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SANTA FE TRAIL CROSSING OF MISSOURI RIVER AND THE BIG ARROW ROCK DISCOVERED

A Santa Fe Trail crossing of the
Missouri River and the “big arrow
rock” have been discovered by Rich
and Deborah Lawson on their prop-
erty in Saline County, Missouri. The
site was discovered near their bluff-
top property perched on the south
side of the Missouri River., just north
of historic Arrow Rock, Missouri.

After a great amount of research
the couple discovered that this was
the place noted during Lewis and
Clark's expedition as “being a good
place to cross the river, a good place
for a town.” This was the place spo-
ken of for the next 200 years as “the
Arrow Rock.” As part of the greater
Boone’s Lick area this land daily re-
corded the footprints of Nathan and
Daniel Boone, Kit Carson, William
Clark, and many other notable
statesmen and frontiersmen. If Mis.
souri was the crossroads of the na-
tion, as numerous authors suggest,
then Arrow Rock and its Santa Fe
Trail crossing was in fact an epicen-
ter of America’s commerce and
growth in the early 1800s.

Ignoring the river brush, poison
vy, and snakes on the bluff, Rich
said he was in awe of the incredible
tall shade trees and a hilltop that
was begging for a big log cabin. Un-
aware of the property’s rich history,
one day he wondered, “Just how close
did the river come to our newly ac-
quired bluff?” Rich asked g good
friend, Dr. William E. Foley (educa-
tor, author, and historian), how that
might be determined. Dr. Foley had
just released his book Wilderness
Journey, so Rich knew he could point
him in the right direction and he did.
Dr. Foley suggested the information
they sought was contained in the
Harlan and Denny book Atlqs of
Lewis and Clark in Missouri. Locat-
ing a copy, the Lawsons soon discov-
ered the river certainly did lap right
up on their property and likely
backed up in the valleys on the north
and south sides. Rich noted with n-
terest the comments logged by Lewig
and Clark during the expedition and
realized no doubt the Indians had
been crossing here for hundreds of
years. Suspicions still had not regis-
tered in regards to the Santa Fe
Trail. They didn’t know nor even sus-
pect the historic importance of this
site.
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Rich says he didnt know how
Lime-consuming information gather-
ing would be, yet he found it both fun
and rewarding. Aftoy much travel
and reading hundreds of docu ments,
he found that Judge David S. Todd,
the first judge of Howard County,
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sourl, led by William Becknell
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river, gathered up the wagons oF
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ferry house in Saline County at “the
big arrow rock.”

Rich says this was an unexpected
but pleasant find. This is the “Pierre
a Fleche” (Rock of Arrows) noted on
the 1732 map by cartographer Jean
Baptiste Bourguignon d’Anville. On
June 9, 1804, William Clark re-
ported seeing several small streams
or creeks joining the river below a
bluff and the Prairie of Arrows.
Small streams are on both the north
and south side of the Todd property
and the Prairie of Arrows is adjacent
on the west of the Todd property. The
huge rock bluff was no doubt an im-
pressive sight to river travelers. It
jutted out into the river and would
have been easy to identify as “arrow
rock” whether traveling up or down
stream. Rich believes that when the
bluffis cleared of river brush one will
also be able to see that the bluff is
shaped like an arrow head. Time will
tell!

Although some of the face of the
hluff was blown away during a quar-
rying effort in the 1900s, one can still
identify pockets of flint which local
Indians gathered to make arrow
heads. These flint deposits were spo-
ken of by several early explorers and
travelers. Numerous floods and a
couple hundred years of commerce
and farming have left little evidence
of the once active riverfront.

Rich. a limited partner with Ed-
ward Jones Investments, and Debo-
rah. a teacher at Sterling Elemen-
tary School in Warrensburg, MO, in-
tend to apply for certification as
Tyrail property owners and provide
suitable signage at the site. Studying
the Santa Fe Trail is a regular unit of
history and discovery covered by
Deborah in her classroom.

(learing away the brush along
the bluff will again expose a natural
feature spoken of in many early
documents and more clearly expose
“Phe Crossing” on the Santa Fe
Trail.

COUNCIL TROVE
~-DOCUMENTS-
A TRAGIC FANDANGO STORY

Emily Kieta’s “New Mexico Fan-
dango” article in the May 2005 issue
mentioned very few instances of vio-
lence at those gatherings. Some,
however, at least in later years, re-
sulted in fights and killings. The fol-
lowing incident occurred after the
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Trail had been replaced by the rail-
road.

SFTA member Richard Poole for-
warded a note from Ned Smith
Raun, Stillwater, OK, who told of an
1"881 fandango that ended in a gun
fight, with three persons killed, in-
cluding Raun’s great-grandfather
Albert “Frank” Smith. Raun noted
that newspaper reports indicated
'ialcohol and 1nsults were flowing
freely, and the result was simply
that some people got killed.” The fol-
lowing article from the Las Vegas
Daily Optic, January 17, 1881, was
provided by SFTA member Alma
Gregory. It is not a pleasant story.
Thanks to Poole, Raun, and Gregofy.
The article appears as originally
published. )

A BATTLE AT A BAILE.
A Fierce Fight at a Mexican Fan-
dango Ends Three Lives
And Stirs Up Another Bitter Feeling
Between the Races.

Another very unfortunate misun-
derstanding between the Ameri-
can and Mexican factions oc-
curred on Saturday evening at a
baile, or dance, given by the latter
named people of Las Mula, this
county. The place islocated on the
Rio de la Paco, a tributary to the
Rio Pecos and is some six miles

EAST OF OLD PECOS TOWN.
And distant about three miles from
McPherson, a fie camp, at which a
gang of Walsen & Levy's tie chop-
pers are stationed. All of the above
named places are in San Miguel
county near its western boundary,
and in an air line from Las Vegas
cannot be over thirty or thirty-five
miles in an almost westerly course.
From the circumstances gathered
by an OPTIC reporter, it appears
that among the Americans who at-
tended the fandango were ftwo
conspicuous young men hamed
“DOC"” HODGES AND FRANK SMITH.
As is too frequently the case, a bit-
ter feeling against the whites was
engendered among the natives,
and in the course of a few brief
minutes a “free for all” row took
place, and the sequel is that oft-
told tale-human blood spilled to
satiate the demands of unruly pas-
sions and life, held so dear to every
one, taken to pay the awful pen-
alty.
JUST HOW IT HAPPENED
Is not known fo our informant, other

23




