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54 USC Ch. 3021: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

From Title 54—NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND RELATED PROGRAMS
Subtitle III—National Preservation Programs
DIVISION A—HISTORIC PRESERVATION

CHAPTER 3021—NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
        

§302101. Maintenance by Secretary
The Secretary may expand and maintain a National Register of Historic Places composed of districts, sites, buildings,

structures, and objects significant in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture.
(Pub. L. 113–287, §3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3191.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

302101 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(1)(A) (1st
sentence).

Pub. L. 89–665, title I, §101(a)(1)(A) (1st
sentence), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 915;
Pub. L. 91–383, §11, as added Pub. L.
94–458, §2, Oct. 7, 1976, 90 Stat.
1942; Pub. L. 93–54, §1(d), July 1,
1973, 87 Stat. 139; Pub. L. 96–205,
title VI, §608(a)(1), (2), Mar. 12, 1980,
94 Stat. 92; Pub. L. 96–515, title II,
§201(a), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2988.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

Recovery of Fees for Review Services for Historic Preservation Tax Certification

Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, §1000(a)(3) [title I], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A-142, provided in part: "That
notwithstanding any other provision of law, the National Park Service may hereafter recover all fees derived from
providing necessary review services associated with historic preservation tax certification, and such funds shall be
available until expended without further appropriation for the costs of such review services".

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=&req=%28title%3A54+section%3A302101+edition%3Aprelim%29+OR+%28granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title54-section302101%29&f=treesort&fq=&num=0&hl=false&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/browse.xhtml
http://uscode.house.gov/navHelp.xhtml
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title54&saved=%7CKHRpdGxlOjU0IHNlY3Rpb246MzAyMTAxIGVkaXRpb246cHJlbGltKSBPUiAoZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU1NC1zZWN0aW9uMzAyMTAxKQ%3D%3D%7CdHJlZXNvcnQ%3D%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title54-subtitle3&saved=%7CKHRpdGxlOjU0IHNlY3Rpb246MzAyMTAxIGVkaXRpb246cHJlbGltKSBPUiAoZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU1NC1zZWN0aW9uMzAyMTAxKQ%3D%3D%7CdHJlZXNvcnQ%3D%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title54-subtitle3-divisionA&saved=%7CKHRpdGxlOjU0IHNlY3Rpb246MzAyMTAxIGVkaXRpb246cHJlbGltKSBPUiAoZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU1NC1zZWN0aW9uMzAyMTAxKQ%3D%3D%7CdHJlZXNvcnQ%3D%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=128&page=3191
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=128&page=3191
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=128&page=3191
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=80&page=915
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=80&page=915
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=80&page=915
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=80&page=915
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=90&page=1942
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=90&page=1942
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=90&page=1942
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=90&page=1942
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=90&page=1942
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=87&page=139
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=87&page=139
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=87&page=139
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=87&page=139
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=94&page=92
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=94&page=92
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=94&page=92
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=94&page=2988
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=94&page=2988
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=94&page=2988
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=94&page=2988
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=113&page=1535
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=113&page=1535
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=113&page=1535
http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=113&page=1501A-142


54 USC Ch. 3021: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

http://uscode.house.gov/...1zZWN0aW9uMzAyMTAxKQ%3D%3D%7CdHJlZXNvcnQ%3D%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim&edition=prelim[5/9/2023 10:56:28 PM]

Historically Black Colleges and Universities Historic Building Restoration and Preservation

Pub. L. 104–333, div. I, title V, §507, Nov. 12, 1996, 110 Stat. 4156, as amended by Pub. L. 108–7, div. F, title I,
§150, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 245; Pub. L. 116–9, title II, §2402, Mar. 12, 2019, 133 Stat. 747, provided that:

"(a) Authority To Make Grants.—From the amounts made available to carry out the National Historic Preservation
Act [see 54 U.S.C. 300101 et seq.], the Secretary of the Interior shall make grants in accordance with this section
to eligible historically black colleges and universities for the preservation and restoration of historic buildings and
structures on the campus of these institutions.

