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Why Use Historic Aerials?

• Locate trail trace that has 
been impacted by urban or 
agricultural development 

• May include low-sun angle 
images

• Use in areas where there are 
no other better sources
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Historic Aerial Sources
• USDA Soil Conservation Service 

began acquiring aerials 
in the 1930s

• Scales can vary

• Some are digitally online, 
but many have not been 
scanned and can only accessed 
directly from the National 
Archives, State Archives, 
University Libraries, or 
USDA Aerial Photography Field Office
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Earth Explorer

 Mainly 1940s, 50s, 60s, 70s and newer aerial 
imagery

EarthExplorer (usgs.gov)

https://earthexplorer.usgs.gov/
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Missouri

 State Historical Society of Missouri

Aerial Photograph Collection - Digital Collections (shsmo.org)

https://digital.shsmo.org/digital/collection/aerial
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Kansas

 KGS--Historical Aerial Photos of Kansas (ku.edu)

http://www.kgs.ku.edu/Magellan/Aerials/index.html
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Colorado

 CU Historical Aerial Photo Collection (arcgis.com)
 Browse All - Aerial Photographs of Colorado

https://ucboulder.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7ef03caa3cd848139ce0e9176da9b7e8
https://cudl.colorado.edu/luna/servlet/view/all?sort=sortorder%2Cdate
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Wyoming

 Browse All - Wyoming State Archives Aerial Photos

http://spcrphotocollection.wyo.gov/luna/servlet/view/all?sort=title_or_file%2Cidentifier%2Cdate%2Cdescription
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Utah

 UGS Aerial Imagery Collection (utah.gov)

https://geodata.geology.utah.gov/imagery/
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Idaho

 Home | Idaho Historical Aerial Photographs 
(uidaho.edu)

 Map | Idaho Historical Aerial Photographs 
(uidaho.edu)

https://www.lib.uidaho.edu/digital/aerial/#:%7E:text=The%20Idaho%20Historical%20Aerial%20Photographs%20are%20a%20collection,air%20photos%20ranging%20from%201927%20to%20the%201940s.
https://www.lib.uidaho.edu/digital/aerial/map.html
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Nevada

 Historic Aerial Photos | University of Nevada, Reno 
(dgicloud.com)

https://unr.dgicloud.com/islandora/object/airviewscollection%3Aroot
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Oregon

 1936 Eugene Aerial Photographs Index | UO 
Libraries (uoregon.edu)

 1936 Corvallis Air Photo Index | Map Library | UO 
Libraries (uoregon.edu)

https://library.uoregon.edu/map/orephoto/eugene/1936_WVP
https://library.uoregon.edu/map/orephoto/corvallis/1936_WVP
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Limitations

 Availability and Coverage
 Vegetation
 Scale
 Ground Disturbance
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Georeferencing/Orthorectified 
Mosaic Dataset



National Trails
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior

Imagery Services
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Questions
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