommadations for travelers or ranch
workers, This sccond site produced the following
Inems;

A mule shoe; another fork: three horseshoes: two
chain remnants; two early belt buckles {one made of
|H-I..‘|.‘|_I. il |JIH"-'I"||"1 ”:l:‘h. 8 claw Pipe sieim muide 1n
Cilasgow [ Scotland): an eyveglass case; a pocket knife
with toroise shell handle {thought to be an [* X1
Wostenholm made in England); a  suspender
hookup; pottery shards from Burslem (a suburb of
Staltordshire); a small spike; a  S-caliber lead ball;
several accumulations of lead; nearly two hundred
square nails; and what is regarded as the most il
lustrative discovery of all: a metal box, probably
e € 'IIII-IJI1irII.: PCICUSSION CAPS, 1IN which we found
mercury (quicksilver) — used to amalgamate gold
particles

Ihe disconvery of such a rich vein of artifacts at this
sile caused us o rethink our conclusions relative 1o
the exact location of |!Il.'.]l.'l|'||‘|!-'li|1 rardch bowse Agamn
using the 1856 plat ax a reference, we found thar
distance from the crossing o the ranch house was
approximately 200 vards. The ]1|ru||:-||il'-' exists that
this second location was where Johnson actually
lived, It seems logical that Johnson may not have
wished 10 have a bunch of wagons parked right next
ter his living quarters. The correct answer will have
1o wait for a proper analysis — something neither of
us are qualified 1o undertake

We cannot prove that each itemn recovered dates (o

k1] Winter 1986 Cwverland Journal

They mongment 5 al e Hear Kipe Loresirmp, al

_llrl'r.llll'lurl| i |rl|J|'.'?.'| |I|.

1845 for people moved about for years in the area.
But all evidence supports, and none detracts from,
this being a locale of considerable gold rush activity;
with the area having been abandoned for st least one
hundred vears, Thus we have concluded: (1) the ac-
tual site of Jobhinson's Crossing has been F:'”'“'d-
and, (2} though the ranch was sprawling, with
groups of pioneers likely to have camped at various
locations in the area, mos Fl-r:lia-h' stayed near the
crossing, and worked on their wagnns, rode their
mounts, and in general, congregated there

The scarch has continued o the fall of 1 GRS
and the following artifacts have been uncovered in
recent weeks: two ox shoes; a pony’s horseshoe; a
trunk key; a compass face; the double-set trigger 1o a
Plains or Kentucky nifle; a 6%caliber lead ball, as
well as several accumulations of lead; an army fork
with a scalloped handle; two ient grommets; a simall
oil lamp; heavy metal pieces which when placed
together form a tmvet; two knives, one of which has
the army-tyvpe scalloped handle; a pre-Civil War
brass eagle insignia; and the usual large quantities of
spuare nails, straps and bolts, The site seems 1o have

an mnexhaustible amount of historse ems within ies



boundries, and this saue of the (leerinmd _.""lrl'"ld-' I
bablv  will exclude many of the most recent
ol ]

Ihe wicinity of Cantonment Far West was also
detected but nothing significant was found, Gaold
'IH"IL'\.""" wiorked here in the early years, and th
army posi was destroved. All that remains is the
cemetery which lay close 1o the camp. In this
emwelery are :|||:' Fraves of solders '|'.|Il:l L!:ll.'ll 'l'llIIJl:'
gationed &t Cantonment Far West. CUnoe, their
names were inscnbed on plagques attached 1w the

1911 monument, Bbut these jHalcs have sinoe been

Y

remiived by vandals

I'lar it fell LI W amatewr slewths to be first 1o
prove wihal heretolore merely had been conpecture
[RNENT |'r|||||l.:_[-c|hr:x|:-||.'~| H.1I'|| I"._ WaLE |II'~E LEl] I.'IIII\..r|| I
tune. Untill now, we have regarded the area (0 be
our U secrel spol ' But the tme has come for others
i engage 0 oa more detailed examination ol thae
arca, lor _|||||||-\.||||"\ H.!II':h still has its sccreis
Ihough many guestions have been answered, other
imponiderables awan a proper resolution. In this e
ot ol saccims |-||l.;|-;.l|| Ir;.ﬂ fl[.-l "'. memisers '-hil'.i.ll
mrw Lake the lead

NS RANGH

THE FIRST SETTLEMENT REACHED IN CALIFC LA BY
EMIGRANT TRAINS USING THE EMIGRAN"

TRAIL,IT WAS AN ORIGINAL PARTOF T

FPABLO GUTIERREZ LAND GRANT. IT WaA.
AUCTION TO WILLIAM JOHNSON IN 1845, IN |B49
FPART OF THE RANCH WAS SET ASIDE AS A GOVERN
MENT RESERVE--CAMP FAR WEST. IN IBS6 THE TOWN
OF WHEATLAND WAS ALSO LAID OUT ON A PORTION

OF THE GRANT.

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED
HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO. 493
PLAGUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AN

REATION IN COOPERATION WITH THE WHEATLAND LIGNS T
MAY 230, 1971

This sign i located in Wheatland, some three miles poest of Johmion's Hanch

1.h|r|.||u|_|--|||||.|| Winter 1986 31
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This frev kas nearly overeroon an carly marker, below,

.
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ment, their interest, and their encouragement to aed
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Sellers, Willluvam M. Pond, Arthur Moore, Chalmers
West, Richard Lane, Dewitt Tarrant, David Steed,
Ronald Cole, Sharon Stesd, Charles Hill, Jr.,
Madhine Waggerhauser, and Leroy Deeds

Historical knowledge s fleeting; it is not inborn,
As generaliens pass it musl be I.1|||,:h| o thise wihi
follow . Without concerned people hke Mirmam Conl
fith of Wheatland, who supplied us with many of our
source materials, the total history of Johnson's
Kanch and Cantonment Far West might have been
irretricvably lost, We sincerely appreciate the aid we

received from this kind woman.
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