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" ‘:\h1(‘111-;\111&1(‘;“1 ;11‘('lmcu|ngy in Missouri is in the beginning stages of
development (Baumann 1994, 1995, 19964, 1998¢), but recent ;“':]mculogi-
(’u.l w(.n‘k has shown an mcreased interest in the African Diaspora. This paper
will (hscusls [Ile role ;l.l'(‘llilcnl()g’)' has played in recording Mi‘slst,“,fi‘.s ],]u;-k heti-
t.ugc. In this (lfscussum. [ outline the (lcvclnpmcm_ rescarch strategies, and
futur:c goals of African-American archacology i Mi'“(,“'.' I ,| ]f shti » case
studies as examples. ; iR HERNERRE =
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Massouri’s African-American Heritage

Missouri’s African-American heritage can be divided into five historical
periods: the Franco-Spanish period (1700-1803): the Antebellum pertod
(1803-1861); the Civil War and Reconstruction period (1861-1877): the Post
Reconstruction and Farly 20th-Century period (1877-1914): and the World
Wars and Depression period (1914-1950).

Franco-Spanish Period (1700-1803)

The French colonization of Colonial Louisiane was not accomplished
alone; French settlers and explorers were assisted through the strength and
diligence ofimported African slaves and Native Americans. Colonial Louisiane
refers to all land drained by the Mississippi River, including the later state of
Missouri. The upper Mississippi River drainage was also referred to as the
Mlinois Country, which included the lands on both sides of the Mississippi
between the ( )l;i() River and the Great Lakes. Louisiane Territory’s first black
slaves came from West Indies’ sugar cane plantations, but by 1719 slaves came
(lil‘u(tly from Africa through slave trade routes to Mobile. Biloxi. and New
Orleans. Most African slaves remained in the Lower Mississippi River valley,
but on occasion a few were sent into the Illinois Country. Between 1718 and
1735, approximately 7,000 Africans reached the Louisiane Territory, but by
1735 only 3,400 had survived the rough voyage and the harsh frontier (Usner
1979:33). The 1726 Ilinois Country census recorded 317 whites (including
46 Native Americans), 128 African slaves. and 66 Native-American slaves (Call
[988:108-9). By this time, the majority of black slaves came from the Senegal
region of West Africa (Usner 1979).

The first African slaves entered Missouri as miners in the 1720s for the
(]()mpzm\' of the West’s seasonal lead mines in present-day Madison, St.
Francois, and Washington counties. Beyond mining activities, French-owned
slaves primarily were used as subsistence farm laborers as well as domestic
I'C]P on l‘i\/CI‘l)(;znts. in salt manufacturing, and as skilled labor.

In 1752, when the first permanent Missouri settlement was established at
Ste. Genevieve, the Illinois Country census recorded 786 Europeans, 445 black
slaves, and 147 Indian slaves (Ekberg 1985:202). Ste. Genevieve’s popula-

tion then consisted of only 23 people, 2 of which were African slaves. Over
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the next 50 years, Se. Genevieve's population grew to 808 whites. .‘359 l)lil;l\
and muluttoisluvcs.an(l 5 free blacks and mulattoes in 1800 (Ekberg 1 5)8.’):2()—)i

After the French and Indian War (1756-1763), France forfeited all lznfl(i
east of the Mississippi River to England. Some wary French settlers and .[ll.Lll‘l
slaves in the new British territory migrated to the Missouri side ““llc. f\ll-":"“i
sippi River, Many of these French immigrants moved to the nc\\’l,"'f“l‘”l( L‘(l
village of St. Louis (ca. 1764). But unbeknownst to the French settlers, l 1“;1!111%
had given the land west of the Mississippi River to Spain in the secret Treaty
of Fontaibleay as compensation for Spain’s
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) ites ack slaves, and 77
census of Upper Louisiane recorded 5.630 whites, 1,191 black slaves
free blacks (Houck 1908).

Antebellum Period (1803-1861)

After the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, ;\mcr'i("an llrllgl‘il'tl()flv ﬂl()“(vlf‘(,(lntllll:l
nc“"tcrrit()r\; “Americans vastly changed the Lmu.?umci Iﬂcrrltoll;ij 1:;2& e
suffocate the French culture and succeed in (‘ll&l‘llgl‘llgt 1@)11?@’111 ‘ e
Zl\fi}l(l)(t‘llltcL lt;llll:?;lutgc" (Foley 1989:78). ()\"u‘ half ()f’ tlle n‘i\? I;}::;::;;:ll_cgi()“?
grants came from the Upper South, especially the l\'ulltluc ;\l[ luet v
the Tennessee Nashville Basin, the 'l‘i(l(‘\\';ltcl: and Pltf 11‘1‘() g”‘g IVC‘C(”,(IS gni,
and the Carolinas (Foley 1989:238). The following censu:

. ion increase (Table 1).
mented the massive population mcrease (‘I )

. ik $10-1860%*
Tible 1. Misssuris Afiean-Aineiens Population, 1810-186

T ati % African American

Wesir o Tce [otal Population

> 7.4
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1840 57.891 1,478 .)‘315.70;.1 o
1850 84,422 2,618 g e o
1860 114,509 3,572 1,063,48!
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its strong Upper South culture, historians and politicians call portions of the
Boon’s Lick region Missouri’s “Little Dixie.” Based on their criteria (e.g.. their
percentage of black population, hemp and tobacco production, and immigrant
origins), what constitutes Little Dixie counties has varied from scholar to

scholar. R. Douglas Hurt (1992) selected the core Little Dixie counties of

Boone, Callaway, Clay, Cooper, Howard, Lafayette, and Saline counties, which
he also called the “Black Belt,” based on their high percentage of slaves (Fig-
ure 2). These counties had a slave population of at least 24% in 1850, and
each ranked among the top 10 slave counties by the 1860 census.

The Southeastern Lowlands or “Boot Heel” region in southeastern Mis-
souri also had a high percentage of slaves, particularly in New Madrid County.

Missouri's Slave
Population in 1860

Population Percentage

| | No Slaves

[ Less than 10% Slaves
Bl 10 to 30% Slaves
-

30 to 50% Slaves

Figure 2. Missouri’s African-American population in 1860,

(24
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As aresult of environmental conditions. the Bootheel was sparsely populated
until the late 19th century. Earlier settlers spent most of their time clearing
forests and draining swampland for subsistence farming and limited cash crops.
The Bootheel is environmentally unique compared to the rest of Missourl
because of its flat alluvial plain, warmer climate, and higher precipitation. Be-
cause of a more southern climate, the Bootheel was the only Missourt region
that successfully adopted cotton agriculture. The Missouri antebellum cotton
farm did not resemble the larger southern cotton plantations, for cotton was
grown on smaller farms with fewer slaves.

In 1860, there were 114,509 enslaved African Americans representing
10% of Missouri’s population (U.S. Census 1860a, 1860b). Despite the large
number of slaves, the percentage of African Americans in Missouri peaked in
1830 with 18.3% of the population. The decline in population percentage
from 1830 to 1860 was caused by a decrease in Upper South immigrants and
the increase of settlers from northern free states and new European immigrants,
particularly from Germany and Ireland. The new European immigrants be-
gan to compete for employment with slaves and the German settlers became
Strong anti-slavery supporters.

During the antebellum period Missouri had very few large slaveholding
Plantations. Over half of Missouri’s slaveholders owned one to three slaves
and the state averaged only four to five slaves per owner (Greene et al. 1993;
Hurt 1992: Trexler lS)l4)."T|1c holdings ofa Missouri slave master were much
smaller than that of the Deep South of 12.7 slaves per slaveholder, and that of
the Upper South of 7.7 slaves per slaveholder. The Little Dixie region had a
]ligllcr slave average of 6.1 per slaveowner than the rest of Missouri, but the
Little Dixje average also fell short of the Upper South average (Hurt 1992:219).

Missouri’s slave labor can be divided between rural and urban areas. Ru-
‘l‘ul slaves were primarily unskilled laborers working in agriculture, work that
Tncluded clearing f()rcs/ts, splitting rails, hoeing corn, drying tol)ac'co., break-
}Ilg hemp, and domestic help. Urban slaves more often worked as skilled lz'il)()r
t carpentry, blacksmithing, and masonry. but they also worked as non-skilled

aborers in domestic service, industry, and dockwork. Because of t']lCll: skills,
after Emancipation. In

urban slayes had an easier time adapting to freedom ]
amajor component of

both rurg] and urban environments, slave children were
the work force as servants and field hands. :
. . . . ~al 107

Many slaves, particularly in urban centers, were used by non-slaveowning

ndividyalg through a hiring-out system. Excess slaves were hired out by then
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masters for periods of a week to a year in a variety of jobs (such as Ilmz'ht:x
ropewalks, hemp and tobacco industries. print shops, stc;unl)(mts‘. dnl( 0 “
industries). Depending on the length ofhiring, the renter was requirec to P [
vide the slaves with housing, food, medical care. and clothing, but this was no
always the case. _ -
Hurt (1992:269) suggested that Missouri had a “more l‘ll‘)cl'lll “m”“{TL“
sion policy” than most slave states, resulting in an increase of free lv)lz%cl\:s “.)l ‘
77in 1800 to 3,572 in 1860 (Greene ef al. 1993:15: Hurt 1992: U.S. (‘Cllh“;
1960a, 1860b). In 1850, 50 manumissions were granted out ()f'87.-122. or |
out of 1,748, and in 1860, 89 out of 114,931 or 1 out 1.291 were frcc(l.(“l”.[
1992:269). Most Missouri manumissions occurred in St. Louis: very few e
curred in rural areas. Of the 3,572 free blacks recorded in 1860, 2.139 WS l”.
St. Louis city and county (U.S. Census 1960a. 1860b). Many of thcsc.fl‘cL
blacks were fl'ormcr French slaves or their descendants or were ex-slaves h‘()}n
other states, and only a small portion of them were from Missouri. St)lln_c ‘S['.
Louis free blacks became prosperous ])usincss[)cm)ns and respected (‘lllZCll."l'
worth several million dollars. who Cyprian Clamorgan called the “Colorec
Aristocracy” in 1858 (Christensen 1974)
Free African Americans were the most urban caste of the South. S”“,thcrl;.
cities were the centers of free black population. In 1860, more than a tll“'(l—:;
the southern free black population lived in cities or towns. while barely l-" 0
of the whites and about 5% of the slaves lived in urban centers (Berlin
1974:174-81). Many freed African
at jobs often no better than those p
porters, roustabouts, barbers
often worse than that of s|
call or pay for

Americans struggled to survive, working
erformed by slaves as domestic SC"\'l‘ll[S?
- and nannies. Health care of freedpersons Wﬁ
aves because they no longer had a master who wouk('
adoctor or hospitalization (Savit 1978). In St. Louis, free blacks
created their own communities w
the center of the black community and a refuge from white oppression.

