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Executive Order 11593--Protection and enhancement of the cultural environment

Source: The provisions of Executive Order 11593 of May 13, 1971, appear at 36 FR 8921, 3 CFR, 1971-1975
Comp., p. 559, unless otherwise noted.

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States and in furtherance of the purposes and
policies of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 Stat. 852, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 915, 16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.), the Historic Sites Act of 1935 (49 Stat.
666, 16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.), and the Antiquities Act of 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431 et seq.), it is ordered
as follows:

Section 1. Policy. The Federal Government shall provide leadership in preserving, restoring and maintaining
the historic and cultural environment of the Nation. Agencies of the executive branch of the Government
(hereinafter referred to as "Federal agencies") shall (1) administer the cultural properties under their control in a
spirit of stewardship and trusteeship for future generations, (2) initiate measures necessary to direct their
policies, plans and programs in such a way that federally owned sites, structures, and objects of historical,
architectural or archaeological significance are preserved, restored, and maintained for the inspiration and
benefit of the people, and (3), in consultation with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (16 U.S.C.
470i), institute procedures to assure that Federal plans and programs contribute to the preservation and
enhancement of non-federally owned sites, structures and objects of historical, architectural or archaeological
significance.

Sec. 2. Responsibilities of Federal agencies. Consonant with the provisions of the acts cited in the first
paragraph of this order, the heads of Federal agencies shall:
(a) no later than July 1, 1973, with the advice of the Secretary of the Interior, and in cooperation with the liaison
officer for historic preservation for the State or territory involved, locate, inventory, and nominate to the
Secretary of the Interior all sites, buildings, districts, and objects under their jurisdiction or control that appear to
qualify for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
(b) exercise caution during the interim period until inventories and evaluations required by subsection (a) are
completed to assure that any federally owned property that might qualify for nomination is not inadvertently
transferred, sold, demolished or substantially altered. The agency head shall refer any questionable actions to
the Secretary of the Interior for an opinion respecting the property's eligibility for inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places. The Secretary shall consult with the liaison officer for historic preservation for the
State or territory involved in arriving at his opinion. Where, after a reasonable period in which to review and
evaluate the property, the Secretary determines that the property is likely to meet the criteria prescribed for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, the Federal agency head shall reconsider the proposal in
light of national environment and preservation policy. Where, after such reconsideration, the Federal agency
head proposes to transfer, sell, demolish or substantially alter the property he shall not act with respect to the
property until the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation shall have been provided an opportunity to
comment on the proposal.
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(c) initiate measures to assure that where as a result of Federal action or assistance a property listed on the
National Register of Historic Places is to be substantially altered or demolished, timely steps be taken to make
or have made records, including measured drawings, photographs and maps, of the property, and that copy of
such records then be deposited in the Library of Congress as part of the Historic American Buildings Survey or
Historic American Engineering Record for future use and reference. Agencies may call on the Department of
the Interior for advice and technical assistance in the completion of the above records.
(d) initiate measures and procedures to provide for the maintenance, through preservation, rehabilitation, or
restoration, of federally owned and registered sites at professional standards prescribed by the Secretary of the
Interior.
(e) submit procedures required pursuant to subsection (d) to the Secretary of the Interior and to the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation no later than January 1, 1972, and annually thereafter, for review and
comment.
(f) cooperate with purchasers and transferees of a property listed on the National Register of Historic Places in
the development of viable plans to use such property in a manner compatible with preservation objectives and
which does not result in an unreasonable economic burden to public or private interests.

