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wast andam for -.hout tia'«hnndndfat. This ridge is
located o & fm mxmu ‘belonging to & ¥r, Hemry Bistw-
faldt, rmuoraerw. Bebraska, and mow living in Oregon;
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Coumtry Qub rosd, Ismediately east of the gelf ecurse, sbout
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Riscovery
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Qsligm- dq:uuim vhichmn_thhpom Ee proecseded
to sxcavate with hasd labor, team and sorsper, 4t & depth of
about two and one-half rm' he mewemd hﬁan bones snd the
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308 Twalise the impertamse of such & disoovery and, becemse he
had hired seversl man to sxcavate the cellar, the work contimued
withoat isterreption. lir, Nears heard of the disecvery and,
‘mmmmummMuaw
ovidence, secured peraission from ¥r. Bisterfelds to reacve what
mtertal he sould ¥ithcot interfering tec mneh vith the axesva-
tion of the sellar. Since the site was very nsar the cities of
Sovttabluff and Qering, erowds of pecple visited the site owt of

Oamiaxy Cantents
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sunmarising the resalts of his isvestigations. The omsuary
material was apparently lintted te four burial pits within the
eallar exeavation. The rematader of the csllar spase was barres.
The sessspanyisg sketeh, by lr. Noors, shows the losetios of
thess pits. The ressins of thirty-two adults and five infente
had been deposited in the pite thet wers uncovered, Namy of the
skeletons were disartioulated and fragments of several were sharred.
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o1ght foot leng snd five feet desp. This eemtained cme flexed
Wrial (Mote II), fraguents of twe charred skeletons, and
dieartioulated parts of four other adulis. The flaed skalsten
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had been suspended from sround the neck and was found nsur the
sternum, this being the only object definltely associated =ith
this burial, Other artifacts found in thie pit, but not definitely

associated with any ons burisl, consisted of a projectile point

end & polished stone artifact (ihcto IIT, ¥es, 2 end 11). A1l

of the material in this pit was found at depths of from three to

seven feet,

Pit Bo. 3 was approximately four and one~half feet wide and
six feet long and contained eight adults and one infant., A
chaloedony tool and a bone awl were found in this pit (Fhote

III, Hos. 1 and 10). The depth varied from four to seven fost,

¥it Ho. 4 was five feet depp and contained am infant burial
(#hoto V). This was disturbed with the scraper and fell apart,
80 that it was impossible to determine its exact position, It

was wrapped with large and smsll bone beada;

Artifacts Hes, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 11 (Photo III) were found in
the soil that was moved from the general cellar excavation, Some
charcoal and hemstite were found in each of the large pits and a
fireplace was reporied found near the surface, in the southrest

corner of the cellar, but there was nothing to identify it with




the burials.

According to beth kr, Noers and Ur, Green, most of the re-
adnn,dthihmpﬁanafthot&n&miwhamm,
Mlpwmﬂyhmdomitdﬂwpaﬁimlummm
mmmyrnmsmmnmtm. The bones
;mnm;uawm&mm,mtunmm
%o plesss upea expomre. The five skxlls, cms flexsd burial and
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appavently this sbaletal matersal now sonstitutes the euly
mmmmmmumy. A fow of the
-w-wmwmumw-&.wdammt
ntnmmmwmm;mmw Other skulls
aad Bose fraguents plased e the banks by the eellar workees wers
destreyed by a hesvy rain,

Twe of the siulls taken out by Mr. Nosre were semt to Dr.
B. B.Motthoﬂﬂmsit;crm, and he reported that
sue male shull wes Palee-ilpine, with some Hongoloid 1aflusace
Mhﬁalnhdmotth.m,Mamsihhﬂpmtm.
The other he reperted as being probably « female, Belonging te
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Bave Saken s0ae st 1he time of exesvation, It is knows thet &
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A% the tine of this dlscovery, Ur. Green soticed ancther B
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slight depression sbove and to the west ef the esllar excavation

and theught that it might be anothsr burisl site. Hovever,

in 1974 test holes were drilled over moat of this ground by
wopkers under Hareld J. Cook, them leader of the CWA uomaim
projeet at Sootts Kluff Naticnal Hewusent, but no {sdication ef
other burials wes discoversd. In some of the test hales, slight
treses of oharooal appearsd but no further suggestion of o husen

Ia the ares excavated for the eellar, Mr. Moore rools that 1t
hnotnhlythu.hmummm“mmwmfm
level, However, it msy be that Pit No. 1, which was located at
mm:wﬂuueftMamr,MtMmdin‘
farther, sinos ¥, Noore and Mr, Greem sgres that some bonas
were found in tbe walls of this part of the excavation at the time

‘mmrmummzmumwnmwu
_types found throughout the state of Nebraska. However, sxcept
" fer the lack of pottery, this matursl mownd burisl would sesm to
have affinitiss vith cultures mermally ccufined to esstern Nebraska.
Everytiing indlestes that the Msterfeldt site might have held




valuable evidence as to the westward extension of prehistoric
pstursl mound eultures; smd it is to be regrstted that all those
concerned with the find were not ss comsciocus of the scientifiec

implicaticns as wers Mr, Moore amd ¥r, Greea,
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I
Relationship of Bisterfeldt site
to Scotts HMuff (note white arrow).
Aerial photograph, looking socuth-
wast.




-
Relationship of Bisterfeldit site .
to Scotts Bluff (note 7hite arrow).
derial photozraph, loocking scuth-

wask,



II Flexed burial, Pit No. 1
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III Gollection of recorded artifacts from the Bisterfeldt Site
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v
Flexed burial and shell pendant
from Pit Ko. 2
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Bundle Butial

Adult in flexed position as foutid

Iv
T ezad burial and shell pendant
frem Pit Ho, 2
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¥ Infant burial
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