Missouri masters were constan

. B 3 . \)\"IS
ith churches and schools. The church w

tly afraid of slave uprisings, a fear tll’:l[ wus'
enhanced by the Haitian slave revolt of 1803 and the Virginian Nat Turnet
revolt in 1831, This anxiety led to stricter state |
slave and free blacks. In 1804 new
existing laws in Virginia
than the F

aws and regulations of l)(')tll'
slave codes were enacted, modeled .Zl.ttcl
and Kentucky, but it was less protective of slave “?’ht
rench or Spanish black codes. e
testifying against whites in courtand from

[t omitted provisions concerning food

The code prohibited blacks i
S »” any kind-
administering medicine of any

. : . free time On
and cl()tlung for slaves. free tu
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Sundays and holidays, care of aged slaves, and safeguards designed to prey cht
excessive physical abuse (Foley 1989:154). Throughout the .-\ntcl)cﬂl:lun 1;:—'
riod, laws were passed that increased control over th.c l)l.ll('k ]T(l)]')u(ra‘ 1;:168_
prohibiting free blacks from traveling and from gll[ll(‘l‘l‘lilf,_’; 11; lt;%tf-llll:fi)l,’wk;
tll])lisllill}-’.; slave patrols in each city and county to c()ntml. f}l_“j ?(, 1“1\111113])V ;nul.(:
by making it illegal for a free black or I“I“l“t~m to possess firearms, ¢ \
ing it illegal to teach blacks to read and write. . N
: The :’cdcrul Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 required l)()}ll h‘cT a“(f,lSl:]\]Z :]tz;t
to assist in the capture and return of runaway slaves. Even .t [m)uB 1 -
ment of Missouri slaves was considered better than t]m..sc of tl,u.v Ltcl[t)u Mig:
Missouri had the highest ratio of runaways to slaves of tITC S i\7€ s ‘ld.(;() -
sourt had 60 slaves out of 87,422 escape in 1850 (lL (;u’t ()r.f.riﬂf-‘)‘ )\iliulul o
of 114,931 by 1860 (1 out of 1,161) (Hurt l.‘).‘)?.:.Z._).«%)I.I ) 111:);,2.‘)5()) <
national average of 1 runaway for every ~1.,.()l.‘) slaves l( | ll”) ‘t:léc’:).r;mimiw
relatively high rate of escapees in Missouri was .("dllSC('l ) t' 1L"s . ,.u]'c Tt
to free s'tu[cs and casy river trunxpm'luti(np Mlssnurj m,“,d“‘;'\;g;:)()s i)l.n o~
sisted] by the Underground Railroad during the -184.()5’(11;\(1 ll:d ].(;42:271:
level of organized runaway activity is unclear at this time (Me ( :
National Park Service 1995:33). e i
The Missouri Antebellum period is nmrkcd' by z} .111(1?1.51\‘clltm!0| el
American migration, which smothered the Cl.ll'llC]: %‘ICIIIL‘I"(‘l lmmi ;Wtcm "
settlers with their African slaves utilized a .(hvcrsmci;;gl1:}.:; M{“(A;u‘ri e
livcst()ck, food crops, and cash crops. l)lll:lllg the I(S..)‘ S.', y ,“‘L;;w un sle
System began to dwindle in cities but remained strong in rural areas

Civil War,
Civil War & Reconstruction Period (1861-1877)

- . . states seceding from
In April 1861, the Civil War began with 11 'wuthtn-l - livided l)ciwecn
? i Yates Missour: was div
the Union and forming the Confederate Stdtcs.. ]\¥1As5()lll\’vL ; ey M
e two sides, voting to stay in the Union, but wishing - ' rigine. In 1860,
) . : ration S.

Vie; 5 Sa .r South immuigrati : . )
;\l/;vmml was caused by its U])I)U'“S. fwhich 431,391 were born in the
s va . C which 40 1,0« 5

1SSour;’s . aled 1.2 million, o ) e
sourr’s population tota (A al. 1993:75). Because of

x

Upper South or Southern slavery states ar, which included

: iides in the w
15sourt’s border status, men fought on both M(lfg.slm e forces (Greene ef al.
. ; : o1 the C >derate X )
]()9,00() for the Union and 30,000 for ‘b“ : ()fl ¢ . controlled by the Union,
19.().“3:70'). Throughout the Civil War, Missourt was cont ’
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but in rural areas southern sympathizers caused havoc using guerilla warfare
to kill, steal from, and terrify Union supporters.

Six months after the war began, General John Fremont declared marshal
law in Missouri and issued a proclamation frecing all Missouri slaves. Fremont’s
proclamation, which was soon nullified by Abraham Lincoln, encouraged
slaves to leave their masters and seek freedom. Many slaves migrated to urban
areas of Jefterson City, Columbia, St. Louis, and Kansas City to escape en-
slavement and find protection with Union forces. Others moved to Kansas,
lowa, and Illinois. Estimates of Missouri’s black population indicate that of
the 114,931 slaves in 1860, only 73.811 remained in 1863, and only 22,000
by 1864 (Grenz 1979:25). Missouri slaveowners tried to protect their eco-
nomic investments by moving slaves to Arkansas and Texas, but this was fu-
tile.

On July 31, 1863, President Lincoln ordered that all available able-bod-
icd blacks between the ages of 20 and 45 be allowed to enlist into the armed
forces. By the end of the war, African-American soldiers comprised 10% of
the total Union forces, or approximately 186,000 (Blassingame 1964).
Missouri’s black troop recruitment was slow at first, due to conservative rural
forces, but by 1863 and 1864, the First and Second Regiments of Missourd
Colored Infantry were formed. By the Civil War’s end. seven Missouri black
regiments were created with 8.344 recruits (Blassingame 1964:338). Missouri’s
African-American forces amounted to only 12% of the total Missouri Union
forces, but many Missouri slaves ran away at the war’s beginning und_j()incd
black Union forces in the First and Second Kansas Volunteers as well as the
First lowa Regiment of African Descent. The First Kansas Colored regiment
was the first African-American force in combat at the Battle of Island Mounc
on October 28-29, 1862, near Butler, Mo. (Hargrove 1988:58). During the
war, Missouri’s black men and women also served as Union informants as wel
as cooks, nurses, and servants for both sides.

Missouri’s slaves were freed on January 11, 1865, by a state referendums:
1T months prior to the ratification of the 13th /\lllCll£lll/lClll and the abolish-
ment of slavery. During the war, many slaves left their masters, some of them
moving out of the state. The 1870 Missouri census indicates only a slight de-
cline in the African-American population, from 118,503 in 1860 to 1 13,()71'

The post-Civil War period was a time of rebuilding a war-torn country-
Though they were free, the lives of African Americans changed little. Some
freed slaves moved to urban areas to find employment, but most continuec

A
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working in rural areas for former slaveholders. Because of skilled trades, former
urban slaves were more successful adapting to freedom than rural slaves. In
Missouri the abolishment of slavery had its greatest impact on agriculture, in
particular the production of labor-intensive crops (hemp and tobacco). After
the war most large estates were divided and reduced in the absence of cash
crops. Yet Missouri planters and farmers, who used a diverse “Upper South”
system, were able to redefine their status and wealth by shifting from cash
crops to increased livestock and food-crop production.

Missouri’s agricultural labor switched from slavery to farm laborers. ten-
ant farming, and sharecropping. In general, black families continued as agri-
cultural laborers by renting or working the land of former slaveowners, often
for nothing more than room and board. Many African-American families con-
tinued living in antebellum slave quarters. A barter system was established
that furnished black farmers with implements and necessities as an advance
on contract wages or in return for part of their harvest as sharecroppers (Naglich
1993). A small number of black families were able to acquire a few acres, on
which they conducted subsistence farming and on occasion raised commer-
cial crops. By 1870, two-thirds of African-American males employed n the
state were still working as farm laborers and were virtually propertyless (Greene
etal. 1993).

Urban environments were not affected as much by slavery’s downfall be-
cause, prior to the Civil War, they had already begun to shift to alternative
labor sources- German and Irish immigrants. After emancipation a gradual
black urban migration led to a shift back to inexpensive black laborers. Dur-
ing Reconstruction, African Americans also worked in the construction of rail-
roads and buildings and had increases in skilled laborers, craftpersons, and
professionals (doctors, lawyers, and teachers). Black children were hired out
by their families for domestic work.

After the abolishment of slavery, race inequality was maintained through
Segregation. Segregation was a racist action of whites to distance thcmsclv.cs,
but segregation also allowed black citizens to define themselves and establish
their independence. “Perhaps the African American’s most significant expres-
sion of their independence was the organization of their own communities”
(.C'YCHZ 1979:44). Black communities lived in scgrcgatcd city blocks or estab-
lished their own towns. Missouri examples include Pennytown and Arrow
Rock, both in Saline County. Pennytown was a small black hamlet founded by
Joseph Penny in 1871 (Greene ef al. 1993:92; Kremer and Morrow 1989).
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Pennytown served as an economic and social center for African Americans
with a church, businesses, and fraternal organizations outside Euro-American
control. During slavery. Arrow Rock was a major Missouri River port and a
starting point on the Santa Fe Trail in Missouri’s plantation district. After the
Civil War, a segregated African-American community developed on the north
side of Arrow Rock (Kremer and Hoaglin 1997). Arrow Rock’s black com-
munity mirrored the white community, including residences, churches, busi-
nesses, fraternal organizations, and a school, with a population totaling nearly
half of the town’s citizens in 1910.