Sec. 3. Responsibilities of the Secretary of the Interior. The Secretary of the Interior shall:
(a) encourage State and local historic preservation officials to evaluate and survey federally owned historic
properties and, where appropriate, to nominate such properties for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places.
(b) develop criteria and procedures to be applied by Federal agencies in the reviews and nominations required
by section 2(a). Such criteria and procedures shall be developed in consultation with the affected agencies.
(c) expedite action upon nominations to the National Register of Historic Places concerning federally owned
properties proposed for sale, transfer, demolition or substantial alteration.
(d) encourage State and Territorial liaison officers for historic preservation to furnish information upon request
to Federal agencies regarding their properties which have been evaluated with respect to historic, architectural
or archaeological significance and which as a result of such evaluations have not been found suitable for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places.
(e) develop and make available to Federal agencies and State and local governments information concerning
professional methods and techniques for preserving, improving, restoring and maintaining historic properties.
(f) advise Federal agencies in the evaluation, identification, preservation, improvement, restoration and
maintenance of historic properties.
(g) review and evaluate the plans of transferees of surplus Federal properties transferred for historic monument
purposes to assure that the historic character of such properties is preserved in rehabilitation, restoration,
improvement, maintenance and repair of such properties.
(h) review and comment upon Federal agency procedures submitted pursuant to section 2(e) of this order.



https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/
https://www.archives.gov/fed-employees/
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/
https://www.archives.gov/congress/
https://www.archives.gov/preservation/
https://www.archives.gov/records-mgmt/
https://www.archives.gov/press/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/current
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/current
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/
https://www.archives.gov/publications/email-newsletters
https://www.archives.gov/publications/
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/
https://www.archives.gov/frc/
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register
https://www.archives.gov/oig/
https://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries/
https://www.archives.gov/about/organization/
https://www.archives.gov/about/
https://www.archives.gov/about/info/national-archives-by-the-numbers
https://www.archives.gov/about/info/national-archives-by-the-numbers
https://www.archives.gov/contracts/
https://www.archives.gov/about/plans-reports/
https://www.archives.gov/open/
https://www.archives.gov/open/plain-writing/
https://www.archives.gov/contact


Executive Orders | National Archives

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/11593.html[5/9/2023 10:59:11 PM]

Get My Military Record
Plan a Research Visit
Visit the Museum
View Online Exhibits
Apply for a Grant

Attend an Event
Donate to the Archives
Work at the Archives
Volunteer at the Archives

A-Z Index
America's Founding Docs
Contact Us
En Español
FAQs
Forms

Visit the National Archives Store
Buy Reproductions and Microfilm

CONNECT WITH US

      

Contact Us · Accessibility · Privacy Policy · Freedom of Information Act · No FEAR Act · USA.gov

The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration
1-86-NARA-NARA or 1-866-272-6272

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/
https://www.archives.gov/research/start/plan-visit
https://museum.archives.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/
https://www.archives.gov/grants/
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/
http://www.archivesfoundation.org/
https://www.archives.gov/careers/
https://www.archives.gov/careers/volunteering/
https://www.archives.gov/global-pages/subject-index.html
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/
https://www.archives.gov/contact/
https://www.archives.gov/espanol/
https://www.archives.gov/faqs/
https://www.archives.gov/forms/
https://www.nationalarchivesstore.org/?utm_campaign=2019eStore&utm_medium=website&utm_source=nara&utm_content=organic
https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/
https://www.archives.gov/social-media/
https://www.archives.gov/social-media/facebook
https://www.archives.gov/social-media/twitter
https://www.archives.gov/social-media/instagram
https://www.archives.gov/social-media/tumblr
https://www.archives.gov/social-media/youtube
https://www.archives.gov/social-media/blogs
https://www.archives.gov/social-media/flickr
https://www.archives.gov/contact/
https://www.archives.gov/global-pages/accessibility.html
https://www.archives.gov/global-pages/privacy.html
https://www.archives.gov/foia/
https://www.archives.gov/eeo/policy/complaint-activity.html
http://www.usa.gov/
tel:1-866-272-6272

	archives.gov
	Executive Orders | National Archives


	l2ZS1vcmRlci8xMTU5My5odG1sAA==: 
	search: 
	submit: 
	query: Search Archives.gov