"(b) Grant Conditions.—Grants made under subsection (a) shall be subject to the condition that the grantee
covenants, for the period of time specified by the Secretary, that—

"(1) no alteration will be made in the property with respect to which the grant is made without the
concurrence of the Secretary; and

"(2) reasonable public access to the property with respect to which the grant is made will be permitted by the
grantee for interpretive and educational purposes.

"(c) Matching Requirement for Buildings and Structures Listed on the National Register of Historic Places.—

"(1) In general.—Except as provided by paragraphs (2) and (3), the Secretary may obligate funds made
available under this section for a grant with respect to a building or structure listed on, or eligible for listing on, the
National Register of Historic Places only if the grantee agrees to match, from funds derived from non-Federal
sources, the amount of the grant with an amount that is equal or greater than the grant.

"(2) Waiver.—The Secretary may waive paragraphs (1) and (3) with respect to a grant if the Secretary
determines from circumstances that an extreme emergency exists or that such a waiver is in the public interest to
assure the preservation of historically significant resources.

"(3) Exception.—The Secretary shall not obligate funds made available under subsection (d)(2) for a grant
with respect to a building or structure listed on, or eligible for listing on, the National Register of Historic Places
unless the grantee agrees to provide, from funds derived from non-Federal sources, an amount that is equal to
30 percent of the total cost of the project for which the grant is provided.

"(d) Funding Provision.—

"(1) In general.—Under section 108 of the National Historic Preservation Act [see 54 U.S.C. 303101 to
303103], $29,000,000 shall be made available to carry out the purposes of this section. Of amounts made
available pursuant to this section, $5,000,000 shall be available for grants to Fisk University, $2,500,000 shall be
available for grants to Knoxville College, $2,000,000 shall be available for grants to Miles College, Alabama,
$1,500,000 shall be available for grants to Talladega College, Alabama, $1,550,000 shall be available for grants
to Selma University, Alabama, $250,000 shall be available for grants to Stillman College, Alabama, $200,000
shall be available for grants to Concordia College, Alabama, $2,900,000 shall be available for grants to Allen
University, South Carolina, $1,000,000 shall be available for grants to Claflin College, South Carolina,
$2,000,000 shall be available for grants to Voorhees College, South Carolina, $1,000,000 shall be available for
grants to Rust College, Mississippi, and $3,000,000 shall be available for grants to Tougaloo College,
Mississippi.

"(2) Additional funding.—In addition to amounts made available under paragraph (1), there is authorized to be
appropriated from the Historic Preservation Fund to carry out this section $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2003 through 2008 and each of fiscal years 2019 through 2025.

"(e) Regulations.—The Secretary shall develop such guidelines as may be necessary to carry out this section.

"(f) Definitions.—For the purposes of this section:

"(1) Historically black colleges.—The term 'historically black colleges and universities' has the same meaning
given the term 'part B institution' by section 322 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1061).

"(2) Historic building and structures.—The term 'historic building and structures' means a building or structure
listed on, or eligible for listing on, the National Register of Historic Places or designated a National Historic
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Landmark."

Recommendations of Historic Properties for Preservation

Pub. L. 102–575, title XL, §4021, Oct. 30, 1992, 106 Stat. 4765, provided that: "The Secretary of the Interior, in
consultation with the Advisory Council, shall seek to ensure that historic properties preserved under the National
Historic Preservation Act [see 54 U.S.C. 300101 et seq.] fully reflect the historical experience of this nation."

§302102. Inclusion of properties on National Register
(a) In General.—A property that meets the criteria for National Historic Landmarks established pursuant to section 302103

of this title shall be designated as a National Historic Landmark and included on the National Register, subject to the
requirements of section 302107 of this title.

(b) Historic Property on National Register on December 12, 1980.—All historic property included on the National Register on
December 12, 1980, shall be deemed to be included on the National Register as of their initial listing for purposes of this
division.