Education became the stepping stone to black self-reliance and was one
of the first things created after emancipation. T'he first black schools were as-
sociated with churches, but state-funded black public schools soon were
started. James Milton Turner is credited with starting 32 new black schools
and building 7 new schools. which included grade schools, high schools, and
the Lincoln Institute (now Lincoln University, in Jefferson City), Missouri’s
first black college. The Freedmen’s Bureau and American Missionary Asso-
clation also assisted in starting black schools. The schools themselves often
were old white schools or abandoned buildings.

Post-Reconstruction and the Ea rly 20th Century (1877-1914)

The late 19th and carly 20th century is marked by a massive northern
migration and urbanization of American blacks. By 1880 the Reconstruction
period’s economic growth had become stagnant, causing southern black farm
laborers to emigrate to northern cities lnoking for better-paying factory jobs.
Many of Missouri’s urban blacks left the state for northeastern cities where
they could carn higher wages in factories, foundries, and shipyards. Missouri’s
rural blacks, hearing of better economic and social ()pp()rtu;litics in local cit-
ies, moved into urban areas like St. Louis and Kansas City (Figure 3).

Between 1880 and 1910, “Missouri’s black population grew by 8%, from
145,350 to 157,452. By contrast, the white population grew by 55%, from
2,022,826 10 3.134,9327 (Greene ef al. 1993:114) (Table 2). Because of black
urbanization, the African-American population in St. Louis in 1880 was
22,256, which made it the third largest urban black concentration in the na-
tion (Primm 1981:332). By 1890, 47% of Missouri’s black population lived
cities: by 1900 the figure increased to 55%: and by 1920). nearly 67% lived in
cities, almost 3 times the national average (Green ;'/ al. 1993; 107-08).
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Missouri's African-American
Population in 1880

e
P
Population Percentage

Less than 10% African-American
I 10 to 30% African-Amerrican
Il 30 to 50% African-American

Figure 3. Missouri’s African-American population in 1880.

Table 2: Missouri’s African-American Population, 1870-1910%*

Year African American Total Population % African American
1870 118,071 1,721,295 6.9
1880 145,350 9.168,176 6.7
1890 150,184 9,678,642 5.6
1900 161,234 3,106,077 5.2
1910 157,452 3,293,335 4.8

*U.S. Census 1870, 1880, 1890, 1900, 1910.

Segregation persisted. as blacks were confined to small tracts of land or
city blocks in overcrowded, unsanitary tenement housing. Tenement houses
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were poorly constructed, two- to three-room apartments. In the 1890s, St.
Louis blacks lived in areas where the population density averaged 82 persons
per acre, as opposed to the overall city average of only 12 per acre (Greene ef
al. 1993:113). Overcrowding and unsanitary conditions were as bad in rural
areas, particularly among southeastern Missouri sharecroppers. Rural hous-
ing consisted of antebellum slave quarters, farmhouses, and shotgun houses.
By the turn of the century, urban overcrowding caused a black movement into
white neighborhoods. leading to increased racial conflicts.

Racial violence was growing throughout the state and was most visible by
the increase in lynchings. Between 1889 and 1918, Missourians lynched 81
citizens, 51 of whom were black (Greene ef al. 1993:108-09). These numbers
were higher than Virginia and North Carolina, and dramatically higher than
in the bordering states of [llinois, lowa. and Kansas.

By the early 20th century, most Missouri African-Americans lived in seg-
regated urban housing and worked as general laborers. Rural blacks conti_ll'
ued to work as farm laborers. Though overcrowded. the black community
thrived culturally, with its own education, churches, hospitals, and social or-
ganizations.

World Wars and Depression Period (1914-1950)

As World War I began, the quality of life for most African Americans €on”
tinued to be stagnant, though Missouri’s black population numbers and per-
centage grew steadily (Table 3). Most of Missouri’s African Americans cOl”
tinued to live in segregated, overcrowded, urban neighborhoods with poot
sanitation and little support from federal, state, or city agencies. Blacks had to
rely upon themselves and their communities to survive.

Table 3: Missouri’s African-American Population, 1920-1950%*

Year African American  Total Population 9% African Americal
1920 178,241 3,404,055 5.2
1930 233,840 3,629,367 6.2
1940 244,386 3,784,664 6.5
1950 297,000 3,954,653 7.5

*U.S. Census 1920, 1930, 1940, 1950,

St
o
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During World War I, 9,219 of the African-American enlisted soldiers were
from Missouri (Greene et al. 1993:141). The black soldier fought for two
things: his country and himself. For his country, he wanted to win the war, and
for himself he hoped that upon his return he would receive respect and the
full rights of citizenship.

World War I was a blessing for African Americans. The decrease in immi-
gration, increase in U.S. industry, and the reduction of white laborers opened
the door for them. The result was a great migration of southern blacks to north-
ern cities for jobs in shipyards, automobile factories, meat packing, mining,
and railroads. In 1910. 552.845 African Americans worked as industrial la-
borers, butin 1920 this number increased to 960.039 (Greene et al. 1993:143).
When compared to the 1880 population (Figure 2), the distribution of
Missouri’s black population in 1930 (Figure 4) clearly highlights an urban

Missouri's African-American
Population in 1930

Population Percentage
[ ] No African-Americans _
Less Than 10% African-American

10 to 30% African-American

Figm'c 4. Missouri’s African-American population in 1930.
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migration into St. Louis and Kansas City. This migration u)mp'()u.n(lvulr{)l‘ll>l>‘:
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In 1929, the stock market crash sent the United States into the (h‘czl't De-
pression. The Depression was a time of great unemployment, but it affected
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African-American Archaeology

African-American archacology h
(1995:1) as “the study of material cul
experiences of African Americans
lives.” The development of
field of historical arch

as been defined by Singleton and Bograd
ture to describe and mterpret the diverse
and the social processes that affected their
“African-American archacology as a serious sub-

acology has only occurred in the last 30 years. The first
African-American archaeolo

studies in the Deep South
search has expanded beyonc

gical research began with plantation and slavery
and the Caribbean. Today, Afric
Lthe big house to incly
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sites, industrial
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ide urban slavery, free blacks,
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ology continues to set the direction for much of
(Singleton and Bograd 1995. ] 5)

The development of Af
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antation, plantation archae-

African-American research

rican-American archacology from plantation and
a major subdiscipline of historical archacology has been
highlighted by numerous scholars (Fairbanks 1984; Ferguson 1992: McKee
1998:; Orser 1984, 1990a, 1990b; Schuyler 1980: Singleton 1988, 1990. 1991,
1995; Singleton and Bograd 1995). Overall, these scholars have suggested
that archacological strategies for studying African Americans have developed
along three lines: (1)

the study of everyday life, (2) social inequality studies,
and (3) the search for material correl

ates ()f'ctlmicity.
The study of everyday life has mcluded simple questions of subsistence
(Rietz et al. 1985)

» housing (Otto 1975, 1977 1980, 1984)
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1989, 1991, creolization (Ferguson 1992), and ;[C(‘[ll[lu‘;[ti()ll (Wheaton et al.
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Project Locations of Previous
African-American Archaeology
in Missouri

)
Moo

Figure 5. Locations (black dots) of African-American archacological projects in

Missouri.
surgery, but if you have no formal training in excavation techniques or artifact
identification, then your excavations may do more harm than good.

Preservation and Restoration

Missouri’s federal, state. and county parks have promoted African-Ameri-
Can Z“'C"C““’%y for the identification and restoration of historical resources. In
the summers of 1961 and 1962, Donald Heldman (1961, 1962) of the Uni-
versity of Missouri- Columbia conducted an m'('hucolngicul excavation at the
General Daniel Bissell Historc Museum and Park in north St. Louis County.
Heldman was asked to assist the St. Louis County Parks and Recreation De-
partment in its preservation efforts to restore the Bissell Estate to the time of
General Bissell’s occupation (1810 [833). General Bissell was the command-
ing officer of Fort Belle Fontaime, which was the first American fort west of the
Mississippi River, established in 1805 and located north of his estate over-
looking the Missouri River. The Bissell estate was 2 plantation-style farm that
was operated with over 30 enslaved African-Americans during the General’s

/\ ~ y ).)

Occupation. Archacological work was conducted t().lucalcl and I(lt:llt'lf,\' Ci'l"]y
outbuilding structures associated with the General, 111('1'11(11“55 t]“’sellmlf(?(‘ t;;
slave life. Excavations took place on each side of the main lmu'sc which 1s h,tf |
Standing today as a historical house museum. These SEGARINLOTE u“C(WCIu.
artifacts an| a’r('hiu-('luml data identified as a cistern, a well. a cm(lcr‘ road., ‘;.
milkhouse or springhouse, a log barn, a smokehouse, and a cellar. .Some) 0_
these buildings and artifacts may be related to slave \\"m'k areas, but no L"f
dence of their homes was found. A sketch map by a BIS.SC“ descendant suvg-
gests that the slave quarters were located north of the main lu‘)usc. but lc"\'cill\«.!-v
tions were not conducted in this area. Heldman (l.‘)()'2:.‘5f2*'3.-3) :mtcs imf L ”];
rea was in cultivation and “showed no evidence ()f'h.zll)ltutunl.‘ un(l. ‘[llflt ‘},’
traces of them [slave quarters| would have been l)l)lI.tCl.‘zltC((l (ft‘()lmv ?zlllllllllil‘;i,;‘
The location of these slave quarters was Cf"l’]“'ullugi““ e A
sity of Missouri-St. Louis field school, which is discussed later. sho. Mo
The George Washington Carver National M()lllllllCllt neat ch().s lm,. : (l_
has initiate(] archacological surveys and testing for the rc.stm'ut:_(()ll S ])llt;‘;Z'
Vation of );m'cr-’sbil'lhl)lil('c 2.“(lChil(lh()()(l]1()mc(Bcuul)lc¥1 l.‘).).i;illicnn‘ .,‘(g';
Garrison and Bray 1976; Weymouth 1976). George W“Sl““gt"“r‘(“‘wel \?‘}' ‘
former slaye wh()’l)cczunc a lL:u(ling agricultural scientist at lowa Sta'te U;u\ 'CI.'
sity and the Tuskegee Institute of Alabama. This monument C()ntu‘nxl‘s(twlle:ur-
Clmc”l”?{icu] remains of two cabins and one frame h()uSc‘l)m]t l)')' M()bcb~, “m]e ’
Gcorgc W’ashingmn Carver’s former master, an array of outbuildings hl()’m t\l)(:
Carver period, a house and farm buildings from the 20th century, and a pre
historje occupation. X
The St. I}A)uis County Parks and Recreation De])-‘u‘tmen‘t s ])1'0“}().&(]
the EXcavation of the Th(’)rnhill Estate in St. Louis County for a)"f‘it‘)’;d“i:
and preservation program. Archacological tcstmg was con‘(]uctlc()(72)cl\f(‘;f;4
1979 and 1984 by Washington University’s David ‘Br()wnmn (ll - t t :“,-,;
1979, 1982, 1984) and Roderick McIntosh (1979). The T[wr}"“‘.' ll-b “l;m‘t .
9Ccupied by the Frederick Bates family, a former Missourt lerrltollIl‘\l/lcfil(t(‘)d‘l’S
(lovcmor, ;Ivh() operated a farm with slave labor. Bl'()Wl.llllll anc B,Ltl,l, 'l;lte-_
Work was associated with the reconstruction and renovation of t.hj . ‘ll kcistc"hen
bellun, home, two possible slave cabins, alog barn,a walkway, dft““ll(;’;2 ] 979,
ice house, cistern, chicken house, and root cellar. Browman’s (] ,‘] tl ?1t ltlle\;
15)82) Cxcuvutinné around the possible slave quarters C()“CI_U( L; .hl Afril-
Postdated the Civil War and were unclear if they were assaeLated Wit

