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Background: Federal Trails Data Standard (FTDS)
• 2011 FTDS Established

• Interagency Standardized Trail Terminology
• Consistency for Data Sharing
• Incorporated MET Condition
• Included National Historic Trails 

Database Standards

• Implementation Not Developed
• Lead to Different 

Implementation Across Agencies
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• https://communities.geoplatform.gov/
• Standardized Framework

• Organize trail spatial data
• Documenting its lineage
• Facilitating data 

integration

• Ensure
• Data Consistency
• Quality
• Accuracy

• Assist
• Administrative/Land Management Decisions
• Reporting
• Information Requests

Federal Trails GIS Schema

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Federal Trail GIS Schema Working Group – Transportation (geoplatform.gov)

https://communities.geoplatform.gov/
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• Regular Trail: any trail not designated NST or NHT

• National Scenic Trail (NST): Congressionally Designated

• National Historic Trail (NHT1): Congressionally designated 
as the National Historic Trail

• National Historic Trail (NHT2): NHT associated heritage 
resources (routes and/or sites)

• National Historic Trail (NHT3): NHT associated recreation or 
interpretive route and/or site

Schema Information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The schema is used to capture a range of trail information, but specifically to the National Historic Trails are the components that make up the National Historic Trail Corridor Concept. These are the NHT1 Congressionally Designated NHT Route and the High Potential Sites and Segments associated.

NHT2 – Heritage Resources – These are the historic sites and the historic trail trace along the NHT.

NHT3 – Recreation – Sites and Routes that the public can access and experience the trail. Examples of these include interpretive trails or retracement trails that follow directly the trail trace or the designated alignment.
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NHT Corridor Concept

NHT2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example of the Corridor Concept at Bonneville Point along the Oregon NHT in Idaho.
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MET Mapping Integration into Schema

OCTA – MET
1 – Unaltered Trail

2 – Used Trail

3 – Verified Trail

4 – Altered Trail

5 – Approximate Trail
6 – Reconstructed Trail

FTGS
Location Verified, Evident and 
Unaltered
Location Verified and Evident with 
Minor Alteration
Location Verified with Little 
Remaining Evidence
Location Verified and Permanently 
Altered
Approximate Trail or Not Verified
Location Verified with Historic 
Reconstruction

Condition Classification Categories
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Current Updates
• Currently under Internal Review by Federal 

Trail GIS Schema Working Group– Reviewing 
Comments from the Review Period

• Finalized Public Version will be Published in 
the Near Future
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Summary
• Provides a unifying and common trail GIS 

data structure
• Enables easier data aggregation and 

sharing
• Standardized fields, attributes, and 

requirements ensure data reliability 
across agencies and partners 
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Questions
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