(c) Historic Property Listed in Federal Register of February 6, 1979, or Prior to December 12, 1980, as National Historic

Landmarks.—All historic property listed in the Federal Register of February 6, 1979, or prior to December 12, 1980, as
National Historic Landmarks are declared by Congress to be National Historic Landmarks of national historic significance
as of their initial listing in the Federal Register for purposes of this division and chapter 3201 of this title, except that in the
case of a National Historic Landmark district for which no boundaries had been established as of December 12, 1980,
boundaries shall first be published in the Federal Register.
(Pub. L. 113–287, §3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3191.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

302102 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(1)(B). Pub. L. 89–665, title I, §101(a)(1)(B), Oct.
15, 1966, 80 Stat. 915; Pub. L. 91–383,
§11, as added Pub. L. 94–458, §2, Oct.
7, 1976, 90 Stat. 1942; Pub. L. 93–54,
§1(d), July 1, 1973, 87 Stat. 139; Pub.
L. 96–205, title VI, §608(a)(1), (2), Mar.
12, 1980, 94 Stat. 92; Pub. L. 96–515,
title II, §201(a), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat.
2988; Pub. L. 103–437, §6(d)(29), Nov.
2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4584; Pub. L. 104–
333, div. I, title VIII, §814(d)(2)(F), Nov.
12, 1996, 110 Stat. 4196.

In subsection (c), the words "had been established as of December 12, 1980" are substituted for "have been
established" for clarity.

§302103. Criteria and regulations relating to National Register, National Historic Landmarks,
and World Heritage List

The Secretary, in consultation with national historical and archeological associations, shall—
(1) establish criteria for properties to be included on the National Register and criteria for National Historic Landmarks;

and
(2) promulgate regulations for—

(A) nominating properties for inclusion on, and removal from, the National Register and the recommendation of
properties by certified local governments;

(B) designating properties as National Historic Landmarks and removing that designation;
(C) considering appeals from recommendations, nominations, removals, and designations (or any failure or refusal

by a nominating authority to nominate or designate);
(D) nominating historic property for inclusion in the World Heritage List in accordance with the World Heritage

Convention;
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(E) making determinations of eligibility of properties for inclusion on the National Register; and
(F) notifying the owner of a property, any appropriate local governments, and the general public, when the property

is being considered for inclusion on the National Register, for designation as a National Historic Landmark, or for
nomination to the World Heritage List.

(Pub. L. 113–287, §3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3192.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

302103 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(2). Pub. L. 89–665, title I, §101(a)(2), Oct.
15, 1966, 80 Stat. 915; Pub. L. 91–383,
§11, as added Pub. L. 94–458, §2, Oct.
7, 1976, 90 Stat. 1942; Pub. L. 93–54,
§1(d), July 1, 1973, 87 Stat. 139; Pub.
L. 96–205, title VI, §608(a)(1), (2), Mar.
12, 1980, 94 Stat. 92; Pub. L. 96–515,
title II, §201(a), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat.
2988.

The words "or revise" are omitted as being included in "establish" and "promulgate".

§302104. Nominations for inclusion on National Register
(a) Nomination by State.—Subject to the requirements of section 302107 of this title, any State that is carrying out a

program approved under chapter 3023 shall nominate to the Secretary property that meets the criteria promulgated under
section 302103 of this title for inclusion on the National Register. Subject to section 302107 of this title, any property
nominated under this subsection or under section 306102 of this title shall be included on the National Register on the date
that is 45 days after receipt by the Secretary of the nomination and the necessary documentation, unless the Secretary
disapproves the nomination within the 45-day period or unless an appeal is filed under subsection (d).