Can-American life.
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I'he Battle of Lexington State Historic Site in Lafayette County has had
exploratory testing of the Anderson House near | ‘ 4
Anderson moved to Lexington in 1851 from F
tory and ropewalk (

.exington (Figure 6). Oliver
ayette, Ky., to start a hemp fac-
) a long room or building where rope 1s manufactured),
which was operated by slave labor. During the Civil W
was used as a hospital for Union and Confederate forces. Initial archival work
was conducted by Kenneth Coombs (1961a, 1961Db)
plan for the interpretation and restoratjon of the B
Historic Site. Coombs completed

ar, the Anderson home

to formulate a master
attle of Lexington State

" oo ' a topographic survey of the grounds that
notec .l]()\\”.l)llll(]lllglU('lltl()[lSllll(lI)I"()(Ill(‘t‘(l(l]‘il\\'illgﬂ()“ll('A\ll(l(‘l‘S(Hlﬁll‘l”'
stead, including a detached kitchen/sery

: ants quarters, slave quarters, a car-
riage housc/h()rse barn. carriage w

o ay, root cellar, smokehouse, ice house, privy;
e T a2 oarcle , - )
fL"; 1use, and a garden storage shed. Coombs recommended the restoration
t ree structures: a detached kitchen/servants quarters, a slave quarters, and
a carriage house/horse barn.
Coombs’ research initiated arch

| o O ! acological testing by Robert Bray of the
University of Missouri-—( ) )

olumbia in 1960 (Bray 1961, 1962). Bray conducted

Figure 6. The Anderson House at the Battle of T
Site near Lexington, Mo. (Photo by Timothy . B

.exington State Historic
aumarnn)
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excavations of the slave quarters and detached kitchen, but was 1.111;11)].0 to lo-
cate the carriage house. His limited excavations identified two brick pier cor-
ners which he interpreted as a frame slave quarters el
ners. Bray also uncovered a brick floor and foundation associated with the
detached kitchen.

In 1988, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). Egie
tracted archacologist Larry Schmits to further evaluate the location and mter-

pretation of the Anderson farmstead structures and to determine whether

enough evidence was available for their restoration. His excavations further
identified the detached kitchen and a ]mssil)lc slave quarters. Excavation of
the detached kitchen identified a brick foundation with an mteror wall, ap-
(Schmits 1989:213). I'he

Parently separating the structure into two rooms .
African-

detached kitchen functioned as a storehouse and kitchen with an
American cook’s living qquarters on the second floor. | y

The Anderson House’s possible slave quarter location identified by Bray
n 1960 (1961, 1962) was further excavated by Larry Sclnnitsj \\'ll.() uncov-
cred 16 features including 3 brick piers and 13 post molds. 1 brick fragment,
and 1 linear scatter of bricks. The artifacts all postdated the Civil War and
taised serious doubts of the slave quarter interpretation by (1()()1111)5. ;m(]. Bray.
Based on the temporal and functional aspects of the artifacts, Schmits did m?t
ere associated with a slave resi-

believe that the brick piers and post molds w
as a late 19th cen-

dence. Instead. he suggested the possible “slave qquarters” w
tury farm outbuilding (Schmits 1989).

Larry Grantham, archaeologist for the Division of
disagrees with Schmits’ farm outbuilding interpretation (
, 1994). Instead, Grantham suggests that the brick piers and post molds do
ndeed represent slave quarters. Grantham’s interpretation
8raphic evidence; he suggested that the post mold features repre
which outbuildings do not have.

In 1986, Grantham conducted minor ex
Historic Site in St. Louis. The Joplin House is a state-operated .11(‘>us%' mu-
Seum that celebrates (1) Scott Joplins role as songwriter and musician in the
“Ragtime,” at the turn of the cen-
here he worked and wrote mu-
house’s foundation

‘State Parks of MDNR,

pers. comm., August

s based on photo-
sent a porch,

cavations at the Scott Joplin House

dCVC]()I)mcn[ of American music, specifically
tury, and (2) Scott Joplin’s home and office, w
sic. Grantham’s work included seven small units along the

3 . . . ¢ ‘o r"..' >US ‘ere C "tC(lSiIlCCI]()
to (lucnnmc 1ts age and construction. Few artifacts were collec
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screening was done, but amid-19th century date was determined for the house
(Grantham 1986).

In summer and fall 1991, Grantham also conducted excavations on Lot

77 in Arrow Rock. Mo.. to record cultural remains prior to the construction of

anew visitor’s center at Arrow Rock State Historic Site. Excavations revealed
multiple brick and limestone foundations associated with three major occu-
pations between 1847 and 1958. The last of these structures was occupied by
the Lucien Cavil family (1922-1958), an African-American household. Prior
to the Cavil residence, Lot 77 was occupied by a Euro-American store and
houschold. A shallow depression and a concentration of limestone and con-
crete identified the site on the ground surface (Grantham 1991).

Excavations were conducted to determine the function and age of the de-
pression. They revealed a cistern filled with artifacts dating after 1958. Oncea
mid-20th century date for the cistern was determined, artifacts were recorded
and returned to the cistern fill. The limestone and concrete concentration, on
the other hand, was determined to be associated with the Cavil household
and both of these features were initially cleared for construction. Further dig-
ging recorded additional structural deposits predating the Cavil occupation-
Twenty-eight features were recorded, but only six were associated with the
African-American houschold. These features included limestone piers and
two indeterminate pits. Grantham suggests that the Cavil house was built after
1922 with recycled materials from the previous structures on Lot 77.

The majority of the artifacts consisted of architectural remains (70 80%)
and most dated to the 19th century. Only the artifacts from the cistern and a
porcelain doll have been associated with the Cavil occupation. Grantham states
that the porcelain doll is typical of those from the late 19th century and prior
to the Cavil occupation in 1922, but its arms and face are painted black, pos”
sibly suggesting that it was owned by an African-American child in the Cavil
family. Because of the intact archaeological remains on Lot 77, the construc”
tion plan for the visitors center at Arrow Rock State Historic Site was modi-
fied, preserving the site and leaving a limestone and brick foundation visible
on the surface for visitor interpretation.

Between 1992 and 1993, MDNR contracted with the Center for Archaco-
logical Research of Southwest Missouri State University (CAR) to pmvi(]C
archaeological and historical mvestigations at the Nathan Boone Homesteac
State Historic Site, located just north of Ash Grove. Mo. (Yelton and Bray
1994a, 1994b). The results of the mvestigations will be used to interpret the

Py -
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site for the public. Oral interviews and historical documentation indicate that
Nathan Boone. the son of Daniel Boone. owned 11 slaves, some of whom lived
on the property after the Civil War. Archacological investigations recorded a
stone-lined storage cellar, a spring house, a smokehouse, a possible summer
kitchen, a privy, the Boone family cemetery, and an African-American cem-
etery but were unable to locate the slave quarters or the African-American
posthellum occupation. The black cemetery consisted of seven possible grave
depressions marked with natural, unmodified stones. The African-American
cemetery is on lower ground than the Boone family cemetery, suggesting a
class difference.

In 1995, archacologist James E. Price directed a joint National Park Sc'r—
vice and University of Missouri-Columbia archacological project to assist in
the restoration ()f'l’TI\'sscs §. Grant National Historic Site in St. Louis County,
(Price and Ilzlstingsl 1998). The site. originally called White Haven, consists
of an early- to mid-1 9th-century farmstead including a main house,
sm()kclmu;‘c. springhouse, barn. and ice house. This site originally l).c]()nge(l
to the Dent family. who ()pcrutcd 4 modest antebellum farmstead with slave
labor. Ulysses S. Grant slowly gained ownership of the property after marry-
ing Julia ll)cnt in 1848 and eventually owned the entire 1,100-acre estate by
I870. Historical records suggest that by the 1850s, 18 black s]u.vcs li'vcd and
worked at White Haven (National Park Service n.d.). Excavations in 1995
were conducted in several arcas including in and around the main house, the
summer kitchen, and the basement winter kitchen (Figure 7).

Evidence of African-American lifeways was best represented in the base-
ment winter kitchen. The winter kitchen was used by slave cooks to prepare
meals for the Dent family and themselves and as a living (lllle‘[Cl‘S../\llil]ySlS l).y
Price and Hastings (1998) highlighted three artifact concentrations associ-
ated with the African-American occupation below the winter-kitchen floor.
First, a concentration of large broken ceramics was found beneath the floor, a
deposit that appears to have been intentionally placed under the floorboards
when the kitchen was in use. These ceramics may
s view. but Price and Hastings have also inter-
preted these broken ceramics as “killed” vessels from ritual to keep spirits
from coming back from the dead (Little 1997:3: Price and Hastings 1.()..()8).
artifacts was uncovered along a wall of the winter

have been accidentally bro-

ken an hidden from the maste

Sccon(l, a cached bundle of
Kitcher, (Figure 8). The bundle consisted of two glass drawer knobs, the glass

ball from the stem of a compote, two brass doorknobs, a whiteware sugarbowl
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Figure 7. West wing and basement winter kitchen at the Ulysses S. Grant National

Historic Site in St. Louis County, Mo. (Photo by Timothy E. Baumann)

: _ | | !
lid, a whetstone for sharpening scythes, a brass spoon bowl. five buttons: ¢
istoric ])r()_jcculc po
ner fork with @
price and

marble. a coil of brass wire, a smooth pebble, a preh int,

two prehistoric scrapers. a steel knife blade, a Sheflield din

bone handle, a sewing thimble, and a large mammal knuckle bone ( L
. v . e ark

Hastings 1998). Similar bundles have been recorded by archacologist Ma
4 retec

Leone of the University of Maryland-College Park and have been mterp
Little 1997:3). Lastly, 2"
kitchen floor”
and write;
e slaves

to bring good luck. protection, and to cure illness (
intact writing slate and graphite pencils were found below the
boards. Missouri law then prohibited slaves from learning to read

so finding these objects in this context 1s imminently reasonable. 1 h

rials below

may have been teaching themselves and hiding the writing mate

the floorboards between lessons.

Cultural Resource Management

ri’s African”
| resourc®
| Stat¢

Since the Historic Preservation Act of 1966, most of Missou
American archaeological research has been a product of cultura
management projects. Between 1981 and 1983, Southwest Missour

Figure 8. Contents of the second cache bundle uncovered below the winter kitchen
floor at the Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site in St. Louis County, Mo. (Photo

by James E. Price)

U“iVCrsity’s CAR excavated portions of two postbellum African-American
neighborhoods for the University Plaza Project in Springfield (Flanders ef al.
1981; Harris 1981; Harris ef al. 1986). The first was located along Dollison
Avenue and immediately south of St. Louis Street and included both white
and black tradesmen. The second neighborhood was a working-class Afri-
can-American community called “East End” located along McDaniel and
McAllister streets. Excavations in the East End neighborhood provided the
best information on African-American life after the Civil War. African-Ameri-
can residents in this neighborhood were employed at two tobacco factories
located immediately north of this neighborhood or as domestic servants for

neighboring white households. Excavations uncovered house foundations,

Privies, cisterns, and a variety of artifacts dating to the late 19th and early 20th
CClltury_

~ In1984, James Priceled a team that investigated the Phillips Bay Mill Site
f(_’r the National Park Service’s Ozark National Scenic Riverways Project. The
Site contains the remains of an carly to mid-19th century sawmill and habita-
ton area as well as a multi-component prehistoric occupation (Figure 9). The
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site is located on a spring branch of the Current River. Site Interpretations
were based on limited testing and surface features of a mill race, mill dam, a
large pit, a log pond, and the mill site. Test excavations identified two middens
and a feature interpreted as one or two habitation areas associated with the
mill. Historical documentation does not clearly define who lived and worked
at the mill, but Price et al. (1985:134-35) suggested that slave and free black
occupants resided and labored at the mill based on census records and ce-
ramic analysis. Census records indicate that the mill owners were slaveholders
and likely used slaves. Based on previous African-American studies (Baker
1980, Céismur 1982: Otto 1975. 1977, 1984; Smith 1976), Price and his
colleagues concluded that the ceramic content of the mill site reflects an Afri-
can-American presence based on a higher percentage of annular ware and/or
bowls compared to Anglo-American historical sites recorded dlu‘.ing the Ozark
Scenic Riverways Project and with the Widow Harris Site, also in the Ozarks
(Price 1979). 7 |
[n 1984, the Archacological Survey of the University of Missouri-St. Louus
(UMSL) contracted to conduct a records and literature search and archaeo-
logical testing of St. Louis city blocks 3693 and 3694 in the “Ville” neigh'b()r-
hood, a historically black neighborhood since the carly 20th century (Nixon
eltal. | 984). chenltrcnchcs were dug by heavy machinery across the (lcvel(T])—
ment tract. This work revealed foundations and basements associated with
the African-American occupation, but they had been heavily damaged by con-
struction and urban renewal activities. Ultimately, the archacological rcma.ms./
tlm“gh present, were not considered to be significant and clearance was given
or constructim/l. Archaeological evidence from both blocks was completely
destroyed. 7 | | ‘
Ten years later, the Archacological Research Genter of St. Lo}us (ARC)
Was contracted by tlyle Greater Ville Historic Development Corporation to con-
duct another record and literature search of the Ville neighborhood. The im-
mediate goal of the project was to establish a historical context and determine
| \ (Fulmer et al. 1995).
a public archacology
nmunity. Another
African-American

1ts urchue()l()gical resources for possible future testing
The Ville project’s long-range goals were to establish
Program involving archacologists, historians, and the cor
l”“g‘"mlgc goal was to create a musceum celebrating the
1€ritage of St. Louis. The first step of the Ville public archaco]ggy program
gh school and middle school

Was to be an archacological field school for hi
I no work has been

Students, but since that time funding has disappeared anc
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done. The initial field sc " -
mitial field school was to have been held at the former residence of

ames Milton Turner. a promi
l(]hui tl o lllunu.dl)m“”“c“["l"‘“k community. state, and national leader
ing the posthe , ol @ ‘
| ,, the |)4.)st )dlu.m a.nd carly 20th-century period. Current status of this
project is up in the air—it may never take place
Between 1987 088 1 : e
sis conducted . dn'(l 1988, Larry Schmits of Environmental Systems Analy-
SI¢ 1cted extensive testino - i . ), Y
S ll'u lcf:\ltum\% testing at (\)lun(lzu-(, for a l)l'H])()scd Bl'()\\'ning—lfcrl’ls
i I (McKay and Schmits 1986: Schmnits 1988). “The Quindaro
site was the location of the mid-1¢ e o ~ ‘
gyt e mid-19th century town of Quindaro, the later post
) ar African-American ¢ . _
siiwblie ;I\t m-American community of Happy Hollow, and in the late 19th
i Ton Thabars [ fositia : )
s Q)()) }Tl (,h[.LH.l University, the first black school of Kansas” (Schmits
088:89). & .
1e site is located on the bluffs of the Missouri River on the north

edge of present-day Kansas City, K :
- nsas City, Kans - ‘ : ,
y Kansas City, Kans. Quindaro was founded in 1857 as @

“frcc-stutc t(.m'n in Kansas but was abandoned by the carly 1860s because of
the (lc])rgssum of 1857-58, its poor location, its inability to finance a rail
road, and internal dissension” (Schmits 1988:89) ( .y
During and after the Civil War, African-American freedmen moved into
tll'c ubzm'(l()ncd Quindaro to form Happy Hollow. Many of them were former
I\/IISS‘(HII‘I slu.\'cs. S('hmits’ excavations focused on the commercial and resi-
dential lmusmg ofthe Quindaro occupation butalso addressed the lmstl)cllum
]?luck cmmn.umt)'. For example, the third residence excavated in 1988 at 20 )
St!‘cct wus‘.hl.'st occupied before 1860 by an Irish immigrant, Robert Kelly.
/:i.tfl:vthc\(AV]I'VVzn', the lmus.c was occupied by William Meyer, a .")()-\'cul'-UI((I
isclr;lcl:\]lilt-: ]n(;i:_cii;l()hll)(n.u'vh,‘()m I\"Iiss‘ouri.'with his wife and two children
Schmits 1988:1! 21) (Figure 10). Schmits (1988:127-35) also discussed
(%umd;lu’(): role n [ll.e underground railroad. The Kansas-Missouri under-
j]’::::;i'(c(llL;\l4li.:):<()luz“i‘:-sl.”,lx(-)])”]ﬁmu,“,l,l 'l)cf-’,'inning in the 1850s ;m(.{ freed several
o slaves. opeka and Lawrence were the main centers, but
most river towns, like Quindaro, also played a role in freeing Missouri slaves-

In 1989 & 009 1TMS . . .
)89 and 1992, UMSL conducted intensive archaeological surveys of

tll(l;)(\;Vlvl(Hmrs? (,.rcck drainage l)us:in in St. Louis County, Mo., (Harl ¢/ al.
990) ‘m'd the Middle Meramec River valley in Jefferson County, Mo., (1 farl
al?(l Nlllgill(:h I.()‘()z).- In both surveys numerous historical sites wc)ljc rcct(ql)r(lc(l,
with 1\fl:iCitIl—AIl’lcl'.lCZlIl components including antebellum plantation sites (“big
I‘muscs," ()l.lt])llll(llll;_’,'ﬁ. cemeteries, slave quarters, schools) and postbellum
,f"cc(rl“llcn sites (S}.‘arccr()])l)cl'/l'ultcr homes). Two ;)f't])csc sites, l)]uw:(l Green
and !ylcr Plantation, were excavated later in archacological ﬁcll(l schools and
are discussed below.
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ar foundation at the Quindaro site,

.l‘l?,'llrc 10. A general view of Feature 19. a cell
interpreted as the African-American residence of William Meyer and his family after

1872. (Photo by Larry J. Schmits)

In 1990 UMSL was contracted to excavate a portion of the Second Catholic

Cemetery, located near Jefferson Avenue in St. Louis (Hamilton and Nixon
1994; Harl et al. 1996; Herrmann 1994, 1999). The second Catholic burial
ground was used between 1823 and the 1850s. Excavations uncovered 79

single interments and a large burial pit with the commingled remains of at

lC'fISt 38 individuals. Nicholas Herrmann, a doctoral student at the University
of Tennessee Knoxville, has collected the demographic and pathological data
yreliminary demographic analysis suggests that
frican American, and 7% were Native
ver 65 years old, with a sex ratio
| records of the Second
f St. Louis’ free

from the physical remains. His |
70% were Euro-American, 23% were A
A‘.“Cl‘icun ranging in age from 7 months to o
U‘f [.54 males per female (Herrmann 1999:7-9). Buria
Catholic Church document a mixed parish including part o
Jles of African Americans in this cemetery include
was estimated at 100 at her death in 1831, a fe-
835, and Maximan Clamorgan, who died in 1825
merchant and fur trader of Welsh,
* (Harl et al. 1996:8). Herrmann

i““(l slave community. Examj
Jeaneane Marie, whose age
male slave of the Soulard in 1
i‘jl(l was the son of Jacques Clamorgan, a
I rench, and African-American heritage’
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(1999:10) noted a low frequency o
Second Catholic cemetery imdividu
cases such as cholera, I listoric

f pathological conditions. suggesting ih_"‘[
als may have died quickly from acute dis-
al records substantiate this conclusion. as chol-
cra epidemics were common in St. Louis between 1823 and the 1850s (Harl
et al. 1996:9-13). The worst cholera epidemic was in 1849, with thousands
dying from this quick and deadly illness.