(b) Nomination by Person or Local Government.—Subject to the requirements of section 302107 of this title, the Secretary
may accept a nomination directly from any person or local government for inclusion of a property on the National Register
only if the property is located in a State where there is no program approved under chapter 3023 of this title. The Secretary
may include on the National Register any property for which such a nomination is made if the Secretary determines that the
property is eligible in accordance with the regulations promulgated under section 302103 of this title. The determination
shall be made within 90 days from the date of the nomination unless the nomination is appealed under subsection (d).

(c) Nomination by Federal Agency.—Subject to the requirements of section 302107 of this title, the regulations promulgated
under section 302103 of this title, and appeal under subsection (d) of this section, the Secretary may accept a nomination
directly by a Federal agency for inclusion of property on the National Register only if—

(1) completed nominations are sent to the State Historic Preservation Officer for review and comment regarding the
adequacy of the nomination, the significance of the property and its eligibility for the National Register;

(2) within 45 days of receiving the completed nomination, the State Historic Preservation Officer has made a
recommendation regarding the nomination to the Federal Preservation Officer, except that failure to meet this deadline
shall constitute a recommendation to not support the nomination;

(3) the chief elected officials of the county (or equivalent governmental unit) and municipal political jurisdiction in which
the property is located are notified and given 45 days in which to comment;

(4) the Federal Preservation Officer forwards it to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places after
determining that all procedural requirements have been met, including those in paragraphs (1) through (3) above; the
nomination is adequately documented; the nomination is technically and professionally correct and sufficient; and may
include an opinion as to whether the property meets the National Register criteria for evaluation;

(5) notice is provided in the Federal Register that the nominated property is being considered for listing on the National
Register that includes any comments and the recommendation of the State Historic Preservation Officer and a
declaration whether the State Historic Preservation Officer has responded within the 45 day-period of review provided in
paragraph (2); and

(6) the Secretary addresses in the Federal Register any comments from the State Historic Preservation Officer that do
not support the nomination of the property on the National Register before the property is included in the National
Register.
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(d) Appeal.—Any person or local government may appeal to the Secretary—
(1) a nomination of any property for inclusion on the National Register; and
(2) the failure of a nominating authority to nominate a property in accordance with this chapter.

(Pub. L. 113–287, §3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3192; Pub. L. 114–289, title VIII, §802(b), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 1494.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

302104 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(3) through (5). Pub. L. 89–665, title I, §101(a)(3) through
(5), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 915; Pub. L.
91–383, §11, as added Pub. L. 94–458,
§2, Oct. 7, 1976, 90 Stat. 1942; Pub. L.
93–54, §1(d), July 1, 1973, 87 Stat.
139; Pub. L. 96–205, title VI, §608(a)
(1), (2), Mar. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 92;
Pub. L. 96–515, title II, §201(a), Dec.
12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2989.

In subsection (c)(1), the word "historic" is omitted because a historic property already is eligible for inclusion on
the National Register and would not have to be nominated for inclusion.

In subsection (c)(2), the words "or refusal" are omitted as unnecessary.

Editorial Notes

Amendments

2016—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 114–289, §802(b)(1), substituted "subsection (d)" for "subsection (c)".

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 114–289, §802(b)(2), (3), added subsec. (c) and redesignated former subsec. (c) as
(d).

§302105. Owner participation in nomination process
(a) Regulations.—The Secretary shall promulgate regulations requiring that before any property may be included on the

National Register or designated as a National Historic Landmark, the owner of the property, or a majority of the owners of
the individual properties within a district in the case of a historic district, shall be given the opportunity (including a
reasonable period of time) to concur in, or object to, the nomination of the property for inclusion or designation. The
regulations shall include provisions to carry out this section in the case of multiple ownership of a single property.

(b) When Property Shall Not Be Included on National Register or Designated as National Historic Landmark.—If the owner of
any privately owned property, or a majority of the owners of privately owned properties within the district in the case of a
historic district, object to inclusion or designation, the property shall not be included on the National Register or designated
as a National Historic Landmark until the objection is withdrawn.