The 1993 Missouri River f
terfield Valley, St. Louis ¢
the ARC to conduct
levee reconstruction

. 5 k. )S—
lood breached the Monarch Levee in the (‘h'cl
ounty. In 1994, Sverdrup Civil, Inc., contracted wit |

- ear flooc
aphase I'survey of the proposed Monarch 100-year floo

- 3 S riaT e
and improvement and to conduct a record and literatut
search of the Chesterfield V:

alley region for the proposed Monarch ‘r)()()-’\'.Cl“'
flood levee (Harl ef al. 19944 1994b). The survey revisited two known sites
(23SL6651 and 235L698) and recorded two new sites (2351909 u%l(l
235L910). Site 23SL65 1 was first recorded during the Wildhorse Creek drain-
age basin survey as both a prehistoric and historical site (Harl ef al. 1990)-
The historical component at 2351689 may have been an antebellum slu\:C
quarters of the Stumpf farmstead. The Stunﬁ)fﬂllllil)’ migrated from Virginia
to Missouri prior to 1840 and operated a farm with six slaves.

[nfall 1994, the construction of

3 v % I Fimenempg P 10110
anew Federal Courts building was begu!
on city blocks 197 and 205

i downtown St. Louis (Naglich and Harl 1995)-
ARC contracted to record cisterns, privies. and wall foundations. Material col-
amples of the privy and cistern matrix l"t‘““’v.c,(l
zu‘clmcol()gicul research has identified free Afri-
can-American residents and associated features dating to the antebellum and
postbellum periods. Materials collected include faunal
ing, ceramics, bottles, and other artif

ban archacology project

lections were made from grab s
by a backhoe. Historical and

and floral remains, cloth-
acts. Unfortunately, this was a typical ur-
s as the contractors called in the archaeologists only
after the bulldozers were running. The result was a poorly documented sal-
vage archacological project with

In 1997 CAR conducted
Kennett and Hay

grab samples and photographs of features.

a phase | survey along Highway 412 l)ct\\’cfif'
ti,in the Missouri Bootheel (Lopinot 1998). Numerous Afri-
can-American tenant and slmrccroppcr farm sites were recorded dating to the
carly 20th century, but many of them were heavily disturbed by subsequent
plowing. Additional testing on some of th

ese sites was conducted later in 1998,
but with little success (Thomas 1999).

The City of Kansas City, Mo., contracted in 1997 with the Institute for

Minnesota Archaeology to prepare a management plan for the development

AFRICAN-AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY

: .+ for the Town of Kan-
of an urban archacological park and i'ltcv]vl)l“l\f"wll]t(;(l);(l)yl- ]ti::si::)l\:)l;)l/':t\\'ur(l
sas Archacological Site (McCarthy and Ward l‘.(” /l‘(l). I .-.-cnt.ur\' :r\ﬁ‘ic;u1-;\mcri-
1998). Ass the management plan (lm'cl(.)l)ulju Jate 1910 ( .. Archacological in-
can occupation was identified from historical (l()_('um‘ultﬁl- . el ‘1|n‘0l:"]‘ a re-
vestigations in the African-American area e i ;K L, ()ssil)lz struc-
sistivity survey that identified three possible ]).l[ 1c;lturcﬁ unl((: T,l l\%cll)ﬁ-ll‘ e At'ailc(l
ture. S’lll)chlllClll testing revealed a recent mixed clay ‘1!1( 871(1 S
to identify any intact cultural remains. Future Cx(.m'ut]]mls l111:15 o
Sripping to remove the fill may nneove! lllti‘('[“zh\l;' ‘ll):)tl]lill;” of Kansas City,
Tk AN S AL \ml':nlii::l:t: (Zz:s(l,l«‘ 138) near Waverly in

U.S.

conducted a phase IT testing of a l)lzmt. LA
Lafayette County, Mo.. for the Missouri D"l"‘”.“n.Cllt (.) y ll‘l\\:.lls established
Route 65 Rcln(""ltit)ll Project. This antebellum fl%l'l]l.’slt‘hvl() l' l)«(;r :\t ‘he fime of
1829 by the Galbraeth family and was operated with's d\{% l‘l [ill""t“ the 1870s.
cxcuvu[’inn it was still an active farm with an L‘\["'“F l-h()l.M( e

The phase 11 investigation included “informantinten llL‘s'\tri])l)ing of stone fea-

vs. surface survey, -
- ' 10118, & : r shove
probe testing, test unit excavations, and Ihll.l(ll( )
i T stine 1dentified portions ob a .
tures™ (Latham 1998). The testing |(lumf] ' 1 B et it
. [ ings. Artifc ys
large circular ice house, and several outbuilding

q or a final report.
val research are being conducted fora final rej

ave (Illill’[Cl'S, a

Ar(,'/m(f()log‘l'(‘(ll Field Schools

I 1( ] st co¢ (l SCHOC I‘ l() )).() (‘()l](lll(f[c(l
l Ld (‘ “tl II (‘()lllllllllli[\' (‘:()” lg - 1€ (l 'VL‘] )1 0 e
> ILas (€ i i )

. s . freed slave of either the Tyler or
¢Xcavations at the residence of David (,I‘CL’IL ! h%(‘l(s‘l l1\mt\' (Harl and Naglich
Coleman Plantation in Babler State Park, St. I‘()U-]:S l(l) borer for the Coleman
1994). After the Civil War, Green worked as a hired fa

ins of Green’s resi-
I ' . remains of Green
ami ical Investig: s revealed that the ‘ ;
ld"“I,"- /\l‘clluu)l()gl('ul Investigations reves D ol

. I stroved by the con:

dence might have been partially destroy ed by e
i 1 catures were found:
century home. Two historical features were . ' i —
] David Green’s residence. Fec :
‘ Jaca . .
gments, a tumbler glass with a

Feature 1 was a square
as a
Post that may be associated with

shallow basin-shaped pit with bottle gl“ﬁﬁ {28 is feature recorded nutshell,

Pontil mark, and cut nails. A float sample from g ]le’”‘l and Naglich (1994)

Cll;lrcoul, and small fragments of a monocot S}tl”/l'l rh‘ich‘ could indicate that

Suggested that the pontil glass dates to pre-1857.w

this residence was used by Green when he wi
In fall 1989 and summer 1990, archacolo

i . ) ) Yl IC) munity
ilSlllngt(m University and East Central Com )

15 a slave. "
gical field schools were held by
College at the Tyler Plan-
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tation site in Babler State Park. S is C CThic £ (Ci

vated part of the Tyler m;lindlll(l\);:([“ 'Iq;(l)f-l]ls"( ‘»(l)%m['\‘ I ll-ls g SCI-“)(-)I lllS)(‘) Lj-\“li
the possible c;n‘licni’sl;n’cm\'ncr ll.m.n‘c ()f'l‘)is.']‘;h?d I‘C.Sl'd‘cll('c bR 18.5().11”,(
stone foundations and a brick concentr: [‘.1\ R 4('16(,.“' Lests rcvculc}*(l i .h.m‘v,
consisted of domestic materials: clvcln:l‘\l\j”.'T (l“]('l“”l“t',\' "Cllln;mt;’)_.,\m.f;uts
stone, cut nails, a porcelain doll t}vug“‘lcm ‘;K..‘ ,T]“C " l'l(lm
a corn cob pipe that dated between 18792 '. )ll‘lh? ’T)‘“““S-il “vlill'])lt‘-.ll.“‘l " [(;
to- afier the Civil Wa. 872 and 1913. Most of the artifacts datec

991. Michael Fuller 5

P el e A A
1992). The goal of his cx‘(‘u\'uti:n \m; t(()f[-.](l)l)l.lll‘l o~ U's.[””(.' e (bu”Lll
The site excavated was the l()('utim: A()ff;ltfll){('nc 5""“‘.]“]>llll S‘nughlmrlmnf‘-
can grocery. The Hammer store was i llL i . St()l‘s‘. : (1(,']21!]21[1*1\1‘116"l'
ethnically (’li\'crsc neighborhood (\l I“ )llmncss k-
by whites, Fuller suggested that (l'uAc ttu”l)l“%h .[ll,c- ”'lelllllcr Stf)l;c . “Pcmrltj(l
must have patronized the store. If future ‘K; !|)I.()M““[)' to Joplin’s house, Jopht
the Joplin House, these artif: e L A (-ml(lucth o

JO] iese artifacts could be compared to those collected from

the store.
AGE TIRAC :

County. The Bissell Estate w: _K —— un(l. Park in north St. Low®
(1812 : 1962) alurtx\as:)t}(i[ttx::l :“f.(‘“l)‘]ul l).’\' - Blss.c” filll.li])' S ’Vu?l:s

. ' ated as a plantation-style farm with enslaved Afr1-
can Americans. As stated earlier, Donald Heldman (1961, 1962) of MU con-
ducted two archaeological field seasons in the early 1960s at this site but was
unable to find the slave quarters. The 1993 field school objectives were to
l()cfltc the original stone residence, a gristmill, and the slave (|u.urtcrs. Archaeo-
logical testing identified only a possible outbuilding location and was unsuc-
cesstul in locating the stone residence or the slave quarters. Based on oral
tradition, Heldman (1962) stated that the slave quarters were located north of
.tllc main house in a cultivated field, but no evidence of habitation was evident
in this area in the 1960s. In 1993, the location of the slave quarters may now
be covered by a residential neighborhood and is likely destroyed.

Howard Marshall and Marcus Rautman of MU (i()ll(lll(.‘[(:(l two archaeo-
logical field schools in 1997 and 1998 at the Hickman site in Howard County,
Mo. (Rautman 1998). The Hickman site was an antebellum farmstead oper-
ated with slave labor. The only structure still standing is a one-and-one-half
story, brick Georgian house built by Thomas Hickman in 1819 (Denny 1998).

AFRICAN-AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY

Fxcavations have concentrated on a razed detached kitchen behind the main
house where slaves cooked and possibly lived. Future work will continue on
this detached kitchen and possibly locate the slave quarters. It is planned to
turn the Hickman site into a living-history museum (Shopland 1998).
During four consecutive summers, the Missouri Archacological Society
and the University of Tennessee-Knoxville m 1996, 1997, and 1998, and
UMSL in 1999, in cooperation with the Friends of Arrow Rock and MDNR,
conducted four archacological field schools on the Brown Lodge/Caldwell
Pottery Site in Arrow Rock, Mo. (Baumann 1997b, 1997¢, 1997d, 1997e,
1998a, 1998h, 1998d, 1998, 1999a, 1999b. 1999¢, 1999¢; Baumann and
Krause 1997, 1998). The Brown Lodge/Caldwell Pottery site 1s located on
city Block 30 in Arrow Rock and has five major components: a pottery factory
(1854-1874), three African-American residences (1880s-1950s),an African-
American restaurant/bar (1880s-1950s), an African-American Odd Fellows
lU(lge (1891-1899), and an African-American Masonic lodge (188]%9.‘)’1)
Today, only the Brown Lodge is still standing (Fig-
v frame structure that had a Masons hall on the
first. The

called the Brown Lodge.
ure 11). The lodge is a two-story fr
second floor and an African-American restaurant and bar on the
Friends of Arrow Rock. the local historical society, plans to restore the Brown
Lodge as an interpretive center for African-American heritage.

dted in thirty-cight 3-x-3-ft units and

/\rchucnlngicnl fieldwork has rest
k 30. Excavations have recorded

nearly 200 gridded posthole tests across Bloc
cultural features and artifacts associated with both the pottery factory and the

African-American component, but they have concentrated on the Brown Lodge

on Lot 106 and the African-American residence on Lot 121. Excavations

around and underneath the Brown Lodge have recorded the lodge’s original
as postholes and limestone piers associated with

limestone foundation as well
This razed addition contained the kitchen for

arazed two-story rear addition.
the restaurant/bar and the stairway
hall. A thick midden was also found below the razed addition that in
skey bottles, shot glasses, personal objects, stove

and entrance to the second-story Masons
cluded

anmmal bones, buttons, whi
Parts, and broken tablewares.
Ofthe three African-American housel

Lot 121 house site. Lot 121 is located at the corne )
883 by James Armstead for $50. In the
*who

1olds, work has concentrated on the
r of Morgan and Seventh

Streets and was first ])urclmscd in 1
1880 census, Armstead 1s recorded as an African-American “day laborer’
lived with his wife Clarah and 4 children ranging in age from 2 months to 10
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Figure 11. The Brown Lodge of
Mo.. about 1881 (

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons in Arrow Rock,
Photo by '|'i|||(»t]1)‘ E. Baumann, 1996)

years. In 1889, Armstead borrowe $200
pay the loan, and his property was forecloge(] onand the land sold to the trust-
ces of the Arrow Rock Lodge No. :
America. The Odd Fellows use
1899.In 1903, African-

121. Local oral hixt(n'y

against this property but could not

the Armstead house for a meeting hall until
Americans Franklin

and Susie Bush then bought Lot
and census records ¢

locument Franklin Bush’s occu-
pation as a plasterer and painter. The Bushes had no children when Franklin
Bush died in 1931 at the age of 57. Susie Busl continued to live on Lot 121
until her death in 1940 After this time. o
residence and lot rem
dants until the 19705

Excavations on Lot 121 reve

al history suggests that the Bush

amed empty, but continued to be owned by the descen-

aled a limestone ang cement foundation, two
cellars, and a cistern, as well as a wide assortment ofartifacts including bottles
and canning jars, tools, tablewares. stonewares, faunal remains. and ])CI‘S()lllll
objects. The majority of the archacological evidence related to the Bush fam-
‘B-monogramme plate and a broken cement slab
“standing for Franklin Bush and the date. Material

ily occupation including a*
marked with “F. By, Aug.

3201 of the United Order of Odd Fellows of

r\FRl(l;\l\'-:\ MERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY

evidence collected related to Franklin Bush’s |)1:nlcs.s‘|('m l,ll'(llllill(llil(‘lcll)l‘:”lt cai
openers and numerous [)uinl cans. some with dried !)‘lmlll\[ll, - ™ Luked
Across Block 30, numerous artifact [,"P'CS \'\'.crc f()““.(] t'ld . .L’c(l yece of
to African-American ethnicity including a f“ss‘l.l”'ul “k;l u(',‘]l /“()llclicr](‘l‘\'swls
galena, a chandelier crystal, and glass I)cud'-ﬁ (Figure I\-f) u‘n]ilrl\ll(ncricull Isitcs.
and quartz crystals have previously been found o (:.lt:;'tl;c University of
[)ill‘ti('lllzll‘l)' in slave quarters. For (.'x;?mplc. ;\111,"].\‘(_H%'.l\:.[,,lg from slave qlluu‘-
Southern Mississippi, recovered similar clmn‘(lc lel ;\l [l A~kv (Young 1995,
ter root cellars on the Locust Grove Plantation l.lf . l(,l.ll(l:l(l ; with perforated
1996, 19974, 1997b). Young interpreted these erystals d, | ,i]io’i()lls o el
coins, beads, and “X”-marked artifacts (“"‘ll.l.)lc- ﬁl)'(l)fl’l]')%:sul)]f:ts were often
l“?»’;ica”,\' significant objects to African .'\lncrl('il.”.hi ()fi'lg;'il. ‘
worn as pendants for good luck charms or to wart

&

R

Figure 12. Fossil coral, \\m‘k.ul
piece of galena, (‘|Illf1(lc|lc1‘
crystal, and glass beads from the
Blj()\\‘ll lm(]gc/(:;ll(l\\'cll Pottery
site. in Arrow Rock. Mo. (Photo

by Timothy E. Baumann)



76 T el \J B
76 I'ne Missourt Arcarorocist, VOL. 59

A blue and a vellow bead were also recovered from the Lot 121 house Sitc.).
Blue beads and the color blue have also been associated with African Amery
cans, and. like crystals, were supposed to ward off evil spirits (Stine ef al. 1996).
Often doorways and windows were outlimed in blue to keep spirits from en-
tering the house. Significantly, the existing Brown Lodge’s shutters are l"'i”w(l
blue.

During the 1998 and 1999 field schools. archaeological ir]\'('-'s'[iﬁ-’;“ti(m,s
were also conducted on north Second Street recording two new archacologl”
cal sites: the North Second Street site (235A505) and the Whitsy’s 'l‘“"f'r“
site (23SA508). The North Second Street site was recorded on the west side
ofnorth Second Street and was occupied by African Americans between 1870
and 1950 and included six households and an African Methodist Episaj’“l
(A.MLE.) church. Only two frame outbuildings are still standing on this sit¢:
but structural evidence of the houscholds and church are still visible on the
surface. Excavations have included posthole testing across 4 of these lots anc
six 3-x-3-ft units across the A.M.E. church lot and a residential lot tlmti\‘“s
identified with a razed log cabin. Artifacts collected include a variety of ob-
jects: broken ceramic dishes and cups, stoneware crocks, mason jars (some
with preserves still in them), animal bones. buttons. a watch, and other ob-
jects.

The Whitsy’s Tavern site was recorded on the east side of north Second
Street. Whitsy’s tavern is still standing today and is used as a weekend or sum-
mer home. Whitsy’s tavern was operated by Rosella “Whitsy” Wood betweel!
the late 19th and the mid-20th century and was the only structure on the C'fwt
side of north Second Street. Preliminary investigations at the tavern site ‘l”‘
cluded a surface collection of artifacts behind and down slope of the standing
structure. Artifacts collected include broken ceramic dishes and cups, stone
ware crocks, whiskey bottles, animal bones, and other objects.

Overall, this project’s goal has been to record not just one household or
public structure but an entire African-American community ur('lmcnlugiw“y'
Future plans are to conduct another field school on Block 30 and along north
Second Street in summer 2000. Excavations on Block 30 will concentrate on
the Brown Lodge to better define its architectural integrity for its eventual
restoration. Investigations on north Second Street will map surface features
and conduct testing around two additional house lots and the African-Amert-

can schoolhouse.
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Independent Research

Craig Sturdevant, of Lincoln University, is recording ])()stl)cll.mn black
communities in central Missouri (Sturdevant 1993). Sturdevant, \\-'l[ll the as-
sistance of Lincoln University students. has used 111‘(.‘lli\'cs,' (.)l‘lll’ll‘lﬁt()l’:\', ;m.(l
zu*cllzw()lt)gi('ul/;u’('l1itcctuml data to interpret t.hesc communities. ln,ls i(ufhls
"“'Cll'dc‘)loj.’;i('ul data have come from observations and lneulsu'rmlen‘ts (_) 111 ’c\\t
partially extant houses, foundations, cemeteries, and outl)ml(]mg._gs‘(f?tvlhlll; LV‘;S]
1993). The next phase will be to map structures that are no longer visible w
possible future archacological testing. ‘ .