(c) Review by Secretary.—The Secretary shall review the nomination of the property when an objection has been made
and shall determine whether or not the property is eligible for inclusion or designation. If the Secretary determines that the
property is eligible for inclusion or designation, the Secretary shall inform the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the
appropriate State Historic Preservation Officer, the appropriate chief elected local official, and the owner or owners of the
property of the Secretary's determination.
(Pub. L. 113–287, §3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3193.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

302105(a) 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(6) (1st, last
sentences).

Pub. L. 89–665, title I, §101(a)(6), Oct.
15, 1966, 80 Stat. 915; Pub. L. 91–383,
§11, as added Pub. L. 94–458, §2, Oct.
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7, 1976, 90 Stat. 1942; Pub. L. 93–54,
§1(d), July 1, 1973, 87 Stat. 139; Pub.
L. 96–205, title VI, §608(a)(1), (2), Mar.
12, 1980, 94 Stat. 92; Pub. L. 96–515,
title II, §201(a), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat.
2989.

302105(b) 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(6) (2d
sentence).

302105(c) 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(6) (3d
sentence).

§302106. Retention of name
Notwithstanding section 43(c) of the Act of July 5, 1946 (known as the Trademark Act of 1946) (15 U.S.C. 1125(c)),

buildings and structures on or eligible for inclusion on the National Register (either individually or as part of a historic
district), or designated as an individual landmark or as a contributing building in a historic district by a unit of State or local
government, may retain the name historically associated with the building or structure.
(Pub. L. 113–287, §3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3193.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

302106 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(1)(A) (last
sentence).

Pub. L. 89–665, title I, §101(a)(1)(A) (last
sentence), as added Pub. L. 106–113,
div. B, §1000(a)(9) [title III, §3007],
Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A-
551.

§302107. Regulations
The Secretary shall promulgate regulations—

(1) ensuring that significant prehistoric and historic artifacts, and associated records, subject to subchapter I of chapter
3061, chapter 3125, or the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 (16 U.S.C. 470aa et seq.) are deposited in
an institution with adequate long-term curatorial capabilities;

(2) establishing a uniform process and standards for documenting historic property by public agencies and private
parties for purposes of incorporation into, or complementing, the national historical architectural and engineering records
in the Library of Congress; and

(3) certifying local governments, in accordance with sections 302502 and 302503 of this title, and for the transfer of
funds pursuant to section 302902(c)(4) of this title.

(Pub. L. 113–287, §3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3194.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

302107 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(7). Pub. L. 89–665, title I, §101(a)(7), Oct.
15, 1966, 80 Stat. 915; Pub. L. 91–383,
§11, as added Pub. L. 94–458, §2, Oct.
7, 1976, 90 Stat. 1942; Pub. L. 93–54,
§1(d), July 1, 1973, 87 Stat. 139; Pub.
L. 96–205, title VI, §608(a)(1), (2), Mar.
12, 1980, 94 Stat. 92; Pub. L. 96–515,
title II, §201(a), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat.
2990.
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In paragraph (3), the word "transfer" is substituted for "allocation" for consistency with section 302902(c)(4) of the
new title.

Editorial Notes

References in Text

The Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, referred to in par. (1), is Pub. L. 96–95, Oct. 31, 1979, 93
Stat. 721, which is classified generally to chapter 1B (§470aa et seq.) of Title 16, Conservation. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 470aa of Title 16 and Tables.

§302108. Review of threats to historic property
At least once every 4 years, the Secretary, in consultation with the Council and with State Historic Preservation Officers,

shall review significant threats to historic property to—
(1) determine the kinds of historic property that may be threatened;
(2) ascertain the causes of the threats; and
(3) develop and submit to the President and Congress recommendations for appropriate action.

(Pub. L. 113–287, §3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3194.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

302108 16 U.S.C. 470a(a)(8). Pub. L. 89–665, title I, §101(a)(8), as
added Pub. L. 102–575, title XL,
§4003, Oct. 30, 1992, 106 Stat. 4753.
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