Gina Overshiner, currently with the St. Louis County IWC(]]CLI! Exan.nn.el s
Office, examined 19 African-American burials disturbed !))‘ the Mlssmm R.l\'cl‘
flood of 1993 in Callaway County, Mo. for her master’s tllCSI)Sl'-(()V(:’;S‘(l'llll(c)lf
1997). The skeletons are from the Cedar Churc.'h cemetery ( l‘&_—)l*] (S] ~))l. s
the 19 skeletons, 15 are complete and 4 are partial, consisting of 17 5;1')‘1(. u l['s
adults. Pathological analysis of the Shiloh sample suggests that mdi

and 2 | | i
diseases, high child mortality, hard physical labor,

viduals experienced acute .
localized ilnf'cc[i(ms. trauma, and poor dental hygiene but had a diet that .mct‘
all basic nutritional ’l‘C(|lliI'C]llCll[S and was high i-lT c;n‘])()hy(].mtes. (,)VC!‘Sl.llVlll(:‘l.
concluded from mortuary census records that African Americans !121(] ahig 1%1
child and infant mm'ulit)l' rate and a lower life expectancy than Euro-Ameri-

— ; R L Y ation
cans. The mortality schedule information also indicates a black populat

that experienced high levels of infectious discase lll'kl'[ killed ]‘)Cf)l)l(‘:‘ il‘“wkl)"/
but there is little evidence of chronic disease or nutritional (le.lClCIIUL; .
Timothy Baumann (1996b, 1997a) conducted archaeological wor ]Z,lt t 1c_
Hicklin Hearthstone in 1996. Hicklin Hearthstone was an antcbc}lum’p an‘ta‘
tion settled by James Hicklin in the 1820s and ls l()cz.lt_cd 'dl)l(’)ut 1./2 m)lliswcl;lls)t
()f‘chington’, Mo. James Hicklin ()])crzltcd.u (llVCl'S(lfIC(l l)_{(l“,tlflti)fll%: 1()883-,
multiple food crops and raising livestock usgxg over .3(.) l)li?c sza.\‘c.s.‘. ‘ Pl"wc:
Hicklin Hearthstone was placed on the National Register o 1.syt(l):)1;q) é {\»’
for its historical significance and architectural stru(ttu_rcs (I)Clll‘l). ,tl( L l.)r;;k
tant antebellum buildings on the property include a brick ]-]‘.l()l‘lit‘, ;}\ 1 ulgi i
e b addition, a six-pen brick slave quarters, and a black (11 W,ul S, f:l(:nil Celf:—
ures 13, 14). The Hicklin Hearthstone property also'cnnta‘nlls tsl(, d‘ FC)’Trllil
ctery, an carly 20th-century school house, and a section of the Santa ail.

. ] . S six-pen slave
Al‘(‘lulcol()gicul testing was carried out around and inside the six-| é

IR T L ar S ‘ 't
quarters and the black driver’s house. Posthole tests recorded a light artifac
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Figure 13. The standing black driver’s quarters at the Hicklin Hearthstone site, near

Lexington, Mo. (Photo by Timothy E. Baumann, 1996)

density and heavily disturbed soils. Few artifacts were collected around and
within the slave quarters and black driver’s house, and most of them pust(lulc
the Civil War. A light postbellum midden was identified on the west and north-
west side of the black driver’s house beyond the pig-pen disturbance. The
heavy disturbance was caused by the continued use of these structures into
the 20th century. Only a small part of the property was tested, so intact ar-
chaeological remains may still exist. ‘

Funded by two MDNR grants in 1996 and 1997, archacologist James
Johnson has been working with Boy Scouts to excavate the Miller l’lzn;tutiﬂll
site near Kansas City, Mo. (Burnes 1998; Swofford 1994). The Miller Planta-
tion was a diversified farmstead operated with slave labor during the antebel-
lum period. One of these slaves, George Washington, was the grcut—grun(lﬁl-
ther of Johnson and, after emancipation, lived in Quindaro, Kans. Archaco-
logical work on this site has included surface mapping of structures and the
family cemetery, use of a metal detector, and limited excavations around the
main house and slave quarter foundations. Artifact analysis is being conducted
and a preliminary report is being written. I
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¢ original slave bed., table. and chair at the

Photo by James Denny, 1988, courtesy

Figure 14. A slave quarter’s interior with th
Hicklin Hearthstone site. near Lexington, Mo. (
of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources)

Future Research

The U.S. Forest Service is planning a five-year project to find and test
African-American sites in the Mark Twain National Forest. This project will
attempt to work with African-American students and scholars to record
Missouri"s black heritage. Plans are to involve historian Antonio Holland of
Lincoln University and archacologist Timothy Baumann of UMSL.

Future Goals in Missourt

African-American archaeology in Missourl

I'he next step in conducting
These re-

will be to formulate and test research questions and hypotheses.
1's physmgr;l])lnc re-

scarch questions must be developed addressing Missour
d outside

glons, its historical records, and previous archacological work inan

of the state.
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Missouri is an environmentally diy

. . L zul'k
erse state ranging from plans, O
Mountains. Southeastern Low]

ands, and two major riverways: the I\I¥s§0.‘”"
and Mississippi. Each region was settled at different rates. by people of (llf?c‘"i
ent origins, and for different cultural and economic reasons. .~\rclmcol<)gl?,l_
research must address these environmental regions and their different setti
ment patterns and determine the location of African-American sites. |

Few historical documents exist concerning Missouri’s black heritage, an¢
the records that do exist often are
can perspective. Despite these ]
oral histories, photographs, st
not be ignored. Instead, the re

prejudicially written with an ;\nglo-.-\llltf”"
aws, the his[(')ri(';ll record—archival records:
anding structures. and material ('ultul'c"“'fmi
cords must be scanned to establish a historica
context that can then be compared to the archaeological record. ' |

African-American zn‘clmeology outside of Missouri should be reviewe
and used as a guide for rese

: . imma he
arch questions, methods. and interpretations.
development of African-

" ; . . Javery
American archaeology from plantation and slaver)
studies into a major subdiscipline of historical

e
archaeology has been summ
rized by numerous scho

ars, but until now such research in Missourt has bCe‘Ij
limited to occasional restoration and preservation projects, cultural rcsourcf
management investigations, archacological field schools. and independent re”
scarch. These studies have been descriptive in nature and most lack untlll"f'
pological (questioning of African-American lifew e

ays, so future research n
virtually start from square one. |

very Missouri temporal period, region, and
African-American site type needs to he im*cstigu[cd and interpreted. '

African-American urchucolngy needs to mvolve the public (Jameson 1997'9
McDavid and Babson 1997; Potter 1994). Public involvement should ]).C "‘
collaborative effort between archacologists, historians, and the cmnmlll‘ll[%
particularly with descendant groups. The public should be welcomed into
the research process ()f'f'()rmuluting questions, excavations, analysis, and pul)-
lications. Public involvement in zn'chzlcology is needed for three reasons: (1)
social responsibility, (2) public awareness, and (3) economic (lcvclt')pmcnt.
Archaeologists need to sell archacology to the public as a useful scwl‘l‘g‘c '["
everyday living. African-Americans in particular have been skeptical of 'ZlC(lj
demics” or the large “historical society” for years. They have felt they have
nothing in common with them because untjl now, at least, they have been “"l’;
erated by and for Anglo-American history and concerns. Archacology cal
bridge the bias gap through collaborative rescarch efforts.
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4 healthier social environ-
Public archacology programs also can produce d_hmltllllll:ilt:-{:-(cl(‘lliSC("'cr ‘s

ment. Archaeology’s collaborative cﬂ()rt? can help a U:ﬂmll;”] ;\ﬁ'i(,‘zlll-z\ll](il‘i'
past and produce a raised social (“’“'SCI()l.m]css.',-l,l‘l %é\lmgjri.c‘lm archaeology
cans have been ignored in textbook }”S[OHC-S‘ Ahl.m,“]‘ vy, archaeologists can
can correct this oversight and, through public ;u'Clld%(') Og?./ .;s black communi-
mvolve blacks in the rediscovery of their past. B": [11151“1“-“" :lve; in the future.
ties can define themselves in the present zm-(l guulc‘t I‘Tl“::;(]ics' By studying
Those of European heritage can ;115()‘l)encht- from :511(]' ‘lU]ts e
African-American history. E“r()-A”.lC“m” Cl“](erllldns(' 1(1\1(1dc1:stand a more di-
their social, ideological, and llistﬁl‘““l. sclves e : u‘l-’ bout racism gives indi-
verse W()l‘ld view. Becoming more s()o'ulll’y C()“SFWTI"S a ,l)((ﬂm C(;lltl'il)lltc to the
viduals an opportunity to change their world view and cz

a])()]';]lnncnt (;f mu::l:f‘ill program, socially, can also be ccml()lmicalllyt})m(il:lllt;-

1€ Most success %> " I rough tourism.

tive. Public archacology projects increase economic }’,l(’):vlt]lzi: - :)uill streets
As the result of suburban (lc\'Cl"l”“L:”t\' most (l(;‘wnlt:: l)l(‘) fn‘llcnt and poverty.
have turned into ghost towns with hlgh- ICVCI-SI:;il,.llllll:orllm(Zd by glorifying its
Ard"‘w“]“?"}' can revitalize a “““"“‘“f't’ 'm‘-tc [i:lll's. media coverage, publi-
historical importance through excavations, st levelopment will be achieved
cations, and exhibition. The greatest economic ¢ Lt\ fi:il()t a cooperative agent
through public involvement. If the local C()mm.ll‘lll’ ) v;/cll as the social impact,
in the archaeology research, then the economic, as

" 'll)‘Tll:':;i(i'te is publication and prescntati(m of results. ..Sl?u‘rm'g 1‘(:5?cllfl‘1
' > PO P ic books, public lectures, exhibits, videotapes,
hn(lings should include academic books, pu b s b s Rl e
and other media. Publications and l)resc.“wtl(lﬁl‘lb.-Inlil:es: and perspectives (eth-
Scription of the past which includes nm“ilplu 1.5~Tl«l) ()lo‘)' ' 1s relatively new, ar-
nic, class, gender). Since African-American archacology

. -research.
Cllaeologists must learn and grow from our rese
Conclusion

s i 1’s explora-
i ‘ticipants 1ssourr’s explora
African Americans have been active ])letl(,ll)dllts)llle e
-‘ - « A . . . . . C ( S. ew “yl‘ 3 e
tion, settlement, and industrialization since the 1721 s th key-to under
exist of Missouri’s black heritage; thus archacology ho ! bosalogs
‘ ‘ M s African- rican archz
standing their past lifeways Today Missouri’s African-American @
s ¢ A (e b 14 /
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is in the early stages of development. Archacological projects thus far con-
ducted have been limited to recording sites and testing, and most lack any
anthropological orientation. Future archacology needs to develop a framework
to establish research strategies and ll‘\'pulllcscs’ﬁ)r African-Americans. Onced
framework has been established. research will result in a ereater understand-
ing of Missouri’s diverse heritage. .
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